


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Ulcer, Roofing
(3) — Simon, tu me manques, Roofing (1), Roofing (2), Roofing
(4) — Celine & Logan, Elevator, Subtractive Writing, Potholes,
Subtractive Writing, Negative sheet 17, negative 36, negative
36,5, Seacat, Dust, Bent Concrete, Block, It's Pouring, Nap,
Double Reward, 2024, Moulds for speculation, 300 year old

seaweed, Mary, 12:13, Flashlight in adark corner of the Oval
Room

27.05.2026



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 27.05.2026 17:08,
printed on and contains 21 documents on 45 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/27-05-2026-6819/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.
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In Zaffelare, young men who were called for
military service but could not be missed at home
were advised by the local doctor to swallow a small
ball of auminium foil an hour before the
examination. In the X-ray, agastric ulcer appeared.
They were rejected for service. It isuncertain
whether the increased incidence of gastric ulcers
among young men in Zaffelare was a cause for
concern.
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rg Ulcer

type date filename size author
scan 26.02.2026 20240402-SC17.tif 43,47 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

conflict, government, medicine, rural area

16:45:18



In what order and by whom the various texts and
drawings were carved into the soft roofing is
unclear. To theright of ‘EVA’, aheart symbol and
an arrow (pointing to the left), the roofing reads
‘SIMON TU ME MANQUES'.

The short sentence usually — yet hastily — translates
to ‘Simon, | missyou’. However, in French the
‘you’ (tu) isthe subject and has an activerole,
whereasthe ‘I’ (me) isthe direct object. In short: by
his not being there, Simon actively effectuates hurt
to the one who carved thistext.
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rg Roofing (3) — Simon, tu me manques

)
AT

type date filename size author
photograph 14.04.2021 IMG_6512. jpeg 4,50MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, decoration, fissure, parking, roofing, sign

16:45:22



Seven very similar and rudimentary buildings take
in atrapezoid plot of land in Gilly. They are located
between the school on the Rue Circulaire and the
houses along the Rue de I’ Abbaye. The structures
are built of orange brick, concrete structural
elements, whitish steel gates and roofing. Every
garage has its own number, hand-painted in white
on the concrete lintel above each gate. In summer
the roofing gets hot and soft.
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rg Roofing (1)

type date filename size author
photograph 14.04.2021 _ 4439887 .dng 56 ,68MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, brick, landscape, parking, roofing, sign

16:45:26



Five white boulders close off a shortcut for
motorists who attempt to cut the bend in the road.
The southernmost roof’ s pitch runs opposite to the
landscape’ s slope. The lower rooflineis, therefore,
only about one meter above a small, triangular
patch of grass which is hidden from view by a
hedge. In summer, when the roofing gets hot and

soft, text and drawings get pressed or carved into it.

Sources
Google Earth
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)rg

Roofing (2)

filename
type date Schermafbeelding 2021-05-05 om size
screenshot 14.04.2021 22.37.00.png 16,98MB

category
automobile, crash, landscape, map/plan, parking, roofing, sign

16:45:28

author
Michiel De Cleene



A carving that looks like a stitched-up scar (along,
dlightly curved line crossed at aright angle by
eleven short straight lines) isinserted into a short
statement about Celine and Logan. An initial of
Celine' slast nameisincluded. At first sight it looks
likea*D’, but the line through the middie might just
aswell makeit a‘B’. Maybe it was Celine D who
added the line in an attempt to convince those
reading the roofing that it's actually Celine B who
blows Logan.
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rg Roofing (4) — Celine & Logan

type date filename size author
photograph 14.04.2021 IMG_6511. jpeg 7MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, decoration, fissure, mistake, parking, roofing, sign

16:45:34



The building is amost finished. One apartment is
till up for sale, on the top floor. The contractor is
finishing up. There’salong list of comments and
deficiencies that need to be addressed before the
building can be handed over definitively to the
owner. The elevator’ swalls are protected by
styrofoam to prevent squares, levels, measures,
drills, air compressors, chairs, bird cages, etc. from
making scratches on the brand new wooden
panelling.

In 1932 Brassai began taking photographs of graffiti
scratched into walls of Parisian buildings. On his
long walks he was often accompanied by the author
Raymond Queneau, who lived in the same building
but on a different floor. Brassai published a small
collection of the photographs in Minotaure,
illustrating an articletitled * Du mur des cavernes au
mur d'usine’ [*From cave wall to factory wall’].
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rg Elevator

type date filename size author
photograph 13.11.2021 IMG_0039. jpeg 2,57 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

architecture, decoration, sign, construction site

16:45:38



In an attempt to make it his own, Gino —it might
also be Dino — has taken a can of bright pink spray
paint to his hard hat and — as the paint was drying —
dragged his gloved finger from top to bottom. G —
or D— 1, N, O. In the dust on a demolished floor
tile, someone has written 12,10. Perhaps a
measurement, a quantity, a position, adate, a
reference.

Subtractive writing is not uncommon. With the tip
of apasser-by’sindex finger ‘WASH MFE'’ is
subtracted from the dust on adirty car. In freshly
poured concrete, a name is embedded forever with a
twig. In hot and soft roofing drawings and
obscenities are scratched. Styrofoam lining a brand
new elevator gets impressed with names, jokes and
knuckles.

In the twenty-third canto of Ariosto’s Orlando
Furioso (1516), Orlando comes across the name of
his love and another man, carved in the bark of a
tree. He doubts. But that night, a gossiping shepherd
tells him he' s seen Angelica and Medoro together.
Orlando returns to the forest, and in afour-day
frenzy, he uproots every tree and pollutes the rivers
forever.

CXXXI

For he turf, stone, and trunk, and shoot, and lop,
Cast without cease into the beauteous source;
Till, turbid from the bottom to the top,

Never again was clear the troubled course.

At length, for lack of breath, compelled to stop,
(When he is bathed in sweat, and wasted force,
Serves not his fury more) hefalls, and lies

Upon the mead, and, gazing upward, sighs.*

Sources

1 Ariosto, L. Orlando Furioso. Trandated by William Stewart Rose, Echo
Library, 2006, p. 267.
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rg Subtractive Writing

type date filename size author
photograph 05.08.2025 IMG_8280. jpg 1,70 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

architecture, construction site, dust, sign, waste

16:45:43



