


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.
Your path through the collection lead along Another |etter
from abroad, Anraum, Antlers, APOTD, At the copyshop,
Battery, Bent Concrete, Birthday Omen, Block, Border, Brutal,
Cobalt, Cover, Crash (1), Crash (2), Crocodile Copy, Crodton
d’ Or, Deneef ‘for ever’, Desiccation, Directory, Dome, Dust,
Elevator, Essie, Estuary, F 6, Flint, From Asturias, Into Cantabria,
Gatun Locks, Gold Varnish, Guzmania, Hitch My Wagon To A
Star, Hetéroclites, 164.762/EDK/Y DW, Iguanodon, Index,
Inflation, Investment, It's Pouring, Launching a Website, Lemon,
L1GO, Magic Mountain, Magnifier, Mai Ndombe, Mammoth
Tree and the Golden Spurs, March, Market, Marmara, Measures,
Mirror, Mushroom Picking Prohibited, N 47°12.346' E 18°10.400'
, Original Copy, Passing Time Near a Particle Accelerator,
Phase, Pipe, Plaster, Populus, Potholes, Pretending to be an
artichoke, Quarry, Raisins, Roofing (1), Roofing (2), Roofing (3)
— Simon, tu me manques, Roofing (4) — Celine & Logan, Roofing
(5) — UDI, Roofing (6) — JEM, Room 3, Saturn Stationary,
Schelp, Shelter, Shoulder, Slightly Askew (1), Slightly Askew
(2), Straight in the morning, curvy in the afternoon, Strings, The
Authenticity in the woods of the Bosgue Protector de Arraijan,
The Birds, The Events That Took Place in Grimbergen, The Face
of aChair, The First Light of Day, The Imaginary Edge of the
Roadway, This site has been seized, This Year's Model, Thunder
Afar, Tipp-Ex, Une étoile est-elle un document?, V érandah,
Wayhill, We Welcome Comments, Weight Bench, YAY
HOORAY, 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid Snowmelt, 12M m3 [2/8] Thaw,
12M m3 [3/8] Swell, 12M m3 [4/8] Dam, 12M m3[5/8] It’s
Freezing, 12M ma3 [6/8] 56 years, 12M m3 [7/8] A Fissure, 12M
m3 [8/8] Heating, 2 bdrms, A Bibliographic Reference, A Dead
Insect on the Trunk of a Cedrus Atlantica Glauca, A flowering
juneberry signals a beekeeper’ s spring, A Glass Bubble, A
Seismic Change, A smoker’ s history of energy, Adhesive, Album,
An Unfired Mortar.
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gittelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into an
‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 31.01.2022 12:31,
printed on and contains 113 documents on 231 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/31-01-2022-3629/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes Sources

* DeCleene De Cleeneis Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene. * Briet, S. Qu'est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951.
Together they form aresearch group that focusses on novel ways of » Gittelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from acultural and critical Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.
perspective. *  Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.
www.decleenedecl eene.be / info@decl eenedecl eene.be

e This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish /e covere | HO
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT ((\e Flanders Sowen vomu| GENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects, State of the Art swwonn| - howest

financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.




Because an acquaintance of the family was a
missionary, the postage stamp collection had alarge
quantity of stamps from the Philippines. You had to
boil water, hold the empty envelope above it, wait
until the glue and the missionary’ s saliva loosened
and evaporated, and then gently peel off the stamp.
Then, it was put on a piece of pink blotting paper.
Once dry, the stamp was dlid into atailor-made
booklet.

Between a Horta building’ s facade and King
Baudouin’s portrait, there are exotic fish, religious
scenes, butterflies, and advertisements for NGOs.

Mango is the Philippines national fruit. Pope John
Paul Il visited it in 1995. There was a guerrilla unit
in Northwest Pampanga during WWII.

the-documents.c



rg Another letter from abroad

type date filename size author
scan 23.01.2022 2022-01-22_213134.png 27,7VMB Arnout De Cleene
category

animal, architecture, book, collecting, fruit, sticker

12:29:20



During the one day course Safety and Avalanches,
teacher G.T. shows pictures of different
manifestations of snow and ice. If one learnsto read
them, one can deduce the wind direction when
hiking or skiing in mountainous terrain.

Wind direction is crucial for assessing the stability
of the snow. G.T.’s examples are of Austrian origin.
He speaks about * Anraum’: displaced snow can get
stacked horizontally against an object, such asatree
or across. The snow ‘grows and builds into the
wind’ . Counter-intuitively, the snow pointsto the
side the wind is coming from. One can expect
dangerous terrain in the direction of the ‘unbuilt’
side of the object.

the-documents.c



filename
type date 810px- size
photograph 14.02.2021 Raureif_im_Bayerischen_Wald.JPG 262KB Arnout De Cleene

category
manual, mistake, precipitation, tree, wind, sign

12:29:27




(‘lmaginary landscape in the actual greater Gent,
some thousands of years ago. A grassy riparian
zone separates rivers from the edge of the forests')

Imagine a deserted city of Gent, overtaken by
nature, Thiery asks the reader in his book Het woud
(The Forest). After fifty years, you return to the
city. Buildings have collapsed, streets are
overgrown. It has become an impenetrable, dense
forest, except for the river on which the reader
makes his or her way through it. In the first half of
the twentieth century, Leo Michel Thiery made one
of Belgium’sfirst botanical gardens for educational
purposes. In the middle of an industrialized quarter
of the city of Gent, the garden presented different
sceneries. There were landscapes from the Alps,
dunes, the Ardennes, steppe. Besides sceneries with
chalk-, loam-, marl- and sand-based vegetation,
there were forests, grasslands and swamps.

After his death, Thiery’s garden decayed. Decades
later, it was restored, with the Alps, dunes, the
Ardennes and steppe now classified as a protected
view.

Sources

Thiery, M. Het woud. Een proeve van plantenaardrijkskunde. Gent:
DeGarve, sd., p. 14

the-documents.c



)rg

Antlers

Denkbeeldig landschap in het huidige Groot-Gient, eenige duizenden van jaren
terug. Grazige oeverlanden scheidden er de rivieren van den boschzoom.

type date
scan 21.12.2020
category

animal, botany, book, landscape

filename
Document_2020-12-21_083327.jpg

12:29:28

size
3,2MB

author
Arnout De Cleene



At adental practice, the white Alligat®-powder is
mixed with the right amount of water to get a
mouldable dough that is pressed upon a patient’s
teeth. After thirty seconds, the Alligat®-dough
stiffens and takes on a rubber-like quality. At that
point, still white, it must be removed from the
patient’s mouth. Over the next few hours, the mould
turnsincreasingly pink as the substance becomes
less humid. Now, it can be used as a mould to create
apositive master cast of the patient’s teeth.

Outside the dental practice, the powder’s
possibilities remain to be fully explored.

the-documents.c

Sources

First published as part of De Cleene De Cleene. ‘ Amidst the Fire, | Was
Not Burnt’, Trigger (Special issue: Uncertainty), 2. FOMU/Fw:Books,
25-30
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type date filename size
photograph 27.01.2022 _44A3429 . tif 36,81 MB
category

manual, medicine, packaging, repair, replica/copy

12:29:28
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De Cleene De Cleene



(transcript CNN Saturday morning news, Aired
September 21, 2002 — 07:32 ET)

THISISA RUSH TRANSCRIPT. THIS COPY MAY NOT BEINITS
FINAL FORM AND MAY BE UPDATED.

MILES O'BRIEN, CNN Anchor
Now this Astronomy Picture of
the Day goes back asfar as
the popularization of the Internet.
The discovery of what is now
Netscape, if you will. Let’stake a
look at the guys behind it.
It's an art gallery of astronomy,
featuring explosive supernovas,
deep black holes, flaring comets,
and breathtaking earth views.

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

O'BRIEN (voice-over) Every day since the web
was in itsinfancy, two enthusiastic
astronomers have posted a new image to
Astronomy Picture of the Day.

ROBERT J. NEMIROFF,

NASA Astrophysicist

| think that alot of these would look great in a
galery. They're very different, there’salot of
different colorsinvolved, there’s alot of
different contrasts, alot of different textures.
And, it has the added bonus of being scienti-
fically interesting. It's scientifically true.

O'BRIEN Robert Nimiroff and Jerry Donnell (ph)
choose the images based on their
educational value, newsworthiness,
or just plain beauty.

NEMIROFF

| mean, there’'sa‘wow’ factor here. | usually
know within a second or two of seeing a
picture whether it’s a sure thing for

The Astronomy Picture of the Day, because |
just say ‘“Wow, what is going on there?

O'BRIEN Every imageis archived on the site.
Underneath each pictureis a brief
explanation so that the siteis not just
eye candy but educational, as well.
Including images that give us a new
perspective.

Sources

https://apod.nasa.gov/apod/ap950616.html (original post: June 16, 1995)
http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPT S0209/21/smn.06.html

the-documents.c

NEMIROFF

Recently, people put together a bunch of
pictures from the moon in this great
panorama. Y ou can look all the way around in
the circle and see what the astronauts saw.
The face on Mars, which the best explanation
is, it'sjust arock formation, but there’'salot
of conspiracy people out there who think it’s
more, and the picture of the earth at night.
And, | think it's one of our most

popular images.

O'BRIEN Some images come from telescopes

around the world. Others from the
Hubble Telescope, peering deep into
gpace. Others, from amateur photo-
graphers, an artist’s renditions of black
holes too distant for detail.

NEMIROFF
And you can just look at it and fedl that
you're there.

O'BRIEN Many people take the images from the

site and post them as wallpaper on their
computers, or, create a slideshow
screensaver.

NEMIROFF

Our biggest demographic is the intelligent
professional who works at some company and
has a computer on the desk, has aweb
browser, and they check us out. We've got e-
mail that we' re many people’ s morning cup of
coffee.

O'BRIEN Whether you're a space junkie or just

enjoy looking up at the sky, Astronomy
Picture of the Day isworth the visit.



rg APOTD

Astronomy Picture of the Day

The sky is filled with breathtaking pictures, many of which are available on the World Wide Web. Each day we feature a different picture of some part of our fascinating universe, along with a brief explanation written by a professional astronomer.

m

Today's

Explanation:

If the Earth could somehow be transformed to the ultra-high density of a neutron star , it might appear as it does in the above computer generated figure. Due to the very strong gravitational field, the neutron star distorts light from the background sky greatly. If you look closely, two images of the constellation
Orion are visible. The gravity of this particular neutron star is 50 great that no part of the neutron star is blocked from view - light is pulled around by gravity even from the back of the neutron star.

We keep an archive file

Astronomy Picture of the Day is brought to you by Robert Nemiroff and Jerry Bonnell . Original material on this page is copyrighted to Robert Nemiroff and Jerry Bonnell.

filename
type date Schermafbeelding 2021-01-12 om size author
screenshot 11.01.2021 21.54.58_png 225KB Arnout De Cleene

category
astronomy, archive, encyclopaedia, physics

12:29:28



At the copyshop, on a shelf above photocopier 8, the-documents.c
the lid of abox of paper serves as the container for |

‘forgotten originals'.*

Notes
1 Thebook being copied: Didi-Huberman, G. La ressemblance par contact

. Archéologie, anachronisme et modernité de|’empreinte. Paris: Les
Editions de Minuit, 2008.



rg At the copyshop

type date filename size author
photograph 28.09.2021 IMG_0105.JPG 1,8MB Arnout De Cleene
category

archaeology, book, mistake, replica/copy

12:29:28



Due to strict regulations during the COVD-19-
pandemic, the yearly vehicle inspection had to be
scheduled by appointment. Getting ready to drive to
the DMV, the car wouldn't start. It had rained
heavily, the preceding days. The day before the
DMV -appointment, water had come running into
the car on pushing the pedals. My socks were wet.

| called the DMV to say | needed to cancel the
appointment and make a new one (but that the car,
besides not being able to drive, was perfectly fine,
vehicle-inspection-wise).

Later that day, we got the engine up and running
again, using jumper cables and a second car, so we
would be able to drive to meet the midwife the
next day.

Sources
Renault Clio. Instructieboekje. 2012. PDF-file

the-documents.c
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Battery

ACCU: storing (4/4)
Starten met starthulpkabels

Sluit de starthulpkabels als volgt aan tussen
de twee auto’s:

Controleer of de starthulpkabels, verkrijg-
baar bij uw merkdealer, dik genoeg zijn en in
goede staat verkeren.

Beide accu’s moeten dezelfde span-
ning hebben: 12 volt. De hulpaccu moet
minstens de capaciteit (Ampere-uur, Ah)
hebben van de ontladen accu.

Let erop dat de auto’s elkaar niet raken
(kortsluitingsgevaar als u de pluspolen met
elkaar verbindt) en dat de ontladen accu
goed aangesloten is. Zet het contact af van
uw auto.

Laat de motor van de hulpauto met een mid-
delmatig toerental draaien.

Sluit de positieve kabel A op de steun 7 op
de pluspool 2 (+) van de ontladen accu aan
en daarna op de pluspool 3 (+) van de hulp-
accu.

Sluit de negatieve kabel B aan op de min-
pool 4 (-) van de hulpaccu en daarna op de
minpool 5 (-) van de ontladen accu.

Sluit de kabels A en B uitsluitend aan op
de aangegeven aansluitingen.

Start de motor op de normale wijze. Maak,
zodra hij draait, de kabels A en B in omge-
keerde volgorde (5-4-3-2) los.

Controleer of de kabels A en B

A elkaar nergens raken en of de
S positieve kabel A geen me-
talen delen van de hulpauto

raakt.

Risico van letsel en/of beschadiging van
de auto.

5.31
filename
type date Schermafbeelding 2020-12-30 om size author
screenshot 30.12.2020 20.40.39.png 954KB Arnout De Cleene
category

automobile, crash, epidemic, precipitation, technology, government

12:29:29




A block of concrete. Fissures are showing and rebar
issticking out from al sides. If it were still straight,
the block would measure approximately 130 x 15 x
40cm.

Itislying by the side of the road, afew hundred
meters from a construction site. It appearsto be
shaped by impact. Maybe the block plummeted to
the ground from a great height. Perhaps, something
heavy hit it. For all one knows, it served asa
column and was exposed to an unforeseen amount
of pressure, causing it to buckle.

According to Eyal Weizman ‘[a]rchitecture emerges
as a documentary form, not because photographs of
it circulate in the public domain but rather because
it performs variations on the following three things:
it registers the effect of force fields, it contains or
stores these forces in material deformations, and,
with the help of other mediating technologies and
the forum, it transmits this information further.’*

Sources

1 Weizman, E. ‘Introduction’, in; Forensic Architecture. Forensis. The
Architecture of Public Truth. London/Berlin: Sternberg Press, 2014.

the-documents.c



rg Bent Concrete

type date filename size author
photograph 02.06.2021 _44A7339.dng 42 ,54MB Michiel De Cleene
category

archaeology, architecture, crash, impact, mistake, sand

12:29:29



Most mornings | eat three slices of bread. | stack _

them. Between the highest slice and the onein the the-documents.c
middle | put adlice of cheese (young Gouda). | put

the whole in the microwave' for 1 minute and 50

seconds. Theresult iswhat | liketo call

asmelterant.

On the morning of my thirty-second birthday the
plate broke in half during heating.

2 A contraction of smelten (Dutch for melting) and boterham (Dutch for a
slice of bread).



rg Birthday Omen

type date filename size author
photograph 05.08.2021 IMG_1129. jpg 2,06 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

fissure, food, house, sign, technology

12:29:30



‘The masonsin training pour a concrete slab and
build four walls upon it in a stretcher bond. Then
the block comes to our department and the students
in the course Electrical installer (residential) can
grind channels and drill cavitiesinit.’

[...]

‘It s not always a success from the outset, but they
learn quickly.’

[...]

‘Never grind horizontally, always vertically.
Diagonally if there is no other way.’

[...]

‘“Two fingers wide.’

[...]

‘ After thisit goes to the sanitary department. After
the bell drilling, the demolition hammer follows and
the masons make us a new block.’

Competentiecentrum VDAB, Wondelgem,
July 2019.

Notes

First published in A+ Architecturein Belgium, A+ 279, Schools (August,
September 2019), https.//www.a-plus.be/nl/tijdschrift/schools

the-documents.c



rg Block

type date filename size author
photograph 04.05.2021 _44a7269.jpg 27,17MB Michiel De Cleene
category

architecture, brick, fissure, house, mistake, parking

12:29:30



Belgium, approximately 1.5km from the French
border, photograph made on 16.06.2018.

The European flag symbolises both the European
Union and, more broadly, the identity and unity of
Europe. It features acircle of 12 gold stars on ablue
background. They stand for the ideals of unity,
solidarity and harmony among the peoples of
Europe. The number of stars has nothing to do with
the number of member countries, though the circle
isasymbol of unity.

1. Coat of arms of Gmina Puck, arural district in
Puck County, Pomeranian Voivodeship, in
northern Poland.

Illegible.

3. F.C. Hansa, Mecklenburg, Pommern, FC Hansa
Rostock is a German association football club
based in the city of Rostock, Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern. They have emerged as one of the
most successful clubs from the former East
Germany and have made severa appearances
in the top-flight Bundesliga. Hansa Rostock’ s
official anthem is“FC Hansa, wir lieben Dich
total”. Hansa struggles with hooliganism,
estimating up to 500 supporters to be leaning
towards violence. The club’slogo consists of
ared sailing ship with a blue sail showing the
Rostock Griffin.

4. Mon Ecole Ecologique.org is an organization
for environmental conservation. On 07.01.2021
there was no website listed on this URL.

N

5. lllegible.
6. lllegible, apart from’1962" inthe middle.
7. Innocenti Bruderschaft, EL, 2018, a community

of German Lambretta Innocenti riders and
aficionados.

8. Imag’Ink, Bretignolles Sur Mer, Tatoueur, 06
06 44 13 51, a French tattoo shop.

9. lllegible.

10. Hardly legible, the only word that can be made
out is* Futbolom’: Russian for soccer.

11. Kaugaon tour. KalugaisaRussian city 150km
southwest of Moscow. It is often called the
cradle of space exploration thanksto the city’s
most famous resident: Konstantin Tsiolkovsky.

12. HansaUltras, F.C. Hansa. The Ultrasare a
group of F.C. Hansafans (see: ‘3').

13. lllegible because ‘12" was stuck over it.

14. lllegible.

15. LaHutoiseisaregiona student-association for
higher education students from the Belgian
town of Huy and its surroundings. Itsaim isto

Sources
1 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/symbol/flag_en

16.

17.
18.

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

25.

26.

27.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

the-documents.c

bring together students from Huy in a spirit of
camaraderie and to perpetuate student folklore.
The logo consists of atwo headed bird of prey
with a cap on each head. The bird wears a scarf
over one shoulder and holds a glass of beer in
each paw.

F.C. Hansa, Grimmen. The F.C. Hansalogo
(see*3 and ‘12’) is combined with the coat of
arms of Grimmen: agriffin on apile of 10
bricks. Grimmen is a German town in
Nordvorpommern on the banks of the river
Trebel.

Illegible.

Heil Hansa. To the left of thistext the F.C.
Hansalogo (see‘3', ‘12" and *16’), on the right
alogo consisting of ablack bull with his tongue
out and a golden crown on his head.

This controversial sticker lead to several arrests
in the run-up to the match between F.C. Hansa
Rostock and Bayern Minchen in February
2020. Supporters of F.C. Hansa had attached
this sticker to public buildings on their way to
the stadium.

Illegible because ‘16" was stuck over it.

The Cuban flag.

Illegible.

Illegible.

Kauga(see‘11').

De Veterinnen, around, black sticker with
ared print of a head wearing around hat and
acarnivalesque collar with a carrot for a nose.
No further information found.

Zlombol 11. Zéombol isayearly charity car
rally racing event that startsin Katowice
Poland. Contesters must drive a car that was
built or designed during the communist era.
The destination of the 2011 edition was Loch
Ness.

F.C. Hansa, Mecklenburg, Pommern, identical
stickerto ‘3, seedso ‘12’, ‘16’, and ‘' 18'.
Torpedo Moscow, only for white. Football club
Torpedo Moscow is a Russian professional
club based in Moscow, founded in 1930. Some
fans of the club wave far-right symbols and
banners, both during and outside of matches.
Massive fan-protest ensued when the club tried
to sign ablack player in 2018. The player’s
contract was cancelled.

Heil Hansa. See‘3', ‘12,16, ‘18 and ‘' 26'.
Illegible.

Illegible.

Illegible.

Illegible.



rg Border

type date filename size author
photograph 20.01.2021 _44A2787 .dng 52,4MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, automobile, brick, parking, sign, sticker

12:29:31



