


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Dobermans,
Cobalt, A Glass Bubble, Neptune in opposition [4/20] —
Dispersion, Neptune in opposition [7/20] — Leather, Bent
Concrete, LIGO, 12:13, Fashlight in adark corner of the Ovd
Room, Crocodile Copy, Raisins, Birthday Omen, Raisins,
Crocodile Copy, Origina Copy, Crocodile Copy, A Fever Dream,
Swarms, A peregrine falcon in the internal perimeter, 12:13,
Flashlight in adark corner of the Oval Room, Crocodile Copy,
Directory, Garage Paul > Garage Robert (collection of 2023),
Owls and cats, Tracking, Firing tool, Stopwatch, Neptunein
opposition [19/20] — Approximation, Original Copy, Crocodile
Copy, Directory, Hitch My Wagon To A Star, Neptunein
opposition [16/20] — Unrest, Green or blue, Two Sparta K-10s,
Owned by Fred and Partner, Iguanodon, Passing Time Near a
Particle Accelerator, It’s Pouring, Album, I1t’s Pouring, Album,
Anraum, Mammoth Tree and the Golden Spurs, Negative sheet
17, negative 36, negative 36,5, N 47°12.346' E 18°10.400'

31.01.2026



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 31.01.2026 14:20,
printed on and contains 44 documents on 94 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/31-01-2026-6754/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes Sources
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‘Exit at the dock and kill some rats. Go around the
building to the left, killing the guard and his rats
before flipping the switch. Another guard arrives
kill him too, taking the medkits from both your
victims. Enter the now open front door and kill the
guard on the balcony and his friend who appears on
the ground floor. Grab the shells from your second
kill then shoot out the window and kill the
Dobermans who jump through when you get too
close’

Sources
Tomb Raider 1. The Complete Guide to the Dagger of Xian.

Downloaded from http://www.the-spoiler.com on 4 August, 1999, at
15:03.
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Dobermans

04-08-1999 15:09

\‘ : f S| o WACH EidQs/tomb.raider2.1/tr2menu.htm Pagina 1 van 1
type date filename size author
scan 14.12.2025 walkthrough.jpg 1,9MB Arnout De Cleene

category
animal, encounter, leakage, manual, precipitation

14:01:33



Cathedral glass, or Flemish glass, lets light through,
but distorts visibility. It can show something or
someone is present behind it, but not in detail. Often
used in front doors, it marks the opagque edge
between the private and the public sphere, laying
bare their presence, without disclosing their
contents.

A blue hand, or a spider (Cyriopagopus lividus),
traces the cracks that testify to the fact that the
jammed door had to be closed with force. The
hinges need oiling. Cobalt blue tarantulas are said to
be extremely defensive.
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rg Cobalt

size
type date filename 47 ,32MB; author
photograph 03.11.2021 _44A6301.dng; _44A6305.dng 54,99MB Arnout De Cleene

category
animal, house, impact, insurance, mistake, repair, trompe I"oeil

14:02:06
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The door leading to the kitchen has a section in
stained glass. The other day, | took a closer look at
one of the spots on it, which | had half-consciously
registered every time | passed it. On two square
meters, there are three of them. All areoval in
shape. Two of them seem to beflat bubbles of air,
haphazardly produced during the manufacturing of
the glass, | imagine. The third one, however, is
peculiar. It drew my attention because it appeared to
represent something. Upon closer investigation,

it seemed to allude to different things. A model
ship, like the onesin glass bottles. A dragon, like
the one used on the Welsh national flag. A tailed,
devilish figure riding a cloud-like motorcycle. What
skills the glass worker must have had, to produce an
imagein aglass covered air capsule like this.

| closed the door softly, asthe microwave' s signa
sounded.

the-documents.c



rg A Glass Bubble

type date filename size author
photograph 02.03.2021 _MG_6545.JPG 5,5MB Arnout De Cleene
category

alchemy, decoration, house, mistake, scale, sign, trompe 1%oeil

14:02:51



Asthe light of celestial objects travels through the
Earth’ s atmosphere, the various wavel engths that
make up this light are refracted differently. This
effect is called *dispersion’ and resultsin colour
fringing on the edges of planetary discs: images
with adliver of blue at the top and ared one at the
bottom appear.

When celestial objects are positioned close to the
horizon (like Neptune when observed from
Luxembourg) the images are severely affected: the
path of the light through the atmosphere is longer,
leading to greater dispersion.

For the same reason sunsets are red, Neptune turns
from a monochromatic blue disc into a misaligned,
multicoloured oval.

the-documents.c



Neptune in opposition [4/20] — Dispersion

type date filename size author
photograph 19.09.2022 _44A5790.dng 37,43 MB De Cleene De Cleene

category
astronomy, mistake, Neptune, technology

14:03:35
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Neptune in opposition [4/20] — Dispersion

14:03:35




A seminar on spectroscopy: how, by splitting light
into different, separate rays, it becomes possible to
deduct the chemical composition of stars and
planets far beyond our reach, as those elements
have an effect on the light that reaches the
spectroscope. Beautiful graphs presenting colour in
schemes of black and white. From the moment the
course getsinto the physics of light, my mind
wanders off. What approaches the observer turns
blue, what elongatesitself becomesred. The
teacher’ s leather shoes squeak as he goes back and
forth between his self-made spectroscope and the
desk. Redshift. Blueshift.

We meet him a couple of weeks later on the rooftop
of auniversity building. He opens one of the half-
domes. The sound of the mechanicsis as obtuse as
the shape it alters. A command on the computer
based on coordinates: above our heads, the
telescope slews slowly, only to halt at an apparently
indistinct black region. From within the dome, we
send ourselves an email with the photographs that
we took of Neptune.

University classes will start in a couple of weeks.
The city air is crisp. The roundabout below is
strangely calm. On the horizon, the canopy of a
southern forest delineates the sodium-lit sky.
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rg Neptune in opposition [7/20] — Leather

i
LTS |

type date filename size author
photograph 22.09.2022 _44A5904 .dng 57,76 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

architecture, astronomy, data storage, dusk, encounter, landscape, Neptune, physics, roofing, technology

14:04:02



A block of concrete. Fissures are showing and rebar
issticking out from al sides. If it were still straight,
the block would measure approximately 130 x 15 x
40cm.

Itislying by the side of the road, afew hundred
meters from a construction site. It appearsto be
shaped by impact. Maybe the block plummeted to
the ground from a great height. Perhaps, something
heavy hit it. For all one knows, it served asa
column and was exposed to an unforeseen amount
of pressure, causing it to buckle.

According to Eyal Weizman ‘[a]rchitecture emerges
as a documentary form, not because photographs of
it circulate in the public domain but rather because
it performs variations on the following three things:
it registers the effect of force fields, it contains or
stores these forces in material deformations, and,
with the help of other mediating technologies and
the forum, it transmits this information further.’*

Sources

1 Weizman, E. ‘Introduction’, in; Forensic Architecture. Forensis. The
Architecture of Public Truth. London/Berlin: Sternberg Press, 2014.
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rg Bent Concrete

type date filename size author
photograph 02.06.2021 _44A7339.dng 42 ,54MB Michiel De Cleene
category

archaeology, architecture, crash, impact, mistake, sand

14:04:35



To detect gravitational waves, physicists built
enormous research centers, amongst others

at Livingston, Louisiana. The facility mainly
consists of two tunnelsin an L-shape. Mirrors
inside provide data. Disturbances from gravitational
waves are miniscule. To prevent interference from
outside, such as vibrations caused by people passing
in the neighbourhood, the mirrors have to be
detached from the earth. They ‘float’, suspended by
glass fibersin a pendulum-like construction.

As| was watching my screen, a courier was on his
way to deliver abook (Noel-Todd, J. The Penguin
Book of the Prose Poem: From Baudelaire to Anne
Carson. London: Penguin, 2019).

the-documents.c
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date filename size author

Arnout De Cleene

category

physics, seismology, mirror, interference, book, architecture, mistake

14:04:50



During atwo hour tour, H.V. (head of the science
collection) guided us from the library to the
observatory and back. Along the way, he touched
upon various rarities: one hundred ninety-five
volumes of the Encyclopédie M éthodique
(according to H.V. the most complete copy left in
the world), the severed summit of Mont Blanc
(‘Actually de Saussure brought back atriangular
piece of rock from just below the snow line near the
summit’), an original copy of the publication on the
infamous L tigensteine (‘ These date back to the time
before the hoax was unveiled’)...

In guiding us from room to room, H.V. piled oddity
upon curiosity. He showed a particular interest in all
things fish-related.

Notes

First published in: De Cleene, M. Reference Guide. Amsterdam: Roma
Publications, 2019
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rg 12:13, Flashlight in a dark corner of the Oval Room

type date filename size author
photograph 30.01.2023 teylers._tif 36,68 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, archaeology, architecture, archive, astronomy, book, encounter, hand, Reference Guide, replica/copy

14:05:23



Our one year old’ s favourite toy he's not supposed
to play with isthe HP Officejet Pro L7590 All-in-
onein my office. | have given up on forbidding him
to play with it. We have anew game: he brings me
one of his other toys, we put it on the flatbed, close
thelid —asfar as possible —, press the button
‘START COPY — COLOR’ and wait for the print to
come out of the machine. When we place the
original onto the copy, he laughs. So far we have
copied his blue pacifier, his planet-earth-bouncy-
ball and hisrattling crocodile.

the-documents.c



rg Crocodile Copy

type date filename size author
photograph 16.02.2021 _44A8728.dng 50,04MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, archive, decoration, house, replica/copy, technology, trompe l%oeil, family

14:05:51



When | grew up, my parents told me that the
number of raisinsin the local baker’sraisin bread
attested to the result of the most recent soccer match
of KAA Gent. A victory was celebrated by
throwing more raisins into the dough than usual, a
loaf following a painful loss was hardly araisin
bread at al.

the-documents.c

The baker retired long ago. Today my two-year-old
son picked out al the raisins from his slice of bread.
KAA Gent’s last game was atie against Union.



rg Raisins

type date filename size author
photograph 30.12.2021 IMG_9810.HEIC 1,2 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

family, food

14:06:25



Most mornings | eat three slices of bread. | stack _

them. Between the highest slice and the onein the the-documents.c
middle | put adlice of cheese (young Gouda). | put

the whole in the microwave' for 1 minute and 50

seconds. Theresult iswhat | liketo call

asmelterant.

On the morning of my thirty-second birthday the
plate broke in half during heating.

2 A contraction of smelten (Dutch for melting) and boterham (Dutch for a
slice of bread).



rg Birthday Omen

type date filename size author
photograph 05.08.2021 IMG_1129. jpg 2,06 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

fissure, food, house, sign, technology

14:06:55



