


org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Swarms, A
Fever Dream, Crocodile Copy, Swarms, Border, Neptunein
opposition [8/20] — Diamonds, Neptune in opposition [3/20] —
Azure, LIGO, Neptune in opposition [6/20] — Pier, 12:13,
Flashlight in adark corner of the Oval Room, Crocodile Copy,
Raisins, Zebras, Wayhbill, Firing tool

26.02.2024



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents - if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 26.02.2024 12:22,
printed on and contains 15 documents on 35 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/26-02-2024-5794/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes Sources

* DeCleene De Cleeneis Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene. * Briet, S. Qu'est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951.
Together they form aresearch group that focusses on novel ways of » Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from acultural and critical Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.
perspective. *  Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.
www.decleenedecl eene.be / info@decl eenedecl eene.be

e This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish /e covere | HO
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT (& Flanders Sowen vomu| GENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects, State of the Art swwonn| - howest

financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.




July. Our eight-month-old son has afever. We have
a hard time getting him to drink enough. Thetally
marks on the back of atortellini-box keep track of
the diapers he wets and the millilitres of milk and
electrolytes he' s able to hold down.

Stuck inside with worrying parents, a sticker-book
about afarm is his brother’ s favourite pass-time.
Tired of having to go back and forth between the
pastures and the sticker-filled sheets we decide to
use my arm as arepository for animals that share a
habitat.

the-documents.c



rg Swarms

type date filename size author
photograph 23.01.2024 IMG_6467.jpeg 1,66 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

collecting, family, hand, sticker

11:20:27



During the night, both of us get unwell. One of usis
shaking, intensely and relentlessly. The windows
are open. For minutes that seem to be hours, it feels
like it sfreezing. We get extra blankets. Then, it
getstoo hot.

One of us dreams about coccodrillos. It starts out
with asingle animal, like the one we saw in the
National Archaeological Museum, escaping from an
aquarium, and ends with lots of little ones crawling
all over the place. It'simpossible to know how
many have escaped.

The other dreams about seismologist Luigi
Palmieri’ s unfortunate assistant and his family’s
quest to redeem his good name. To deprive him of
the burden and guilt set upon him by Luigi
Palmieri’ s report of the 1872 eruption of Vesuvius,
the assistant’ s offspring were building a monument
just below the observatory in which their great-
grandfather fell asleep. The monument was
permanently, and continuously, unfinished.

We both dream of hearing fireworks in Naples.

In the morning, we' re slightly alarmed that we both
got sick and feverish at the same instant. It’ sthe
middle of January, and the weather has been
summerlike all week. A gentle morning breeze flies
in from the Neapolitan bay while we wait for the
bus to take us to the airport.

Sources

First published as part of De Cleene De Cleene. ‘ Amidst the Fire, | Was
Not Burnt’, Trigger (Special issue: Uncertainty), 2. FOMU/Fw:Books,
25-30
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type date filename size author
photograph 24.02.2022 DCDC_napels_089_vuurwerk.tif 75,46 MB De Cleene De Cleene

category
angst, animal, seismology, Vesuvius

11:20:36




Our one year old’ s favourite toy he's not supposed
to play with isthe HP Officejet Pro L7590 All-in-
onein my office. | have given up on forbidding him
to play with it. We have anew game: he brings me
one of his other toys, we put it on the flatbed, close
thelid —asfar as possible —, press the button
‘START COPY — COLOR’ and wait for the print to
come out of the machine. When we place the
original onto the copy, he laughs. So far we have
copied his blue pacifier, his planet-earth-bouncy-
ball and hisrattling crocodile.

the-documents.c



rg Crocodile Copy

type date filename size author
photograph 16.02.2021 _44A8728 .dng 50,04MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, archive, decoration, house, replica/copy, technology, trompe 1'oeil, family

11:20:40



July. Our eight-month-old son has afever. We have
a hard time getting him to drink enough. Thetally
marks on the back of atortellini-box keep track of
the diapers he wets and the millilitres of milk and
electrolytes he' s able to hold down.

Stuck inside with worrying parents, a sticker-book
about afarm is his brother’ s favourite pass-time.
Tired of having to go back and forth between the
pastures and the sticker-filled sheets we decide to
use my arm as arepository for animals that share a
habitat.

the-documents.c



rg Swarms

type date filename size author
photograph 23.01.2024 IMG_6467.jpeg 1,66 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

collecting, family, hand, sticker

11:20:44



Belgium, approximately 1.5km from the French
border, photograph made on 16.06.2018.

The European flag symbolises both the European
Union and, more broadly, the identity and unity of
Europe. It features acircle of 12 gold stars on ablue
background. They stand for the ideals of unity,
solidarity and harmony among the peoples of
Europe. The number of stars has nothing to do with
the number of member countries, though the circle
isasymbol of unity.

1. Coat of arms of Gmina Puck, arural district in
Puck County, Pomeranian Voivodeship, in
northern Poland.

Illegible.

3. F.C. Hansa, Mecklenburg, Pommern, FC Hansa
Rostock is a German association football club
based in the city of Rostock, Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern. They have emerged as one of the
most successful clubs from the former East
Germany and have made severa appearances
in the top-flight Bundesliga. Hansa Rostock’ s
official anthem is“FC Hansa, wir lieben Dich
total”. Hansa struggles with hooliganism,
estimating up to 500 supporters to be leaning
towards violence. The club’slogo consists of
ared sailing ship with a blue sail showing the
Rostock Griffin.

4. Mon Ecole Ecologique.org is an organization
for environmental conservation. On 07.01.2021
there was no website listed on this URL.

N

5. lllegible.
6. lllegible, apart from’1962" inthe middle.
7. Innocenti Bruderschaft, EL, 2018, a community

of German Lambretta Innocenti riders and
aficionados.

8. Imag’Ink, Bretignolles Sur Mer, Tatoueur, 06
06 44 13 51, a French tattoo shop.

9. lllegible.

10. Hardly legible, the only word that can be made
out is* Futbolom’: Russian for soccer.

11. Kaugaon tour. KalugaisaRussian city 150km
southwest of Moscow. It is often called the
cradle of space exploration thanksto the city’s
most famous resident: Konstantin Tsiolkovsky.

12. HansaUltras, F.C. Hansa. The Ultrasare a
group of F.C. Hansafans (see: ‘3').

13. lllegible because ‘12" was stuck over it.

14. lllegible.

15. LaHutoiseisaregiona student-association for
higher education students from the Belgian
town of Huy and its surroundings. Itsaim isto

Sources
1 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/symbol/flag_en

16.

17.
18.

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

25.

26.

27.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

the-documents.c

bring together students from Huy in a spirit of
camaraderie and to perpetuate student folklore.
The logo consists of atwo headed bird of prey
with a cap on each head. The bird wears a scarf
over one shoulder and holds a glass of beer in
each paw.

F.C. Hansa, Grimmen. The F.C. Hansalogo
(see*3 and ‘12’) is combined with the coat of
arms of Grimmen: agriffin on apile of 10
bricks. Grimmen is a German town in
Nordvorpommern on the banks of the river
Trebel.

Illegible.

Heil Hansa. To the left of thistext the F.C.
Hansalogo (see‘3', ‘12" and *16’), on the right
alogo consisting of ablack bull with his tongue
out and a golden crown on his head.

This controversial sticker lead to several arrests
in the run-up to the match between F.C. Hansa
Rostock and Bayern Minchen in February
2020. Supporters of F.C. Hansa had attached
this sticker to public buildings on their way to
the stadium.

Illegible because ‘16" was stuck over it.

The Cuban flag.

Illegible.

Illegible.

Kauga(see‘11').

De Veterinnen, around, black sticker with
ared print of a head wearing around hat and
acarnivalesque collar with a carrot for a nose.
No further information found.

Zlombol 11. Zéombol isayearly charity car
rally racing event that startsin Katowice
Poland. Contesters must drive a car that was
built or designed during the communist era.
The destination of the 2011 edition was Loch
Ness.

F.C. Hansa, Mecklenburg, Pommern, identical
stickerto ‘3, seedso ‘12’, ‘16’, and ‘' 18'.
Torpedo Moscow, only for white. Football club
Torpedo Moscow is a Russian professional
club based in Moscow, founded in 1930. Some
fans of the club wave far-right symbols and
banners, both during and outside of matches.
Massive fan-protest ensued when the club tried
to sign ablack player in 2018. The player’s
contract was cancelled.

Heil Hansa. See‘3', ‘12,16, ‘18 and ‘' 26'.
Illegible.

Illegible.

Illegible.

Illegible.



rg Border

type date filename size author
photograph 20.01.2021 _44A2787 .dng 52,4MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, automobile, brick, parking, sign, sticker

11:21:21



33.

34.

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

40.

41.

42.

F.C. Hansa. Variation of ‘3’ and ‘26" with a
circle of yellow crops around the logo. See also
‘12','16’,'18 and ‘' 28'.

Live animals, contents: Rivne UA. These
stickers are required by the International Air
Transport Association for airline cargo pet
travel. Rivneisacity in western Ukraine (UA)
with an international airport. The sticker does
not specify the transported animal but displays
adog, two birds, two fish and aturtle.
[llegible.

Illegible.

Illegible.

Illegible, apart from ‘Iska’ on the bottom.
Norrland Fly Guys, Reading Water. The sticker
displays a minimal landscape with two pine
trees, and a shed on a chunk of floating ice,
asingle four-point star shinesin the sky.
Norrland is the northernmost part of Sweden.
No further information found. Whether the *fly
guys own airplanes or areinvolved in fly
fishing is unclear.

This sticker displays— what appearsto be —
asmiling potato in front of an enlarged snow
crystal. No further information found.
Traumsucht is an artist collective from Berlin.
Their website lists German rap-artists

Illegible.
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Border

rg
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Itissaid that ‘if a space traveller were unfortunate
enough to enter the atmosphere of one of the giant
planets [such as Neptune], he or she would not find
asingle solid surface. Instead, as he or she
descended into the planet, our traveller would find
that the temperature, pressure, and density would all
continue to increase smoothly, with no sharp
transitions. Assuming that he or she was adequately
protected from the temperature, pressure, and
radiation, our traveller would eventually “float” at
that level in the atmosphere where the surrounding
density and his or her own density were equal.’*

Itissaid that it storms on Neptune.
Violently.
1200 mph.

They observed a great dark spot and called it: The
Great Dark Spot.

It rains diamonds on Neptune.

Sources

1 Miner, ED. & R.R. Wessen. Neptune. The Planet, Rings and Satellites.
Chichester: Springer-Praxis, 2002, p. 18.
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Neptune in opposition [8/20] — Diamonds

type date filename size author
photograph 22.09.2022 _44A5917 .dng 52,41 MB De Cleene De Cleene

category
astronomy, crash, Neptune, wind, precipitation

11:21:24
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Neptune in opposition [8/20] — Diamonds

11:21:24




The planet Uranus should have followed a course as
predicted by Newton’s laws. It didn’t. There were
‘residuas’, the 19th-century observers said:
irregular data, which had to be interpreted as
Uranus deviating from the projected trajectory.
They could think of three possibilities. A) The
planet Uranus was too far away from the Sun,
which might render the Law of Gravitation invalid.
B) The observations were incorrect. C) There was
another planet, still further and yet unknown, with
its own gravitational field and pull, causing Uranus
to deviate from its course.

Following hypothesis C, astronomers predicted the
position of a planet with agravitational field,
influencing Uranus, by means of mathematical
calculations. Telescopes were directed to that
calculated spot. There was aluminous point, with a
touch of bright azure blue.

the-documents.c



rg Neptune in opposition [3/20] — Azure

type date filename size author
photograph 18.09.2022 _44A5708 .dng 43,48 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

astronomy, automobile, encounter, interference, landscape, map/plan, mathematics, Neptune, physics, technology, mistake

11:21:28



To detect gravitational waves, physicists built
enormous research centers, amongst others

at Livingston, Louisiana. The facility mainly
consists of two tunnelsin an L-shape. Mirrors
inside provide data. Disturbances from gravitational
waves are miniscule. To prevent interference from
outside, such as vibrations caused by people passing
in the neighbourhood, the mirrors have to be
detached from the earth. They ‘float’, suspended by
glass fibersin a pendulum-like construction.

As| was watching my screen, a courier was on his
way to deliver abook (Noel-Todd, J. The Penguin
Book of the Prose Poem: From Baudelaire to Anne
Carson. London: Penguin, 2019).

the-documents.c



rg

type
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Arnout De Cleene

category

physics, seismology, mirror, interference, book, architecture, mistake

11:21:31



As an architectural structure, the pier is fundamental
in observational astronomy: it can be found in the
backyards of amateur observatories, aswell asin
professional ones. This column is a quintessential
part of the physical interventions that are necessary
to distinguish noise from valuable data. The pier
digoints the telescope from the observer, from the
observatory and from the surroundings. Tremors of
passing cars, the astronomer’ s footsteps and coughs,
the neighbour’ s soundsystem: they could result in
an agitated telescope. A falling mug would cause
the instrument to shift lightyears away from its
target.

Notes

e InAugust 2019, | visited Chris De Pauw, an astrophotographer, at home.
He showed me his private observatory. As we were both waiting for
clouds to obscure the sun and get softer light for the photograph, he told
me about the rolling shed, its advantages and the modifications he was
planning on.

On closing the observatory — by rolling the shed over the instrument — he
manoeuvred the instrument into its ‘ park’-position: an azimuth of 160
degrees and an elevation of 8 degrees above the horizon. The shed’s
doors and hinges barely cleared the tel escope.

the-documents.c



rg Neptune in opposition [6/20] — Pier

size
type date filename 55,61 MB, author
photograph 21.09.2022 _44A7375.dng, _44A7394.dng 56,96 MB De Cleene De Cleene

category
architecture, astronomy, encounter, Neptune, technology

11:21:34
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rg Neptune in opposition [6/20] — Pier

11:21:34



During atwo hour tour, H.V. (head of the science
collection) guided us from the library to the
observatory and back. Along the way, he touched
upon various rarities: one hundred ninety-five
volumes of the Encyclopédie M éthodique
(according to H.V. the most complete copy left in
the world), the severed summit of Mont Blanc
(‘Actually de Saussure brought back atriangular
piece of rock from just below the snow line near the
summit’), an original copy of the publication on the
infamous L tigensteine (‘ These date back to the time
before the hoax was unveiled’)...

In guiding us from room to room, H.V. piled oddity
upon curiosity. He showed a particular interest in all
things fish-related.

Notes

First published in: De Cleene, M. Reference Guide. Amsterdam: Roma
Publications, 2019

the-documents.c



rg 12:13, Flashlight in adark corner of the Oval Room

type date filename size author
photograph 30.01.2023 teylers.tif 36,68 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, archaeology, architecture, archive, astronomy, book, encounter, hand, Reference Guide, replica/copy

11:21:41



Our one year old’ s favourite toy he's not supposed
to play with isthe HP Officejet Pro L7590 All-in-
onein my office. | have given up on forbidding him
to play with it. We have anew game: he brings me
one of his other toys, we put it on the flatbed, close
thelid —asfar as possible —, press the button
‘START COPY — COLOR’ and wait for the print to
come out of the machine. When we place the
original onto the copy, he laughs. So far we have
copied his blue pacifier, his planet-earth-bouncy-
ball and hisrattling crocodile.

the-documents.c



rg Crocodile Copy

type date filename size author
photograph 16.02.2021 _44A8728 .dng 50,04MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, archive, decoration, house, replica/copy, technology, trompe 1'oeil, family

11:21:43



When | grew up, my parents told me that the
number of raisinsin the local baker’sraisin bread
attested to the result of the most recent soccer match
of KAA Gent. A victory was celebrated by
throwing more raisins into the dough than usual, a
loaf following a painful loss was hardly araisin
bread at al.

the-documents.c

The baker retired long ago. Today my two-year-old
son picked out al the raisins from his slice of bread.
KAA Gent’s last game was atie against Union.



rg Raisins

type date filename size author
photograph 30.12.2021 IMG_9810.HEIC 1,2 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

family, food

11:21:46



On Mondays, before noon, | go to the supermarket
with my two-year-old son. After passing the
lasagnes, the loaves of bread and the fruit and
vegetables, we make a short stop at the aguarium
with the lobsters. Around New Y ear, there are two
of them.

After we've paid for the groceries and have put
them in the car, we walk into the pet shop. We look
at the parrots (Jacques, Louis and Marie-Jose), the
rabbits, the guinea pigs, the assorted caged birds
and the fish and turtles. He' s very fond of the
Cyphotilapia Frontosa Burundi. He calls them
zebras. They hail from Lake Tanganyika, the label
says. It's the second-oldest freshwater 1ake, the
second-largest by volume and the second-deepest.
The pet shop has adorned their aguarium with a
scene of ocean waste.

In an effort to avert guilt, | look for something
cheap and more or less useful to buy: birdseed, a
snack for the neighbour’ s cat, a comb for his
grandparent’ s Labrador, etc.

the-documents.c



rg Zebras

type date filename size author
photograph 05.04.2022 IMG_0214 .HEIC 1,5 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, RDC, trompe 1'oeil, waste, family, replical/copy

11:21:49



‘Y ou see?’

[The man points at the wayhbill* on the floor behind
the glass door that closes off the abandoned and
dismantled hall ]

‘It used to be here, I'm sure’’

[He looks around.]

‘I'msure.’

[He turns towards me.]

‘Are you also here for the Leen Bakker? This used
to be aLeen Bakker. | just looked it up on their
website. They are open from 9 to 6 today.’

[He points at the waybill again.]

‘It was here. | remember well. It’s been years. But
it's here.’

[He walks away.]

“I'll look around.’

Notes

1 Thewaybill documents the transport of a 30m’ container filled with
approximately 5000 kg of waste from this branch of Leen Bakker to a
scrap processing company in nearby Ninove. They take care of scrap,
both ferrous and non-ferrous metal's. They also have a recognized
depollution center for end-of-life vehicles.

2 A chain of furniture and interior stores with branches in the Netherlands,

Belgium and the Caribbean part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

the-documents.c
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filename

28.06.2021

date

type

photograph

category

decoration, economy, mistake, waste

:21:52
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Jolimont, December 2021. The placeisin ruins. We
occupy the domain with students of La Cambrein
an attempt to practice ceramics with what is

there. In the former ceramic atelier, we gather
everything that was purposelessly there: aweird
collection of things from the past, waiting to be
organized, displayed, used or thrown away.

Thefiring tool was made to take out the
accumulating ashes from the firebox, to keep the air
flowing in the oven, raising the temperature,
reaching our ceramic-making goal of 1150°C. Not
very efficient, time or heat resistant, this savage, yet
poetic composition barely survived the firing.

The wooden handle was borrowed from a broom.
The scraper is afragment of achandelier previously
hanging in one of the salons.

The connecting element is an old electrical resistor
we found in one of the dismantled ovens.

Notes

Clementine Vaultier' sinterests, although trained as a ceramist, are in the
warm surroundings of the fire rather than the production it engenders.
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Firing tool

type date filename author
photograph 01.09.2022 clementine_firing_tool.JPEG Clémentine Vaultier

category
alchemy, archaeology, architecture, brick, collecting, decoration, waste

11:21:58







