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generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 25.11.2024 18:48,
printed on and contains 20 documents on 42 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/25-11-2024-6451/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.
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A constant, dependable presence. With the camera
focused on the North Star for an extended period,
the rotation of the Earth becomes visible. Nearby, in
the municipality of Wiederstedt, the geologist, poet
and philosopher Friedrich von Hardenberg (better
known by his pen name Novalis) spent his
childhood years between 1772 and 1784. A quote of
hisis engraved on a stone bench in the park
surrounding the chateau where he was raised: “ The
human being does not speak alone — the universe
also speaks — everything speaks — infinite
languages.”

Notes

e From S Anders Leben. Eine Handlung in Gespréachen/S Anders Leben —
Living Differently: An Act in Conversations

»  Stephanie Kiwitt (1972) is an artist based in Halle (Saale), Germany.
Utilizing alarge number of images, various perspectives and also textual
elements, she is known for her insightful photography that explores
spaces emblematic of contemporary phenomena. Over the past three
years, she has focused on evolving habitatsin rural areas, photographing
traces of transformation and conducting interviews in Saxony-Anhalt, the
region she moved to in 2020. From 2018 to 2020, Kiwitt was a guest
lecturer at the LUCA School of Artsin Brussels.

e Inspring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.
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rg Starry sky, long exposure, Sandersleben (Saxony-Anhalt), 14
April 2023
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I must have driven past this rocky landscape about
sixteen times, going back and forth between
viewpoints and the house the parents of afriend let
me stay in. On the last day, | |eft early for the
airport, pulled into alay-by, took my tripod and
camera out of the trunk of the red Volkswagen Polo
rental car and made two photographs.* It was only
when | got home, had the film developed, scanned it
and was removing dust particles from thefile, that

| discovered the hand painted text on the rock:
‘PROIBIDO BUSCAR SETAS.

Notes
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)rg

Mushroom Picking Prohibited

filename
type date Untitled99993-dustfree-nosharpen-
photograph 19.05.2021 crop2.psd
category

automobile, dusk, food, landscape, parking, sign, tree

09:47:54

size
365,37MB

author
Michiel De Cleene



A haf aday’swalk from the Fuente Dé teleférico,
there are less and less traces of passers-by. The path
to Sotres suddenly runs through alusher green.

The fence between two pastures keeps the sheep
from crossing and coincides with the border
between two regions. A hole in the fence would
change the landscape’ s hue.
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rg From Asturias, Into Cantabria

W
type date filename size author
photograph 15.05.2021 _MG_9795. jpg 4,6MB Arnout De Cleene

category
animal, landscape, government

09:47:55



A visit to the Royal Observatory of Belgium, in
Ukkel. Most of the domes are damaged and need
repairing. Only afew telescopesarein use. It is
difficult to find a good spot from which to film
the site. When we asked the people at the Royal
Meteorological Institute — the Observatory’s
neighbouring institution — if we could access their
building’ s roof to film the observatory, the answer

the-documents.c

was ‘no’.
Notes
I (M.D.C.) remember there was afire nearby. We couldn’t see
the flames, but atall dark plume of smoke rose above the trees lining the Sources
site. We didn't insist any longer and ceased our attempt to access the Kesteloot, J. Leerboek van Cosmografie voor Middelbaar en Lager
roof, hoping we might find a good spot to film the smoke with adome in Normaal Onderwijs (derde vermeerderde uitgave). Brugge: FirmaKarel

the foreground. Beyaert, 1948.



rg Dome

type date filename size author
scan 15.05.2021 Foto_2021-05-18_205934. jpg 2,1MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

architecture, astronomy

09:47:56



Between the rhinos and the kangaroosin the
Antwerp Zoo awooden footpath curves through a
grove of Sequoiadendron Giganteum trees. In the
middle of this Californian forest, visitors find the
giant slice of afelled tree of the same species. It
was brought to the zoo in 1962 and was approxi-
mately 650 years old at the time. Eleven labels point
out significant moments in history on the tree’s
growth rings. They range from zoo- and zool ogy-
related moments (for instance: ‘ 1901: The Okapi is
described as a species, or * 1843: Foundation of the
RZSA and opening of the Zoo’, or ‘ 1859: Darwin
publishes The Origin of Species, etc.), to cultura
and historical milestones (‘ 1555: Plantijn starts
publishing books in Antwerp’, or *1640: Rubens
(baroque painter) dies’, or *1492: Columbus in
America’). Another label pointsto the last growth
ring and reads: ‘ 1962: thistree isfelled and this
treediscisinstalled at the Zoo.’

The label pointing to the centre of the tree implies
asimultaneity between the tre€’ sfirst growth year
and the Battle of the Golden Spursin 1302.

Notes

On closer inspection the slice seems to consist of two halves that were
put together like ajigsaw puzzle. The resulting gap is skilfully patched
with what appears to be wood from the same species — possibly even the
same mammoth tree.
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rg Mammoth Tree and the Golden Spurs

type date filename size author
photograph 15.05.2021 IMG_6958_HEIC 1,9MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, book, botany, card, tree

09:48:06



