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The door leading to the kitchen has a section in
stained glass. The other day, I took a closer look at
one of the spots on it, which I had half-consciously
registered every time I passed it. On two square
meters, there are three of them. All are oval in shape.
Two of them seem to be flat bubbles of air,
haphazardly produced during the manufacturing of
the glass, I imagine. The third one, however, is
peculiar. It drew my attention because it appeared to
represent something. Upon closer investigation,
it seemed to allude to different things. A model ship,
like the ones in glass bottles. A dragon, like the one
used on the Welsh national flag. A tailed, devilish
figure riding a cloud-like motorcycle. What skills the
glass worker must have had, to produce an image in a
glass covered air capsule like this. I closed the door
softly, as the microwave’s signal sounded.
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A Glass Bubble
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A half a day’s walk from the Fuente Dé teleférico,
there are less and less traces of passers-by. The path
to Sotres suddenly runs through a lusher green.
The fence between two pastures keeps the sheep from
crossing and coincides with the border between two
regions. A hole in the fence would change
the landscape’s hue.

the-documents.org



From Asturias, Into Cantabria
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Belgium, approximately 1.5km from the French
border, photograph made on 16.06.2018.

The European flag symbolises both the European
Union and, more broadly, the identity and unity of
Europe. It features a circle of 12 gold stars on a blue
background. They stand for the ideals of unity,
solidarity and harmony among the peoples of Europe.
The number of stars has nothing to do with
the number of member countries, though the circle is
a symbol of unity.1

1. Coat of arms of Gmina Puck, a rural district in
Puck County, Pomeranian Voivodeship, in
northern Poland.  

2. Illegible.
3. F.C. Hansa, Mecklenburg, Pommern, FC Hansa

Rostock is a German association football club
based in the city of Rostock, Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern. They have emerged as one of the
most successful clubs from the former East
Germany and have made several appearances in
the top-flight Bundesliga. Hansa Rostock’s
official anthem is “FC Hansa, wir lieben Dich
total”. Hansa struggles with hooliganism,
estimating up to 500 supporters to be leaning
towards violence. The club’s logo consists of
a red sailing ship with a blue sail showing the
Rostock Griffin.

4. Mon École Écologique.org is an organization for
environmental conservation. On 07.01.2021 there
was no website listed on this URL.

5. Illegible.
6. Illegible, apart from ’1962’ in the middle.
7. Innocenti Bruderschaft, EL, 2018, a community

of German Lambretta Innocenti riders and
aficionados.

8. Imag’Ink, Bretignolles Sur Mer, Tatoueur, 06 06
44 13 51, a French tattoo shop.

9. Illegible.
10. Hardly legible, the only word that can be made

out is ‘Futbolom’: Russian for soccer.
11. Kaluga on tour. Kaluga is a Russian city 150km

southwest of Moscow. It is often called the cradle
of space exploration thanks to the city’s most
famous resident: Konstantin Tsiolkovsky.

12. Hansa Ultras, F.C. Hansa. The Ultras are a group
of F.C. Hansa fans (see: ‘3’).

13. Illegible because ‘12’ was stuck over it.
14. Illegible.
15. La Hutoise is a regional student-association for

higher education students from the Belgian town
of Huy and its surroundings. Its aim is to bring
together students from Huy in a spirit of
camaraderie and to perpetuate student folklore.

16. F.C. Hansa, Grimmen. The F.C. Hansa logo (see
‘3’ and ‘12’) is combined with the coat of arms
of Grimmen: a griffin on a pile of 10 bricks.
Grimmen is a German town in Nordvorpommern
on the banks of the river Trebel.

17. Illegible.
18. Heil Hansa. To the left of this text the F.C. Hansa

logo (see ‘3’, ‘12’ and ‘16’), on the right a logo
consisting of a black bull with his tongue out and
a golden crown on his head. This controversial
sticker lead to several arrests in the run-up to the
match between F.C. Hansa Rostock and Bayern
München in February 2020. Supporters of F.C.
Hansa had attached this sticker to public
buildings on their way to the stadium.

19. Illegible because ‘16’ was stuck over it.
20. The Cuban flag.
21. Illegible.
22. Illegible.
23. Kaluga (see ‘11’).
24. De Veterinnen, a round, black sticker with a red

print of a head wearing a round hat and
a carnivalesque collar with a carrot for a nose. No
further information found.

25. Zlombol 11. Z?ombol is a yearly charity car rally
racing event that starts in Katowice Poland.
Contesters must drive a car that was built or
designed during the communist era.
The destination of the 2011 edition was Loch
Ness.

26. F.C. Hansa, Mecklenburg, Pommern, identical
sticker to ‘3’, see also ‘12’, ‘16’, and ‘18’.

27. Torpedo Moscow, only for white. Football club
Torpedo Moscow is a Russian professional club
based in Moscow, founded in 1930. Some fans of
the club wave far-right symbols and banners, both
during and outside of matches. Massive fan-
protest ensued when the club tried to sign a black
player in 2018. The player’s contract
was cancelled.

28. Heil Hansa. See ‘3’, ‘12’, ‘16’, ‘18’ and ‘26’.
29. Illegible.
30. Illegible.
31. Illegible.
32. Illegible.
33. F.C. Hansa. Variation of ‘3’ and ‘26’ with a

circle of yellow crops around the logo. See also
‘12’, ‘16’, ‘18’ and ‘28’.

34. Live animals, contents: Rivne UA. These stickers
are required by the International Air Transport
Association for airline cargo pet travel. Rivne is
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Border
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a city in western Ukraine (UA) with
an international airport. The sticker does not
specify the transported animal but displays a dog,
two birds, two fish and a turtle.

35. Illegible.
36. Illegible.
37. Illegible.
38. Illegible, apart from ‘lska’ on the bottom.
39. Norrland Fly Guys, Reading Water. The sticker

displays a minimal landscape with two pine trees,
and a shed on a chunk of floating ice, a single
four-point star shines in the sky. Norrland is
the northernmost part of Sweden. No further
information found. Whether the ‘fly guys’ own
airplanes or are involved in fly fishing is unclear.

40. This sticker displays – what appears to be –
a smiling potato in front of an enlarged snow
crystal. No further information found.

41. Traumsucht is an artist collective from Berlin.
Their website lists German rap-artists

42. Illegible.

SOURCES
1 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/symbols/flag_en
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