


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and

generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.
Your path through the collection lead along Starry sky, long
exposure, Sanderd eben (Saxony-Anhalt), 14 April 2023,
Interviews with residents of Sandersleben, no specific location,
2023 [2], St. Mary’ s Church, Sandersleben (Saxony-Anhalt),
2020, A Single Spark, Invalid Testament, 2024, Magic Mountain,
Block, Desiccation, Room 3, Deneef ‘for ever’, An Unfired
Mortar, Hitch My Wagon To A Star, Room 3, Neptune in
opposition [11/20] — Alpine, A flowering juneberry signals a

eekeeper’ s spring
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 27.08.2024 21:31,
printed on and contains 15 documents on 32 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/27-08-2024-6429/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes Sources

* DeCleene De Cleeneis Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene. * Briet, S. Qu'est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951.
Together they form aresearch group that focusses on novel ways of » Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from acultural and critical Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.
perspective. *  Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.
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e This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish /e covere | HO
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT ((\e Flanders Sowen vomu| GENT
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financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.




A constant, dependable presence. With the camera
focused on the North Star for an extended period,
the rotation of the Earth becomes visible. Nearby, in
the municipality of Wiederstedt, the geologist, poet
and philosopher Friedrich von Hardenberg (better
known by his pen name Novalis) spent his
childhood years between 1772 and 1784. A quote of
hisis engraved on a stone bench in the park
surrounding the chateau where he was raised: “ The
human being does not speak alone — the universe
also speaks — everything speaks — infinite
languages.”

Notes

e From S Anders Leben. Eine Handlung in Gespréachen/S Anders Leben —
Living Differently: An Act in Conversations

»  Stephanie Kiwitt (1972) is an artist based in Halle (Saale), Germany.
Utilizing alarge number of images, various perspectives and also textual
elements, she is known for her insightful photography that explores
spaces emblematic of contemporary phenomena. Over the past three
years, she has focused on evolving habitatsin rural areas, photographing
traces of transformation and conducting interviews in Saxony-Anhalt, the
region she moved to in 2020. From 2018 to 2020, Kiwitt was a guest
lecturer at the LUCA School of Artsin Brussels.

e Inspring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.

the-documents.c



rg Starry sky, long exposure, Sandersleben (Saxony-Anhalt), 14
April 2023

12:29:00



Freely adapted from interviews with residents of
Sandersleben (Saxony-Anhalt). Three-act play. The
first two acts take place in the present day; the third
isset in the future.

From Act 2 * The Inhabitants', Scene 5, ‘Living
Differently’.

Characters: MR DUNST club member I, MR
WINDORF amateur astronomer

Notes

Stills from text animation S. Anders Leben. Eine Handlung in
Gespréchen/S. Anders Leben — Living Differently: An Actin
Conversations

Stephanie Kiwitt (1972) isan artist based in Halle (Saale), Germany.
Utilizing alarge number of images, various perspectives and also textual
elements, she is known for her insightful photography that explores
spaces emblematic of contemporary phenomena. Over the past three
years, she has focused on evolving habitatsin rural areas, photographing
traces of transformation and conducting interviews in Saxony-Anhalt, the
region she moved to in 2020. From 2018 to 2020, Kiwitt was a guest
lecturer at the LUCA School of Artsin Brussels.

In spring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.

the-documents.c



rg

Interviews with residents of Sandersleben, no specific

location, 2023 [ 2]

HERR DUNST | imagine that if nothing were to happen,
the future would be a blank canvas, devoid of any-

thing.

HERR WINDORF Just beyond S, there was a Stone Age

settlement. When | gaze at the stars there at night,
I’m struck by the thought that what I’m seeing has
already been witnessed by someone long ago. From
Saturn’s perspective, Earth is merely a faint dot, yet
here we are living on it —tiny, but incredibly beautiful.
It’s captivating. It changes the way you walk through
the forest, the way you move through S.

type date filename size
collage 14.06.2024 2-Stone Age.jpg 108 KB
category

archaeology, astronomy, encounter, landscape, Trigger

12:29:14

author
Stephanie Kiwitt



“... the late-Gothic St Mary’s Church in
Sandersleben ... was consecrated in 1519, just two
years after Martin Luther published his Ninety-five
Theses. After extensive renovation, part of it is still
home to Sandersleben’ s Protestant community. The
building spans the historical period encountered
throughout this region, the various stages of which
continue to resonate today. Parts of the church
predate the Reformation and the Peasants' War; its
tower, for instance, was initially acity tower before
its subsequent role as a watchtower. The
contemporary folding glass barrier inside the church
isanod to the future. Since 2013, this feature has
enabled the church to host secular events, as it
separates the choir from the nave. The significance
of astructure or place is derived from its function.
If it ceasesto serve a purpose or meet aneed, it
losesits societal relevance. Thislack of societal
meaning becomes evident in its dilapidation and,
ultimately, in its decay, removal or demoalition.

L esser-known structures that haven’'t been

captured in photographs or documented can thus
vanish completely, leaving no archaeological
footprint, especially when replaced by new
constructions. They leave no vestiges behind, not
even atrace, which isusually an indicator of the
presence of nothingness ...”*

Notes

Sequence of images from Fl&chenland/Sprawling Region
Stephanie Kiwitt (1972) isan artist based in Halle (Saale), Germany.
Utilizing alarge number of images, various perspectives and also textual
elements, she is known for her insightful photography that explores
spaces emblematic of contemporary phenomena. Over the past three
years, she has focused on evolving habitatsin rural areas, photographing
traces of transformation and conducting interviews in Saxony-Anhalt, the
region she moved to in 2020. From 2018 to 2020, Kiwitt was a guest
lecturer at the LUCA School of Artsin Brussels.

e Inspring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.

the-documents.c

Sources

1 Jonathan Everts, ‘A Long Farewell to the Present’, Flachenland
(2020-22), Stephanie Kiwitt, Spector Books, Leipzig, 2023



rg St. Mary’s Church, Sandersleben (Saxony-Anhalt), 2020

filename size
type date _MG_7230-1.jpg, _MG_7229-1.jpeg, 35 MB, 34 MB, author
photograph 12.06.2024 _MG_7220-1.jpg 33 MB Stephanie Kiwitt

category
archaeology, architecture, Trigger

12:29:20



Gu Eryi’ s Shanghainese operafilm A Sngle Spark
(1959) dramatises a violent confrontation between
indentured labourers and their managers at the
Japanese-owned Naigaiwata Company No. 7 Cotton
Mill in 1925. The film’'s protagonist is Y ang
Guiying, a peasant who moves to Shanghai to join
her daughter only to find her at her last breath on
the factory floor after being brutally beaten by her
supervisor. The incident sparks protests among the
workers at the factory, eventually resulting in one of
them, Gu Zhenghong, being killed by a gunshot
fired by aguard in the heat of the moment. This
further escalates the unrest to a citywide scale,
catalysing the May Thirtieth Movement.

The scenes of workers striking were filmed at
Shenxin No. 9 Cotton Mill, also the location for
another worker-themed film, United Until
Tomorrow (1951). Those of Yang Guiying taking to
the streets in support of anti-imperialism and
patriotism were filmed at the Bund and the area
surrounding Waibaidu Bridge. Asfor Naigaiwata
Company No. 7 Cotton Mill where the events
depicted in the film actually took place, the
enterprise was merged with No. 5 and No. 8 Cotton
Mills after the war and nationalised as Shanghai No.
2 Cotton Mill. Today, the site once occupied by the
mill isaresidential area where a statue of martyr Gu
Zhenghong, first erected in 1959, stands before a
memorial hall that was established in 2008.

Notes

Ho Rui Anisan artist and writer working in the intersections of
contemporary art, cinema, performance and theory. Through lectures,
essays and films, his research examines the relations between labour,
technology and capital across different systems of governance in aglobal
age.

In spring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.

the-documents.c



rg A Single Spark

Wy 4
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type date filename size author
collage 05.06.2024 asinglespark.jpg 1,20 MB Ho Rui An
category

architecture, conflict, economy, factory, family, Trigger

12:29:25



Theinvalidity of this official document is caused by _

the fact that it is produced by a machine. Unlike a the-documents.c
photograph, the authenticity of this document relies

on direct contact between hand, pen and paper.

Notes

e Max Pinckers (°1988, BE) and Victoria Gonzalez-Figueras (°1988, CA)
are based in Brussels, Belgium. They have been working together for the
past ten years on documentary photography projects. Victoriaworksin
the cultural field as aresearcher and producer. Max is a speculative
documentarian, teacher and occasional writer on photography. They are
married, in love, and have a son. Victoria has consistently assisted Max
in his projects as a production manager, but they have recently been
making new work together as co-authors. “Double Reward” is the first
such project.

* Inspring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.



rg Invalid Testament, 2024

type date filename size author
photograph 30.05.2024 Testament. jpg 4,4 MB Max Pinckers
category

government, hand, technology, Trigger

12:29:30



A skiing holiday with my in-laws. The ski pass does
not allow you to visit Schatzalp. We buy a separate
ticket and take the train up the hill to the hotel,
which served as the backdrop for Thomas Mann's
Magic Mountain. The stately hotel and former
sanatorium is gorgeous.

Meanwhile, a new virusis spreading. Some people
are coughing. | am keeping distance while waiting
in line to take the train back down to the snow-
covered village.

the-documents.c



rg Magic Mountain
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type date filename size author
scan 14.02.2021 Document_2021-02-14_140547 . jpg 770KB Arnout De Cleene
category

book, card, precipitation, epidemic, family

12:29:39



‘The masonsin training pour a concrete slab and
build four walls upon it in a stretcher bond. Then
the block comes to our department and the students
in the course Electrical installer (residential) can
grind channels and drill cavitiesinit.’

[...]

‘It s not always a success from the outset, but they
learn quickly.’

[...]

‘Never grind horizontally, always vertically.
Diagonally if there is no other way.’

[...]

‘“Two fingers wide.’

[...]

‘ After thisit goes to the sanitary department. After
the bell drilling, the demolition hammer follows and
the masons make us a new block.’

Competentiecentrum VDAB, Wondelgem,
July 2019.

Notes

First published in A+ Architecturein Belgium, A+ 279, Schools (August,
September 2019), https.//www.a-plus.be/nl/tijdschrift/schools

the-documents.c



rg Block

type date filename size author
photograph 04.05.2021 _44a7269.jpg 27,17MB Michiel De Cleene
category

architecture, brick, fissure, house, mistake, parking

12:29:46



A sheet of brushed aluminium serves as the base for
amonochromatic print showing a circular floor plan
and seven photographs. The nearby Prosopis
cineraria, known asthe ‘Tree of Life', isawell-
known tourist attraction in the Arabian Desert near
Jebel Dukhan. The plague shows how the recently
constructed concrete structure, circling the four
hundred year old tree, allows the visitors to see and
photograph the landmark in new and — because of
the tree’ s decentralized position — surprising ways.
In summer the temperature can rise well over 40°C.
The different expansion rates of the aluminium and
itsimprint cause the latter to crack.

the-documents.c



rg Desiccation

type date filename size author
photograph 12.12.2020 IMG_4888.HEIC 2,2MB Michiel De Cleene
category

Bahrain, botany, drought, map/plan, tree, fissure, sand, sign, physics, scale

12:30:00



A square photograph with an Arabic and French
text underneath it is mounted on afoam board,

in turn mounted on a sheet of plexiglass.

The picture in the middle is flanked by a
photograph of and atext about the tumuli of Umm
Jidr (left) and the excavations at Abou Saybi (right).
They are mounted on the West wall of Guest Room
3 at the Qual’ at Al-Bahrain Site Museum,

Seef, Bahrain.

Necropolises make up the main archaeological
testimonies of the Tylos period (4th century BC —
3rd century AD). The urn in the photograph
contains the remains of several babies. They most
likely fell victim to an epidemic. The size of

the ruler next to the urn remains unspecified.

Notes
The photograph of Room 3 was made while in mandatory self-isolation

after flying to Bahrain from Frankfurt and waiting for the result of a
Covid-19 test.

the-documents.c



rg Room 3

type date filename size author
photograph 11.12.2020 _44A7372.dng 49,3MB Michiel De Cleene
category

archaeology, Bahrain, epidemic, scale, decoration

12:30:09



The previous owners of the house we moved into,
left us a piece of a newspaper that was used to clad
the wall at the time the building was built, and
which they found when they renovated the house.
The sport-section of the socialist newspaper Voor uit
is dated 18 November 1931. It features articles on
cycling and soccer. Recently, we noticed the plaster
is coming off the wall in one corner of the living
room. With sufficient rain, it might reveal other
events that happened on that 1931 November
Wednesday.

the-documents.c



rg Deneef ‘for ever’

type date filename size author
scan 20.02.2021 Document_2021-02-20_133700. jpg 1,7MB Arnout De Cleene
category

archaeology, architecture, fissure, decoration, house, precipitation

12:30:32



In Boarhunt, close to Winchester (UK), the fort
houses the Royal Armouries’ artillery collection. It
contains parts of the ‘ Project Babylon’ space gun,
the two part bronze Dardanelles Gun and a
collection of French field guns, captured in
Waterloo. On the lawn to the South of the fort two
neat piles of fifteen' 36” shellsflank aMallet’s
Mortar. Manufactured in 1857, the mortar remains
unfired up to this day.” In 1873, itsinventor —the
engineer and geophysicist Robert Mallet — publishes
his translation of Luigi Palmieri’s Incendio
Vesuviano. Before giving alengthy account of his
take on the present state of vulcanicity, he briefly
introduces the famous Italian vulcanologist’ s report:
‘The following Memoir of Signor Palmieri on the
eruption of Vesuviusin April of thisyear (1872),
brief asit is, embraces two distinct subjects, viz.,
his narrative as an eye-witness of the actual events
of the eruption as they occurred upon the cone and
slopes of the mountain, and his observations as to
pulses emanating from itsinterior, as indicated by
his Seismograph, and as to the electric conditions of
the overhanging cloud of smoke (so called) and
ashes, asindicated by his bifilar electrometer, both
established at the Observatory.’

Notes

1 o
o} 000
000 0000000
2. Intheoutskirts of East of London, along Repository road in Woolwich,
the only other mortar of thistypeisinstalled. This particular one fired
nineteen shells on three occasions. Each time resulting in a damaged
mortar.

the-documents.c

Sources

Screenshot taken from AbeBooks, where the first edition of The Eruption
of Vesuvius in 1872 with Notes, and an Introductory Sketch on the
Present State of Knowledge of Terrestrial Vulcanicity, the Cosmical
Nature and Relations of Volcanoes and Earthquakes s listed for 1895,00
USD. https://www.abebooks.com/first-edition/Eruption-Vesuvius-
1872.with-Notes-Introductory-Sketch/439314424/bd

Project Gutenberg’s The Eruption of Vesuviusin 1872, by Luigi Palmieri
(translated by Mallet) can be found at:
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/33483/33483-h/33483-h.htm



rg

An Unfired Mortar

filename
type date Schermafbeelding 2021-05-09 om size
screenshot 09.05.2021 11.39.23.png 7,30MB

category
book, encyclopaedia, landscape, physics, seismology, Vesuvius, technology

12:30:39

author
Michiel De Cleene



