


org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Swarms, From
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents - if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 29.01.2024 22:46,
printed on and contains 16 documents on 36 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/30-01-2024-5567/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes Sources

* DeCleene De Cleeneis Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene. * Briet, S. Qu'est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951.
Together they form aresearch group that focusses on novel ways of » Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from acultural and critical Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.
perspective. *  Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.
www.decleenedecl eene.be / info@decl eenedecl eene.be

e This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish /e covere | HO
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT (& Flanders Sowen vomu| GENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects, State of the Art swwonn| - howest

financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.




July. Our eight-month-old son has afever. We have
a hard time getting him to drink enough. Thetally
marks on the back of atortellini-box keep track of
the diapers he wets and the millilitres of milk and
electrolytes he' s able to hold down.

Stuck inside with worrying parents, a sticker-book
about afarm is his brother’ s favourite pass-time.
Tired of having to go back and forth between the
pastures and the sticker-filled sheets we decide to
use my arm as arepository for animals that share a
habitat.

the-documents.c



rg Swarms

type date filename size author
photograph 23.01.2024 IMG_6467.jpeg 1,66 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

collecting, family, hand, sticker

00:40:14



A haf aday’swalk from the Fuente Dé teleférico,
there are less and less traces of passers-by. The path
to Sotres suddenly runs through alusher green.

The fence between two pastures keeps the sheep
from crossing and coincides with the border
between two regions. A hole in the fence would
change the landscape’ s hue.

the-documents.c



rg From Asturias, Into Cantabria

W
type date filename size author
photograph 15.05.2021 _MG_9795. jpg 4,6MB Arnout De Cleene
category

animal, landscape, government

00:40:50



Today | brought an old bedspring, the styrofoam the
air-humidifier camein, afew bags of sawdust and
some scrap pieces of plywood to the municipal
recycling center. As| was waiting to mount the
stairs to the scrap metal container, a gray-haired
man wearing blue leather shoes, dark jeansand a
checkered shirt was tipping — with relative ease — a
weight bench over the edge of the container.

the-documents.c



rg Weight Bench

IV ﬂ\ 'G 9

Controle tickel

Recyclagepark Caardeniers s

2/-7-2021 12:48:10

Particulieren

Alle Ancere
Huidig bezoek 2 aanbiadingen
Resterend saldo 7 aanbedingen

Kaartnr 219 '5
Dit ticket moet goizd zichtbaar aar de

voorruit geplaatst worden

vj; INMOVATORS IN ACCESS TECHNOL O

type date filename size author
photograph 26.07.2021 IMG_7874 .HEIC 1,2MB Michiel De Cleene
category

crash, impact, waste

00:41:10



The building is amost finished. One apartment is
till up for sale, on the top floor. The contractor is
finishing up. There’salong list of comments and
deficiencies that need to be addressed before the
building can be handed over definitively to the
owner. The elevator’ swalls are protected by
styrofoam to prevent squares, levels, measures,
drills, air compressors, chairs, bird cages, etc. from
making scratches on the brand new wooden
panelling.

In 1932 Brassai began taking photographs of graffiti
scratched into walls of Parisian buildings. On his
long walks he was often accompanied by the author
Raymond Queneau, who lived in the same building
but on a different floor. Brassai published a small
collection of the photographs in Minotaure,
illustrating an articletitled * Du mur des cavernes au
mur d'usine’ [*From cave wall to factory wall’].

the-documents.c



rg Elevator

type date filename size author
photograph 13.11.2021 IMG_0039.jpeg 2,57 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

architecture, decoration, sign

00:41:24



‘Meunerie Duyckers & Conors, |es nouveaux
moulins’, better known as ‘De Nieuwe Molens', isa
flour mill established in 1897 in the north of Gent
along the Verbindingskanaal. Due to increased
production, the original 1897 building doubled in
1904.

Only the facade of the iconic warehouse has been
preserved along with the recently renovated
gasometers. The building is now part of the
Tondeliersite. It has been converted into lofts and
flats, and was extended with a new construction.

Sources
https://inventaris.onroerenderfgoed.be/erfgoedobj ecten/18269
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rg Negative sheet 16, negative 24, negative 24,5

KODAK PX S062

ILFORD FP4. JS

type date filename size author
scan 08.09.2023 016b_16.jpg 1,28 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

architecture, archive, economy, panorama

00:41:33



In Walter Benjamin’s The Arcades Project,
Convolute Q is dedicated to the panorama.
Benjamin writes: * Setup of the panoramas: View
from araised platform, surrounded by a balustrade,
of surfaces lying round about and beneath. The
painting runs along a cylindrical wall approximately
a hundred meters long and twenty meters high. The
principal panoramas of the great panorama painter
Prévost: Paris, Toulon, Rome, Naples, Amsterdam,
Tilsit, Wagram, Calais, Antwerp, London, Florence,
Jerusalem, Athens. Among his pupils: Daguerre’

(Qla, 1).

Sources

Benjamin, W. The Arcades Project (H. Eiland & K. McLaughlin, trans.).
Cambridge/London: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press,
2002, p. 528.
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rg Negative sheet 13, negative 24, negative 24,5

ODAK 5053 TMY KODAK 5053 TMY

type date filename size author
scan 31.05.2023 013b_16.jpg 1,18 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

architecture, archive, decoration, fissure, panorama

00:42:06



A Sunday stroll near my parents' house. Along one
of the roads between the fields, old poplars have
been felled. Y oung trees have been planted. Each
one has a baby blue coloured label, identifying them
as Poplar tree, and, more specifically, the ‘Vesten’
cultivar. This cultivar is planted sinceit is one of
the cultivars known for its resistance with regards to
bacteria, diseases and insects. The tags on the trunks
have staples keeping them together. They're like
bracelets. Come spring, the expanding diameter of
the fast growing poplar species’ trunk will tear

them apart.

Sources

Steenackers, M., Schamp, K., & De Clercg, W. (2018). De INBO
variéteiten van populier, een aanwinst voor de Europese populierenteelt.
Slvabelgica: tijdschrift van de koninklijke belgische
bosbouwmaatschappij = bulletin de la société royale forestieére de
belgique, N°4/2018, 40-47. [5].
https://purews.inbo.be/ws/portalfiles/portal/15044340/Dossier_populier_|
NBO_KBBM.pdf
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rg

Populus

filename
type date Handgeschreven_2021-01-
scan 25.01.2021 25_091710.jpg

category
botany, tree, packaging, house, epidemic, family

00:42:27

size
823KB

author
Arnout De Cleene



According to @missbluesette, the green K-10 put
up for sale by Fred from Zwolle that | came across
on marktplaats.nl on 29 September 2022 is not
green, but blue. The colour resembles turquoise, |
explain, acolour | have always called green. No,
turquoise is not green, but blue, she replies. And the
texts of my Instagram posts are too long, she says,
So she doesn't read them.

Notes

Lars Kwakkenbos lives and works in Brussels and Ghent (B). He teaches
at KASK & Conservatorium in Ghent, where heis currently working on
the research project ‘ On Instructing Photography’ (2023-2024), together
with Michiel and Arnout De Cleene.
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rg Green or blue

filename
type date teal-turquoise-plastic-with- size author
image 19.01.2023 square-pattern-texture.jpg 308 KB Lars Kwakkenbos

category
bicycle, encounter, mistake

00:43:14



In Sx Sories from the End of Representation,
James Elkins writes. * Astrophysicists are well
practised in “cleaning up” photographic plates by
adjusting colour and contrast, removing images of
dust, correcting aberrations, restoring lost pixels,
and balancing uneven background illumination.
When it comes to blur, the usual strategy isto
specify what counts as “smooth” and what counts as
“pointlike,” and then refine the image until it
exhibits the required pointlike properties'*. $till,
some astronomic images keep a certain amount of
blur (although it would be technically possible to
delineate them). Elkins continues: * blur does not
need to be a matter of distance from some
hypothetical optimal clarity: it can be afunctional
scale, independent of the viewer’ s notions of clarity
and even of the image itself’?.

On the night of 22 November 2021, | join John
Sussenbach in his backyard while he captures
Neptune.

He invites me to join him and hiswife for dinner. A
prayer. Soup and bread. The images he makes, he
explains, are complex from atemporal point of
view. The light coming from Neptune has travelled
for four hours before it reaches us. Moreover, these
images are not photographs of a singular moment,
but stacked frames of a video-recording. In doing
so, he can, to some extent, eliminate the effects of a
bad ‘seeing’: the negative effect atmospheric
turbulence has on the light that reaches the
telescope.

A bright dot isjumping around on his laptop’s
screen. ‘ That's Neptune’, he says. With hisindex
finger he follows the dot. ‘ That’ s the bad seeing.
That’sthe unrest.’

The next day | send him the photograph | took of
him standing on his ladder, dangerously placed on
the edge of the tarp covering his pool. ‘Nice to see
the open star cluster Pleiades in your photograph’,
he replies. He attaches the image he made that
night: ‘If there would have been a clear storm on
Neptune, it would have shown’.

Sources

Image by John Sussenbach. 22 November 2021 19.00 UT North up
C14 /11 and ASC462MC camera plus ADC, Houten (NL)

1 Elkins, J. Sx Sories fromthe End of Representation. Imagesin Painting,
Photography, Astronomy, Microscopy, Particle Physics, and Quantum
Mechanics, 1980-2000. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2008, 59.

2 Ibid., 62-63.
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rg

Neptune in opposition [16/20] — Unrest

GSC 5247:499 (m 12.66)

22 November 2021 19.00 UT North up
C14 /11 and ASC482MC camera plus ADC

filename
type date nep221121-1900UT-RGB-ASI462MC- size
photograph 30.09.2022 JSussenbach. jpg 74 KB

category
astronomy, encounter, house, mistake, Neptune, physics, technology

00:43:25

Triton (m 1S

J.Sussenbach
Houten (NL)

author
De Cleene De Cleene
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rg Neptune in opposition [16/20] — Unrest

00:43:25



Itissaid that ‘if a space traveller were unfortunate
enough to enter the atmosphere of one of the giant
planets [such as Neptune], he or she would not find
asingle solid surface. Instead, as he or she
descended into the planet, our traveller would find
that the temperature, pressure, and density would all
continue to increase smoothly, with no sharp
transitions. Assuming that he or she was adequately
protected from the temperature, pressure, and
radiation, our traveller would eventually “float” at
that level in the atmosphere where the surrounding
density and his or her own density were equal.’*

Itissaid that it storms on Neptune.
Violently.
1200 mph.

They observed a great dark spot and called it: The
Great Dark Spot.

It rains diamonds on Neptune.

Sources

1 Miner, ED. & R.R. Wessen. Neptune. The Planet, Rings and Satellites.
Chichester: Springer-Praxis, 2002, p. 18.
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Neptune in opposition [8/20] — Diamonds

type date filename size author
photograph 22.09.2022 _44A5917 .dng 52,41 MB De Cleene De Cleene

category
astronomy, crash, Neptune, wind, precipitation

00:43:41
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Neptune in opposition [8/20] — Diamonds

00:43:41




The planet Uranus should have followed a course as
predicted by Newton’s laws. It didn’t. There were
‘residuas’, the 19th-century observers said:
irregular data, which had to be interpreted as
Uranus deviating from the projected trajectory.
They could think of three possibilities. A) The
planet Uranus was too far away from the Sun,
which might render the Law of Gravitation invalid.
B) The observations were incorrect. C) There was
another planet, still further and yet unknown, with
its own gravitational field and pull, causing Uranus
to deviate from its course.

Following hypothesis C, astronomers predicted the
position of a planet with agravitational field,
influencing Uranus, by means of mathematical
calculations. Telescopes were directed to that
calculated spot. There was aluminous point, with a
touch of bright azure blue.

the-documents.c



rg Neptune in opposition [3/20] — Azure

type date filename size author
photograph 18.09.2022 _44A5708 .dng 43,48 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

astronomy, automobile, encounter, interference, landscape, map/plan, mathematics, Neptune, physics, technology, mistake

00:43:51



Robert Nemiroff and Jerry Bonnell’s lesser known -
project (R.N. and J.B. being the creators of the-documents.c
Astronomy Picture of The Day), was making

websites containing over amillion of digits of

square roots of irrational numbers, e.g. seven. ‘ They

were computed during sparetimeon aVAX apha

class machine over the course of aweekend. [...]

We believe these are the most digits ever computed

for the square root of seven on or before 1 April

1994." Elsewhere, R.N. states: ‘ They are not

copyrighted and we do not think it islegally

justifiable to copyright such abasic thing as the

digits of acommonly used irrational number.’ If

one wanted to get a copy of the 10 million digits of

the square root of the number e R.N. and J.B.

computed in their spare time, one can send an email

to R.N. at nemiroff @grossc.gsfc.nasa.gov.

Sources
https://apod.nasa.gov/htmitest/gifcity/sqrt7.1mil

https://apod.nasa.gov/htmitest/rjn_dig.html
https://apod.nasa.gov/htmltest/rjn.html



rg We Welcome Comments

What follows are the first 1 million digits of the square root of 7. Actually,
slightly more than 1 million digits are given here. These digits were computed
by Robert Nemiroff (George Mason University and NASA Goddard Space Flight
Center) and checked by Jerry Bonnell (University Space Research Association and
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center). They were computed during spare time on a
VAX alpha class machine over the course of a weekend. We do NOT guarantee the
accuracy of these digits. Although these digits have been checked once we
encourage others to check them as well. We believe these are the most digits
ever computed for the square root of seven on or before 1 April 1994. 1If
anyone is aware of more digits we ask them to please alert us of their
existence. We have computed at least 10 million digits of the square root of
two as well as several digits of the number e and the square roots of other
numbers. These are available on this mosaic server (URL:
http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/htmltest/rjn.html). We welcome comments.

- Robert Nemiroff and Jerry Bonnell

The square root of seven =

2.6457513110645905905016157536392604257102591830824501803683344592010688232302
83627760392886474543610615064578338497463095743529888627214784427390555880107722
71715072972832389229968959486508726070097805420372382802371594110034193911600157
85255963059457410351523968027164073737990740415815199044034743194536713997305970
05051399692237545616097119027378154991633288287704000657570674651963497752083793
81811461309087647378659562433057994798128163230705483650107715617946361191553454
53647749482059309049484983403398900210478616673327950369392462257170537164925787
54832290732492671346980298949908037748251109227895568897919808814834090831685251
33535829539172211770714414974576907081989444441458972284741400303502353203719487
07382629318519364090832280596462783761021959794197089096354695861341181793067816
21360849101677835321255633463490021898146042255929503669562418692737327715022087
52309966469813203212818945478568020950635962446628550076190504139350447437123488
52233277362510045059621080672334698120004300514490251206257311759115423194459672
60497833404344683725636178255048160879406205511486397833055016369470076387773745
19511658095220474202064982102444056001996590904100285534069110102261166807200774
83070332613842826296809502470794656496344336830519708820348050486447262317930876
95722489377521119788376007845603903658809421599292501057753682356001720074065236
92473209967419778002535708540617794442886681589731184938101638162073015642647016
29841099690071341323798188477647769954391111945967670336972452475367740100245826
51593077528163005479339717508017899520565284447796194304512502890432970610508746
04492966897542257133380633247034508888234275409806214511439553803393190705392738
14520604335238180389333294731479058055670704161068722878104529957696633035133295
04704245502510500789645502552271857923370921821991843932537781386785650143790894
13002099040860186605228131329821735251716419633617853080179022873400337109527257
36428650922035916343820273976336550966714177816292894279884853951076819102168116
99677176780863793410667897509217050421558644370687652934899322442240273649792906
66842070305782257110537944215790013280304078494579431518120466309284152592404683
65282802722458530778415894238973955590959563491357495109757674781975590533726939
36521431268222909570986506137179452721677198255442288046052307455488310813325041
49932783468182066583447383366862454456169497251774270254688591746231942309355060
38899235355634465872922507362228284298215287903623847595555861643755472027361518
00826144981691174794610631845652307625691344410868551999982851633960745717970829
72776495645142655658205126240305961633868338746134237463526431296594527010213721
72174899143552932049575097114259427207988929665230498875939525378121455723193310
30690840194942118708515205734116214105775416917245804962369512932926647583857193
34312550616097509003957512063487575979549295499224726634074018815634940531052960
44658755646209433389479417623956283563497138016947322200667916212934359736711005
87608647371575881684122969500862937088695418127695765706218647593705890746227177
67431598986793495542319038774222444613699306088875639565284339127439923238796883
29062070715981239181401975323766238742188337107032853227711421862644792384439312
30317870021802156263998733847453103345993606899837633245900690816758898827355721
30478851132714468724152035311133859228865134587481955304126432221367858385542359

filename
type date Schermafbeelding 2021-05-01 om size author
screenshot 01.05.2021 16.44.39.png 340KB Arnout De Cleene

category
astronomy, archive, data storage, irrational numbers, mathematics

00:44:11



‘Submission for an art project named the-
documents.org’ is a collection of 9 images'
generated by DALL -E mini? an open-source Al
model, on the basis of the prompt ‘ Submission for
an art project named the-documents.org’.

DALL-E mini isafreely available Al tool that
generates images based on a description of the
desired image (a prompt) provided by a user.

Though DALL -E mini seems to be primarily used
as a source of humour within the online community
— being able to create a set of images from any
specific or abstract prompt — it also givesrise to
more serious questions on Al ethics and copyright.
Asthe model istrained with unfiltered data from
the internet, it may reinforce societal biases,
generating images that contain stereotypes against
minority groups. DALL -E mini and similar, more
advanced tools, are also capable of creating art ‘in
the style of’ when they have sufficient datato
source from (e.g. using a prompt as “Van Gogh
painting the Eiffel Tower”). Thisleadsto the legal
and ethical question whether an artist should have a
say in the use of his/her artwork as Al input data,
and whether the artist should be able to claim rights
for Al generated images based on this data.

Notes

1 DALL-E mini

2 DALL-E mini was created by Boris Daymaet al. 2021-
2022, https://huggingface.co/spaces/dalle-mini/dalle-mini, to be migrated
to www.craiyon.com
Ward Verwaeren isalegal counsel in the tech industry, and former |P
lawyer. He tries to know more about art than the average lawyer, and
more about law than the average artist.
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rg Al submission

type date filename size author
screenshot 01.07.2022 dallemini_2022-6-19_21-53-48.png 1,61 MB Ward Verwaeren
category

archive, data storage, technology, artificial intelligence

00:44:45



Our one year old’ s favourite toy he's not supposed
to play with isthe HP Officejet Pro L7590 All-in-
onein my office. | have given up on forbidding him
to play with it. We have anew game: he brings me
one of his other toys, we put it on the flatbed, close
thelid —asfar as possible —, press the button
‘START COPY — COLOR’ and wait for the print to
come out of the machine. When we place the
original onto the copy, he laughs. So far we have
copied his blue pacifier, his planet-earth-bouncy-
ball and hisrattling crocodile.

the-documents.c



rg Crocodile Copy

type date filename size author
photograph 16.02.2021 _44A8728 .dng 50,04MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, archive, decoration, house, replica/copy, technology, trompe 1'oeil, family

00:45:52



When | grew up, my parents told me that the
number of raisinsin the local baker’sraisin bread
attested to the result of the most recent soccer match
of KAA Gent. A victory was celebrated by
throwing more raisins into the dough than usual, a
loaf following a painful loss was hardly araisin
bread at al.

the-documents.c

The baker retired long ago. Today my two-year-old
son picked out al the raisins from his slice of bread.
KAA Gent’s last game was atie against Union.



rg Raisins

type date filename size author
photograph 30.12.2021 IMG_9810.HEIC 1,2 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

family, food

00:45:56



On Mondays, before noon, | go to the supermarket
with my two-year-old son. After passing the
lasagnes, the loaves of bread and the fruit and
vegetables, we make a short stop at the aguarium
with the lobsters. Around New Y ear, there are two
of them.

After we've paid for the groceries and have put
them in the car, we walk into the pet shop. We look
at the parrots (Jacques, Louis and Marie-Jose), the
rabbits, the guinea pigs, the assorted caged birds
and the fish and turtles. He' s very fond of the
Cyphotilapia Frontosa Burundi. He calls them
zebras. They hail from Lake Tanganyika, the label
says. It's the second-oldest freshwater 1ake, the
second-largest by volume and the second-deepest.
The pet shop has adorned their aguarium with a
scene of ocean waste.

In an effort to avert guilt, | look for something
cheap and more or less useful to buy: birdseed, a
snack for the neighbour’ s cat, a comb for his
grandparent’ s Labrador, etc.

the-documents.c



rg Zebras

type date filename size author
photograph 05.04.2022 IMG_0214 .HEIC 1,5 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, RDC, trompe 1'oeil, waste, family, replical/copy

00:46:07






