


the-documents.org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Swarms,
Tineke’s Sparta K-10, A Sparta K-10, Rue Verte, Brussels,
Potholes, Crash (1), Garage Paul > Garage Robert (collection of
2023), Negative sheet 21, negative 24, negative 24,5, Negative
sheet 17, negative 36, negative 36,5, We were a modern house,
Negative sheet 16, negative 24, negative 24,5, Knee, License
Plate, Negative sheet 13, negative 24, negative 24,5, Negative
sheet 55, negative 4, negative 5, Negative sheet 02, negative 5,
negative 6, Tracking, CLOSED NO POWER. For prescriptions
go to Walgreens 2690 Mission OPEN UNTIL 5 PM.,
pgealerts.alerts.pge.com/, Traces of logging on Mount Egaleo,
12:13, Flashlight in a dark corner of the Oval Room, The Loop of
the Sparta K-10, The Saddle of a Sparta K-10, Rue Verte,
Brussels, K10 in Folder Sparta Bikes 2011, Green or blue, Two
Sparta K-10s, Owned by Fred and Partner, A New Sparta K-10,
John’s Sparta K-10, Tineke’s Sparta K-10, A Sparta K-10, Rue
Verte, Brussels, Le dos-cul ment, New Year’s Eve, 2015, Seacat,
Debatably graded, Consolations, Neptune in opposition [20/20] –
A constellation, Neptune in opposition [19/20] – Approximation,
Neptune in opposition [18/20] – View of an interior, Neptune in
opposition [17/20] – Remote, Neptune in opposition [16/20] –
Unrest, Neptune in opposition [15/20] – Plethora, Neptune in
opposition [14/20] – A rolling shed, Neptune in opposition
[13/20] – A foraging fox, Neptune in opposition [12/20] –
Culmination, Neptune in opposition [11/20] – Alpine, Neptune in
opposition [10/20] – Kinship, Neptune in opposition [9/20] –
Rooftops, a windmill and power lines, Neptune in opposition
[8/20] – Diamonds, Neptune in opposition [7/20] – Leather,
Neptune in opposition [6/20] – Pier, Neptune in opposition [5/20]
– Magnolia leaves on a cloudy afternoon, Neptune in opposition
[4/20] – Dispersion, Neptune in opposition [3/20] – Azure,
Neptune in opposition [2/20] – The airfield, Neptune in
opposition [1/20] – Approach, Oven encounter, Moulds for
speculation, 300 year old seaweed, Firing tool, Aggressive
mimicry, Learning broom-making again, Owls and cats, Mary,
Last night I dreamt of Juan Pedro, What the left hand forgot, AI
submission, Stopwatch, Sea glass, Zebras, View, Wheelhouse
(replica), A peregrine falcon in the internal perimeter, A Fever
Dream, Backpack, Mould, Another letter from abroad, Mirror,
Croûton d’Or, Straight in the morning, curvy in the afternoon,
Inflation, Raisins, Vérandah, Market, 12M m3 [8/8] Heating, 12M
m3 [7/8] A Fissure, 12M m3 [6/8] 56 years, 12M m3 [5/8] It’s
Freezing, 12M m3 [4/8] Dam, 12M m3 [3/8] Swell, 12M m3 [2/8]
Thaw, 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid Snowmelt
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information
upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.’ (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality –
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses
into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo­
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In 
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be
one, presumably because it would then be framed – or
reframed – as an example, specimen, or instance’.
The gathered files are all documents – if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into
an ‘antelope’.

Paper Knowledge,

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.
It documented your path through the website.
As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this – a new document.

This document was compiled by ____ on 25.03.2024 22:36,
printed on ____ and contains 90 documents on 193 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/25-03-2024-5820/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes

De Cleene De Cleene is Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene.
Together they form a research group that focusses on novel ways of
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from a cultural and critical
perspective.
www.decleenedecleene.be / info@decleenedecleene.be

•

This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects,
financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.

•

Sources

Briet, S. Qu’est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951. •
Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.

•

Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.•



the-documents.orgJuly. Our eight-month-old son has a fever. We have
a hard time getting him to drink enough. The tally
marks on the back of a tortellini-box keep track of
the diapers he wets and the millilitres of milk and
electrolytes he’s able to hold down. 
Stuck inside with worrying parents, a sticker-book
about a farm is his brother’s favourite pass-time.
Tired of having to go back and forth between the
pastures and the sticker-filled sheets we decide to
use my arm as a repository for animals that share a
habitat.



the-documents.org Swarms

type
photograph

date
23.01.2024

filename
IMG_6467.jpeg

size
1,66 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
collecting, family, hand, sticker

22:35:13



Notes

Lars Kwakkenbos lives and works in Brussels and Ghent (B). He teaches
at KASK & Conservatorium in Ghent, where he is currently working on
the research project ‘On Instructing Photography’ (2023-2024), together
with Michiel and Arnout De Cleene.

•

the-documents.orgOn 29 September 2022, I search the internet for the
factory details of an original Sparta K-10. First I
come across some second-hand K-10s. On
marktplaats.nl, a Sparta K-10 is for sale for 60
euros, but anyone interested may also make an
offer. The seller’s name is Tineke. She lives in The
Hague and writes that the bike is ‘easy to take
along’. The K-10 she is selling has no chain guard,
but it does have a chrome luggage rack. This makes
the bike more practical, but in my opinion also less
attractive. Her bike also has a bell, but no elegant
loop at the end of the long, curved tube around
which the frame is built – most other K-10s do have
such a loop – or has it disappeared behind the top
tube of the luggage carrier? If Tineke is also the
owner of the bike, she is much taller than the owner
of the Brussels bike, as her saddle is a lot higher,
and it is also more or less straight. Moreover, the
handlebars are very high thanks to a different stem,
which makes the model of the bike a bit
unbalanced. I don’t know if I would have
photographed the bike for sale in The Hague.



the-documents.org Tineke’s Sparta K-10

type
screenshot

date
14.01.2023

filename
Screenshot 2022-09-29 at 11-38-18
≥ Sparta K-10 fiets — Fietsen
Vouwfietsen — Marktplaats.png

size
471 KB

author
Lars Kwakkenbos

category
bicycle, economy

22:35:25



Notes

Lars Kwakkenbos lives and works in Brussels and Ghent (B). He teaches
at KASK & Conservatorium in Ghent, where he is currently working on
the research project ‘On Instructing Photography’ (2023-2024), together
with Michiel and Arnout De Cleene.

•

the-documents.orgThis bike regularly pops up on the streets of the
Brussels neighbourhood where I live. On 4 June
2021, it stands in Rue Verte, in front of the entrance
to the Reine Verte Park. The park is built on one of
the steepest slopes in Brussels. That condition
required a clever park design, in which you can
hang out or walk from Rue Verte to Rue des Palais,
up, or vice versa, down. The park is well cared for
by city services. 

The bike is an orange Sparta K-10. It has a
remarkably low entry and high handlebars. As a
result, it seems to be a comfortable bike, albeit one
whose body posture while cycling is not geared to
the gradient of our neighbourhood, in which it
usually stands. Moreover, it has no gears and the
saddle is very slanted.



the-documents.org A Sparta K-10, Rue Verte, Brussels

type
photograph

date
13.01.2023

filename
20210604_081159.jpg

size
5,09 MB

author
Lars Kwakkenbos

category
bicycle, landscape

22:35:34



the-documents.orgHolding two cans of spray paint, a city employee
walks through a sweet chestnut grove on the
graveyard. He’s looking for potholes.



the-documents.org Potholes

type
photograph

date
15.07.2021

filename
IMG_7751.HEIC

size
4,7 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
fissure, government, sign, tree

22:35:43



the-documents.orgIn June, 2014, a severe hailstorm hit Belgium.
Warnings were broadcast. A football game between
the national teams of Belgium and Tunisia was
paused. The morning after, there were small dents
in the hood and the roof of the car, each a square
centimeter in size, some 10 centimeters separated
from each other. The storm didn’t get a name.

Assessing the damage, the insurance company’s
expert took the dents into account to establish the
wreck’s worth.



the-documents.org Crash (1)

type
photograph

date
16.10.2020

filename
IMG_2236.JPG

size
2,8MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
automobile, crash, precipitation, insurance

22:35:53



Notes

Bieke Criel, lives and works in Gent (BE). Intrigued by landscape,
movement, light and the poetics of what lies in between. Does not own a
car, loves to drive one. Part of 019.

•

the-documents.orgA year ago I moved into Solange’s appartement.
From the balcony, I see half the parking lot and the
adjacent high rise. On the mailbox, I haven’t
replaced her name for mine. 

1. GARAGE PAUL, (+32) 0489. 764 540 / recto-
verso NL/FR
2. CASH 24, (+32) 0466 15 32 16 / recto-verso
NL/FR
3. GARAGE NADIM (+32) 0470 606 474 / recto-
verso NL (1)
4. GARAGE NADIM (+32) 0470 606 474 / recto-
verso FR (2)
5. GARAGE GABRIEL (+32) 0489 76 45 40 /
recto-verso NL (1)
6. GARAGE GABRIEL (+32) 0489 76 45 40 /
recto-verso FR (2)
7. MAGNUM’s (+32) 0492 92 70 70 / recto-verso
FR
8. GARAGE ROBERT (+32) 0492 92 70 70 / recto-
verso FR (1) 
9. GARAGE ROBERT (+32) 0492 92 70 70 / recto-
verso FR (2)

I don’t know whether Solange owned a car.



the-documents.org Garage Paul > Garage Robert (collection of 2023)

type
scan

date
17.01.2024

filename
biekecriel_scan_6MB_jpeg_Doc.1_.jp
g

size
6 MB

author
Bieke Criel

category
archive, automobile, card, collecting

22:35:55



the-documents.orgA malfunctioning of the camera leading to a double-
exposed negative. The car is decisive in establishing
the relationship between the superimposed
photographs. In the middle of the image, we see it
parked in front of the house. Slightly less visible is
the same car, repeated but further away. This makes
it possible to deduce that the dark outline of the
house, with the roof and the chimney, is also the
same house as in the other photograph. This time,
the house is photographed relatively frontally (the
slightly angled point of view allows to bring the
shed at the back of the house in the line of sight),
and from nearby. At the bottom left, the lines that
make up the street help to see the continuity of the
one photograph, while the electric wires at the top
right aid to comprehend the other one. 

The camera malfunction speculates on a future
addition to the plot. The dark, outlined shed’s scale
is realistic with regards to the scale of the house and
itself (the shed) in the other photograph. Its position
with regards to the other buildings seems logical. It
imposes itself as a possible second shed for the
owner to build in the next few years. In that future
shed, the car, now standing in front of the house,
could be comfortably parked.



the-documents.org Negative sheet 21, negative 24, negative 24,5

type
scan

date
25.10.2023

filename
021a_14.jpg

size
1,29 MB

author
De Cleene De Cleene

category
architecture, archive, automobile, house, panorama, parking, scale

22:35:57



Notes

‘As the order of institutions follows its course, or as huts give way to
villages and then to cities and finally to cosmopolitan academies, the
forests move further and further away from the center of the clearing. At
the center one eventually forgets that one is dwelling in a clearing. […]
Yet however wide the circle may get through the inertia of civic
expansion, it presumably retains an edge of opacity where history meets
the earth, where the human abode reaches its limits.’

•

Sources

Pogue Harrison, R. ‘The Ecology of Finitude’, in: id., Forests. Chicago,
1992, 245.

•

the-documents.orgPhotographing the house and the clearing it stood in
proved difficult. During summer, the nettles and
brambles slowed down the pace. Some plants stung
the elbows. The clearing only became visible when
the sun fell through the opening in the canopy. On
cloudy days the clearing disappeared.



the-documents.org Negative sheet 17, negative 36, negative 36,5

type
scan

date
11.10.2023

filename
017c_05.jpg

size
1,48 MB

author
De Cleene De Cleene

category
architecture, archive, house, landscape, panorama, tree

22:35:57



Notes

the-documents.orgMy dream hollyday We were a football
on the beach
We were a modern house.
We were a We swim in the swimming
pool.

June 2022, Marche-en-Famenne. I arrived half an
hour early. Waiting for my family to pick me up at
the station, near a linden tree, I found a yellow page
lying on the pebbles in front of the wooden bench I
sat on. It had been a hot day. The sun was finally
setting. Music playing in the distance. A white
Volkswagen. Windows closed. Hard basses,
trembling across the road. Folded three times, the
sheet of paper had the size of a DIN A7. A white
BMW pulled over. Seven glass jars in a container.



the-documents.org We were a modern house

type
scan

date
20.09.2023

filename
wewereamodernhouse.pdf

size
10,12 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
architecture, dusk, encounter, family, tree

22:35:57


