


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.
Your path through the collection lead along Invalid
Testament, 2024, Adhesive, Crash (2), Crash (1), Thefirst light of
day, At the copyshop, Une étoile est-elle un document?, Lemon,
Mushroom Picking Prohibited, Dust, Bent Concrete, The
Imaginary Edge of the Roadway, From Asturias, Into Cantabria,

Border, A Transparent Forest, Backpack, 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid
Snowmelt

30.05.2024



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 30.05.2024 11:33,
printed on and contains 17 documents on 37 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/30-05-2024-6323/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.
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Theinvalidity of this official document is caused by _

the fact that it is produced by a machine. Unlike a the-documents.c
photograph, the authenticity of this document relies

on direct contact between hand, pen and paper.

Notes

e Max Pinckers (°1988, BE) and Victoria Gonzalez-Figueras (°1988, CA)
are based in Brussels, Belgium. They have been working together for the
past ten years on documentary photography projects. Victoriaworksin
the cultural field as aresearcher and producer. Max is a speculative
documentarian, teacher and occasional writer on photography. They are
married, in love, and have a son. Victoria has consistently assisted Max
in his projects as a production manager, but they have recently been
making new work together as co-authors. “Double Reward” is the first
such project.

* Inspring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.



rg Invalid Testament, 2024

type date filename size author
photograph 30.05.2024 Testament. jpg 4,4 MB Max Pinckers
category

government, hand, technology, Trigger

11:32:12



The Bahrain Formula 1 Grand Prix takes place
every year since the track’ sinauguration in 2004 —
except for 2011 when the race was cancelled due to
protests in the wake of the Arab Spring. To prevent
sand from covering the track and entering the air-
ducts and engines, the sand near the track is sprayed
with an adhesive to keep it from blowing around.

The cloud of sand in the picture (made near Avenue
61 on an artificial island close to Seef) was made by
kicking it into the frame while M.R. and M.D.C.
had to stop and wait for atruck that was being
towed after the driver lost control over the vehicle
and flipped it onto its side. Days earlier M.D.C. had
tried to make a photograph of the F1-track, but
couldn’t get close enough to make a decent picture.

the-documents.c



rg Adhesive

type date filename size author
photograph 18.12.2020 _44A7884 .dng 58,4MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, Bahrain, crash, drought, sand, trompe l%oeil

11:32:25



Near Avenue 61 on an artificial island close to Sesf, _

atruck is being towed after the driver lost control the-documents.c
over the vehicle and flipped it onto its side. A warm

wind blows in from the Persian Gulf.

A police officer signals usto come closer. ‘Why are
you taking pictures? he asks. ‘Thisisjust an
accident. Y ou have to delete the pictures from your
phone. Now.” After checking the pictures-folder on
our phones, he getsin his car, drives afew metres,
stops the car and rolls down his window. ‘ And don’t
doit again!” heyells. Then he drives off, raising a
cloud of sand in hiswake.

Notes
Photograph taken and recovered from my trash bin on 18.12.2020.



rg Crash (2)

e

e gl
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type date filename size author
photograph 08.05.2021 IMG_5071. jpeg 2,71MB Michiel De Cleene
category

Bahrain, crash, data storage, drought, government, interference, mistake, parking, sand, technology

11:32:29



In June, 2014, a severe hailstorm hit Belgium.
Warnings were broadcast. A football game between
the national teams of Belgium and Tunisiawas
paused. The morning after, there were small dents
in the hood and the roof of the car, each asquare
centimeter in size, some 10 centimeters separated
from each other. The storm didn’t get a name.

Assessing the damage, the insurance company’s
expert took the dents into account to establish the
wreck’ sworth.

the-documents.c



rg Crash (1)

TS e

type date filename size author
photograph 16.10.2020 IMG_2236.JPG 2,8MB Arnout De Cleene
category

automobile, crash, precipitation, insurance

11:32:33



A year ago, mid-August, just before sunrise, the
mostly unlit office buildings line the road that leads
to the underground parking. | turn off the ignition.
I’'min F36. The walls are painted pink. Looking for
the exit, | take the escalator and get stuck in an
empty shopping mall. The music is playing but all
the shops are closed off with steel shutters. So are
the exits. I’m out of place. In keeping early
customers out, the mall is keeping haphazard
visitorsin. I'm back in the parking lot. The elevator
is broken. | take the stairs and walk by a homeless
man, sleeping. There s shit on the floor. | open the
door that leads out of the stairwell. It slams shut
behind me. There's no doorknob. | find myself on a
dark floor between mall and parking lot. People are
sleeping; some are awake. Heads turn toward me. |
start walking slightly uphill towards where | think |
might find an exit, or an entrance. The scale of the
architecture has shifted from car (F36) and
customer (the closed mall) to truck. | find myself
amidst the supply-chain. It takes five minutes,
maybe fifteen, maybe more to get out and see the
office buildings towering over mein thefirst light
of day.

the-documents.c



Thefirst light of day

rg

AR

[T R

T )T ) e e e o i B ) ) Ee el e el 0 Tl el T ) ) ) ) S v ) ) e o e e 1
T 1 ) o o o ) B o o ) ] ) ) e O e )1 = e e e e | 0 e e e
\ DR O EEEEEEEEE O EEEE TR EE S EE S e T IEEREEEEE

author

filename

date

type

De Cleene

Michiel

52 MB

44A4965.dng

15.10.2021

photograph

category

angst, architecture, automobile, economy, map/plan, mistake, music, parking

:32:38
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At the copyshop, on a shelf above photocopier 8, the-documents.c
the lid of abox of paper serves as the container for |

‘forgotten originals'.*

Notes
1 Thebook being copied: Didi-Huberman, G. La ressemblance par contact

. Archéologie, anachronisme et modernité de|’empreinte. Paris: Les
Editions de Minuit, 2008.



rg At the copyshop

type date filename size author
photograph 28.09.2021 IMG_0105.JPG 1,8MB Arnout De Cleene
category

archaeology, book, mistake, replica/copy

11:32:44



In the introduction to her book Qu’ est-ce que la
documentation?, French ‘documentalist’” Suzanne
Briet asks what a document is. In a scrappy scan of
her book | found online I am highlighting almost
everything she writes. Is a star adocument? Briet
saysitisn't. But the catalogues and photographs of
stars are. When | quickly opened the file with
Apple's‘Preview’ application to check the above

paraphrase, the highlighted sentences were illegible.

Notes
Briet iscited in Lisa Gitelman’s Paper Knowledge (2014).

the-documents.c

Sources

Briet, S. Qu’ est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951. Online:
http://martinetl free.fr/suzannebriet/questcequel adocumentati on/bri et. pdf



Une étoile est-elle un document?

filename
type date Schermafbeelding 2021-05-13 om author
screenshot 17.05.2021 11.41.58.png De Cleene De Cleene

category
astronomy, book, mistake, replica/copy

11:32:47




Depending on the language one chooses, the
Wikipedia entry for ‘document’ shows a different
picture. The French-language page shows what
appears to be a Slovenian thesis written in 1984.
The caption statesit is a‘book of Czechoslovak
computer science author Kvétoslav Soustal about
computer networks' . The image was uploaded by
Kelovy, a Slovakian mushroom-picker.

The anonymous hand rests on alemon-yellow
tablecloth, on which ayellow book and a blue
binded file lie. The top left corner is the most
intriguing, however: the tablecloth seemsto be
draped over alemon, alongside a drinking glass.
The cloth, however, does not get shaped

by the lemon. Nor does the shadow-side of the
lemon coincide with the shadow the other
documents throw on the tablecloth. A closer look

seems to indicate that the lemon isin fact an image

of alemon, printed on a plastic napkin.
The Russian wikipedia shows the image of alease

agreement. The German wikipediafor ‘ document’
istext only.

Sources

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Document#/media/Fichier: KVETOSLAV_S

OUSTAL_BOOK.JPG, created October 3, 2006 / original in original:
paper, 1984

the-documents.c



rg Lemon

SLOVENSKA VYSOKA SKOLA TECHNICKA V BRATISLAVE
USTAV VYPOCTOVEJ TECHNIKY

< Ing. Kvétosiav Soustal

¢ £ SIETE
~ OKALNE POCITACOV
4 (CH PRINCIPY A FUNKCIE)

TeoTes iy 4 <h

ol 7 7.‘» ,':4-,«-{4‘3/7‘

i1 o s Al -’:4 P - ‘e ';-1».,_‘/- e ;.- y = ;’i"@.“’:

e S A0 G W A el I B BE. - Mo
ALl 7 ol & W el T i, ISR r'ohv\?;: -u_.‘h‘?g-

type date filename size author
photograph 23.12.2020 KVETOSLAV_SOUSTAL_BOOK.JPG 956KB Arnout De Cleene
category

book, encyclopaedia, fruit, food, trompe I%oeil, cloth, manual, technology

11:32:52



I must have driven past this rocky landscape about
sixteen times, going back and forth between
viewpoints and the house the parents of afriend let
me stay in. On the last day, | |eft early for the
airport, pulled into alay-by, took my tripod and
camera out of the trunk of the red Volkswagen Polo
rental car and made two photographs.* It was only
when | got home, had the film developed, scanned it
and was removing dust particles from thefile, that

| discovered the hand painted text on the rock:
‘PROIBIDO BUSCAR SETAS.

Notes

the-documents.c



)rg

Mushroom Picking Prohibited

filename
type date Untitled99993-dustfree-nosharpen- size
photograph 19.05.2021 crop2.psd 365,37MB

category
automobile, dusk, food, landscape, parking, sign, tree

11:32:56

author
Michiel De Cleene



Ten years ago, in November, | drove up to Frisia—
the northernmost province of The Netherlands. |
was there to document the remains of air
watchtowers: a network of 276 towers that were
built in the fifties and sixties to warn the troops and
population of possible aerial danger coming from
the Soviet Union. It was very windy. The camera
shook heavily. The poplars surrounding the
concrete tower leaned heavily to one side.

| drove up to the seaside, afew kilometers farther.
The wind was still strong when | reached the grassy
dike that overlooked the kite-filled beach. | exposed
the last piece of film left on the roll. Strong gusts of
wind blew landwards.

Months later | didn’t bother to blow off the dust that
had settled on the film before scanning it. A
photograph without use, with low resolution, made
for the sake of the archive's completeness.

The dust on the film appears to be carried
landwards, by the same gust of wind lifting the kites.

the-documents.c



rg Dust

type date filename size author
photograph 06.09.2021 LWT-Oudemirdum0002._tif 28,17 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

architecture, archive, data storage, landscape, sea, wind

11:33:01



A block of concrete. Fissures are showing and rebar
issticking out from al sides. If it were still straight,
the block would measure approximately 130 x 15 x
40cm.

Itislying by the side of the road, afew hundred
meters from a construction site. It appearsto be
shaped by impact. Maybe the block plummeted to
the ground from a great height. Perhaps, something
heavy hit it. For all one knows, it served asa
column and was exposed to an unforeseen amount
of pressure, causing it to buckle.

According to Eyal Weizman ‘[a]rchitecture emerges
as a documentary form, not because photographs of
it circulate in the public domain but rather because
it performs variations on the following three things:
it registers the effect of force fields, it contains or
stores these forces in material deformations, and,
with the help of other mediating technologies and
the forum, it transmits this information further.’*

Sources

1 Weizman, E. ‘Introduction’, in; Forensic Architecture. Forensis. The
Architecture of Public Truth. London/Berlin: Sternberg Press, 2014.

the-documents.c



rg Bent Concrete

type date filename size author
photograph 02.06.2021 _44A7339.dng 42,54MB Michiel De Cleene
category

archaeology, architecture, crash, impact, mistake, sand

11:33:04



