


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.
Your path through the collection lead along Residu, Roofing
(5) — UDI, Le dos-cul ment, Crocodile Copy, A Fever Dream,
Swarms, Wheelhouse (replica), Dust, Backpack, ThisYear’'s
Model, LIGO, Neptune in opposition [6/20] — Pier, A Seismic
Change, The Birds, License Plate, Tipp-EX

30.09.2025



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 30.09.2025 14:44,
printed on and contains 16 documents on 35 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/30-09-2025-6661/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.
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The last couple of days have been dry. Rainis
expected for the weekend. The office buckets are in
place and are empty, except for some residue. Dirt,
sand, afew hairs. Some particles must have come
along with the drops when they made their way
through the roof.

the-documents.c



type date filename author
photograph 07.08.2025 IMG_5108.HEIC Arnout De Cleene

category
architecture, collecting, data storage, precipitation, leakage

14:39:22




The torn off section of roofing on the grass has part
of atext carved init: ‘UDI’ and ‘EN’ are till
legible. It must have come from another roof; the
one shown in the photograph has no missing
sections, nor visible repairs.

Theroofing that is still on the garage shows a
drawing of some kind. A floorplan for a squarish
building with a supporting column along each side,
or the layout for atactical explanation, perhaps.

the-documents.c



rg Roofing (5) — UDI

type date filename size author
photograph 14.04.2021 IMG_6509. jpeg 6,90MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, decoration, fissure, map/plan, parking, roofing, sign

14:39:45



Thisisatrace, and it isnot.

Ceci est unetrace et nel’ est pas.

What is a trace?

QU’ est-ce qu’ une trace?

Le document n’ en est pas, le document documente.
Documents what?

Peu importe, le mot ‘document’ est dérivé du latin
docere, C'est adire...

to show, to teach, to instruct. The document is
docile, unlike the trace.

Latrace ne montre pas, N’ enseigne pas, n’'instruit en
rien, amoins d’ interpréter.

Thetrace asindexical: it does not ‘show' though
one can seeit. It does not teach,

sauf gue tout nous pré-existe, ou plutét, nous
insiste, n’ est-ce pas?

It doesn’t: it’s never there as such until we name it
0.

Documenti!
Papiere!

Poetes, vos papiers!
(Léo Ferre 1956)

L e document.

L e dos-cul ment.
Le d’ au-cul ment.
Le dé au cul ment.
Mais co-ment?

Butt how?

The do-cum-meant.
The doc-cue-mint.
The dock-comment.

Thisis a cardboard mousepad.
Are you happy now?

Are you happy?

Areyou?

Now?

document: a paper or set of papers with written or
printed information, especially of an official type.
(https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/engli

‘He' s more of an official type.’

A document is a written, drawn, presented, or
memorialized representation of thought, often the
manifestation of non-fictional, as well asfictional,
content

Notes

Sébastien Conard (1982) is a graphic artist, writer and teacher. He draws,
writes and publishes comics, post-comics and artist’s books. From 2023
until 2026, he will explore the graphic trace in the context of a
postdoctoral research project at LUCA School of Arts.

the-documents.c

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Document)
‘She was quite content.’

Tha back-ass lies!



rg L e dos-cul ment

7

type date filename size author
scan 06.01.2023 Conard-Mousepad2022.png 115KB Sébastien Conard
category

book, data storage, manual, sign

14:40:01



Our one year old’ s favourite toy he's not supposed
to play with isthe HP Officejet Pro L7590 All-in-
onein my office. | have given up on forbidding him
to play with it. We have anew game: he brings me
one of his other toys, we put it on the flatbed, close
thelid —asfar as possible —, press the button
‘START COPY — COLOR’ and wait for the print to
come out of the machine. When we place the
original onto the copy, he laughs. So far we have
copied his blue pacifier, his planet-earth-bouncy-
ball and hisrattling crocodile.

the-documents.c



rg Crocodile Copy

type date filename size author
photograph 16.02.2021 _44A8728.dng 50,04MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, archive, decoration, house, replica/copy, technology, trompe l%oeil, family

14:40:34



During the night, both of us get unwell. One of usis
shaking, intensely and relentlessly. The windows
are open. For minutes that seem to be hours, it feels
like it sfreezing. We get extra blankets. Then, it
getstoo hot.

One of us dreams about coccodrillos. It starts out
with asingle animal, like the one we saw in the
National Archaeological Museum, escaping from an
aquarium, and ends with lots of little ones crawling
all over the place. It'simpossible to know how
many have escaped.

The other dreams about seismologist Luigi
Palmieri’ s unfortunate assistant and his family’s
quest to redeem his good name. To deprive him of
the burden and guilt set upon him by Luigi
Palmieri’ s report of the 1872 eruption of Vesuvius,
the assistant’ s offspring were building a monument
just below the observatory in which their great-
grandfather fell asleep. The monument was
permanently, and continuously, unfinished.

We both dream of hearing fireworks in Naples.

In the morning, we' re slightly alarmed that we both
got sick and feverish at the same instant. It’ sthe
middle of January, and the weather has been
summerlike all week. A gentle morning breeze flies
in from the Neapolitan bay while we wait for the
bus to take us to the airport.

Sources

First published as part of De Cleene De Cleene. ‘ Amidst the Fire, | Was
Not Burnt’, Trigger (Special issue: Uncertainty), 2. FOMU/Fw:Books,
25-30

the-documents.c



type date filename size author
photograph 24.02.2022 DCDC_napels_089_vuurwerk.tif 75,46 MB De Cleene De Cleene

category
angst, animal, seismology, Vesuvius

14:41:09




July. Our eight-month-old son has afever. We have
a hard time getting him to drink enough. Thetally
marks on the back of atortellini-box keep track of
the diapers he wets and the millilitres of milk and
electrolytes he' s able to hold down.

Stuck inside with worrying parents, a sticker-book
about afarm is his brother’ s favourite pass-time.
Tired of having to go back and forth between the
pastures and the sticker-filled sheets we decide to
use my arm as arepository for animals that share a
habitat.

the-documents.c



rg Swarms

14

type date filename size author
photograph 23.01.2024 IMG_6467 . jpeg 1,66 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

collecting, family, hand, sticker

14:41:45



The GPS-plotter displays the ship near Keyhaven )
Lake, indefinitely. The sea appears cam, the the-documents.

horizon is level from one perspective.



rg Wheelhouse (replica)

type date filename size author
photograph 20.03.2022 bridge_001.jpg 15,31 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

map/plan, Reference Guide, replica/copy, sea, sticker, trompe l%oeil

14:42:00



