


the-documents.org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Wheelhouse
(replica), A peregrine falcon in the internal perimeter, Backpack,
Mirror, Inflation, Market, Original Copy, Magnifier, Cobalt,
Measures, Potholes, Plaster, It’s Pouring, Crocodile Copy,
Mammoth Tree and the Golden Spurs, Populus, Vérandah, Block,
Magic Mountain
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information
upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.’ (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality –
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses
into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo­
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In 
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be
one, presumably because it would then be framed – or
reframed – as an example, specimen, or instance’.
The gathered files are all documents – if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into an
‘antelope’.

Paper Knowledge,

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.
It documented your path through the website.
As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this – a new document.

This document was compiled by ____ on 25.03.2022 16:15,
printed on ____ and contains 19 documents on 41 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/25-03-2022-3939/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes

De Cleene De Cleene is Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene.
Together they form a research group that focusses on novel ways of
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from a cultural and critical
perspective.
www.decleenedecleene.be / info@decleenedecleene.be

•

This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects,
financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.

•

Sources

Briet, S. Qu’est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951. •
Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.

•

Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.•



the-documents.orgThe GPS-plotter displays the ship near Keyhaven
Lake, indefinitely. The sea appears calm, the
horizon is level from one perspective.



the-documents.org Wheelhouse (replica)

type

photograph

date

20.03.2022

filename

bridge_001.jpg

size

15,31 MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

map/plan, Reference Guide, replica/copy, sea, sticker, trompe l'oeil

16:11:05



Notes

First published in: De Cleene, M. Reference Guide. Amsterdam: Roma
Publications, 2019

the-documents.orgAt the nuclear waste processing facility. While the
photographer and the head of the communication
department are making their way from the
processing building to the temporary storage
building, they walk past the central chimney.

 ‘On the highest of the accessible levels of the
chimney, operators were finding small steel rings.
They gathered them, but soon noticed that new
rings were added. At a certain point at a rate of one
ring a day.
[…]
It took them some time to realize what they were, so
they started collecting them by slipping them onto a
piece of rope. By now the rings on the rope span
about this distance [spreads his arms to indicate a
distance of about 1.2m].
[…]
They turned out to be rings that came from pigeon’s
legs.
[…]
On top of our chimney resides a peregrine falcon.
[…]
I was told pigeon fanciers have a tendency to give a
peregrine falcon – or any other bird of prey in their
area – a hand at disappearing, but this one took up
residency in the internal perimeter, where – as you
know – access is severely restricted.’



the-documents.org A peregrine falcon in the internal perimeter

type

photograph

date

02.03.2022

filename

duivenringen_001.jpg

size

20,04 MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

animal, collecting, food, Reference Guide, technology, waste

16:12:56



Sources

Lerner, B., Kluge, A. The Snows of Venice. Leipzig: Spector Books,
2018, p. 53

1

Ibid.2

the-documents.org_44A6588.dng
At 13:26:43 I took a photograph of a concrete
building without windows in an industrial zone just
south of Brussels.

_44A6590.dng
At 16:46:15 I photographed a succession of office
buildings in the same industrial zone. 

_44A6589.dng 
I must have walked about 1 kilometer between the
concrete building without windows and the section
of the industrial zone with the offices. At 13:43:49,
the camera, safely stored in my backpack, recorded
0.4 seconds of the 20 minutes it took me to get
there. 

In The Snows of Venice, Alexander Kluge wonders
whether he can take the liberty to conjure up what
the sky looked like on 31 December 1799, as
Schiller made his way to Goethe’s house. He goes
on by saying that, historically, there’s a ‘LACK OF
SENSORY ATTENTION AT CRUCIAL
MOMENTS’.  There are exceptions, though, like
the cameraman that was sent out to document the
fireworks on New Year’s Day 2000. The camera
was turned on prematurely. The batteries were used
up by midnight, but ‘certain gray tones, however,
filtered through the cracks of its protective case,
conveyed the motion of the walking cameraman, the
transportation. The incompletely shut, low-
information container was documented exactly […]
To this day it provides inexact testimony as to the
qualities of the leather of a twenty-first century
carrying case and the precise sensitivity to light and
dark demonstrated by a twenty-first century
recording medium.’

1

2



the-documents.org Backpack

type

photograph

date

15.02.2022

filename

_44A6589.dng

size

37,87 MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

architecture, data storage, mistake, packaging, technology

16:12:59



the-documents.orgOn the online thrift shop 2dehands.be the homepage
generates a ‘for you’ section. On November 9th this
section listed, among other things, a picture of the
sky on a patch of concrete. On closer inspection, it
became clear that it was the sky’s reflection in a
mirror with a red frame and four lightbulbs in it, the
kind you might see at the hairdresser’s or backstage
in a television studio or theatre. The seller estimates
the mirror’s current value to be 45,00 EUR. The
listing includes five photographs. In the fifth one,
the object for sale reflects a bucolic landscape: a
blue sky, white clouds, some trees and a fragment
of a barn.



the-documents.org Mirror

type

screenshot

date

16.01.2022

filename

Schermafbeelding 2021-11-09 om

20.54.40.png

size

2,92 MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

economy, landscape, mirror

16:13:02



Notes

The Belgian franc was the currency of the Kingdom of Belgium from
1832 until 2002 when the Euro was introduced. 1 EUR is worth 40,3399
BEF.

1.

the-documents.orgA 250 meter walk away from the seaside. A sign
states in Dutch and French: 
‘!!! NO PARKING !!!
Wrongly parked cars will be chained and only
released upon payment of a € 40 parking fee’

The 40 EUR parking fee the sign threatens to
charge is communicated by a relatively new sticker
stuck on an older sign. Underneath the three black
characters (€, 4 and 0) on a white background,
there’s a relief: 7 characters declaring a parking fee
of 1500 BEF. 

1500 BEF equals 37,18 EUR . In changing
currency, the fee increased by 7,58%.

1



the-documents.org Inflation

type

photograph

date

02.01.2022

filename

_44A4714.dng

size

63,15 MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

automobile, brick, economy, parking, sea, sign, sticker

16:13:03



Notes

1.

2.

3.

Márk Redele pursues projects that fundamentally relate to architecture
and its practice but rarely look like architecture. www.markredele.com

•

the-documents.orgK. says that the stall where he usually buys fruit has
already been packed up. But he is not worried about
the quality of the fruit the other vendor sells. He
gestures encouragingly. 

Five signs of type-1, eleven of type-2 and two of
type-3 are visible. Four of type-2 (two visible, two
deduced) and two of type-3 retain two vehicles.



the-documents.org Market

type

photograph

date

26.12.2021

filename

market_.jpg

size

3,82 MB

author

Márk Redele

category

automobile, economy, food, fruit, landscape, manual, parking, precipitation, sign

16:13:03



Sources

https://forum.thefreedictionary.com/postst182102_original-or-original-
copy.aspx

the-documents.orgOn Wednesday, May 9, 2018 at 2:23:14 PM Koh
Elaine starts the thread original or original copy on
the The Free Dictionary by Farlex’s forum.

‘Is “original copy” correct or should it be
“original”? Thanks.’

The seventh reply to Elaine’s question is Wilmar’s
on Thursday (his was preceded by towan52,
georgew, NKM, Koh Elaine, Sarrriesfan, ChrisKC,
Ashwin Joshi).

‘An original copy IS the original.

Folks usually call the document first created
the original, but some will say original copy.
If I run that original thru the copy machine,
I end up with two copies (yes, I said copies)
of the same thing – the original and the
duplicate of it (in terms of content). This is
how the term is commonly used.

If your writing or conversation depends
heavily on understand the difference, I would
recommend using the terms original and
duplicates. There are many times when that is
very important, in that the original must be
retained by a particular party, and the
duplicates are marked as such and distributed
or stored as required depending on
the document and the circumstance.

If you are just trying to make sure that you
have enough copies to distribute to everyone
at the company meeting this afternoon, use
whatever terms trips your trigger. But, if you
want to ensure that you keep custody of
the original, so that you can make additional
duplicates (copies) when additional people
attend, then be more specific about the words
you use.

OH, and, please, in the future, include some
context with your question. Asking if “word”
is correct doesn’t go very far in supplying a
reasonably useful response.’



the-documents.org Original Copy

type

screenshot

date

16.02.2021

filename

Schermafbeelding 2021-02-16 om

11.08.01.png

size

45KB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

archive, mistake, replica/copy, technology

16:13:07



Sources

Thiery, M. Het woud. Een proeve van plantenaardrijkskunde. Gent: De
Garve, s.d., p. 59.

the-documents.org(‘Slice of more than three meters in diameter, sawn
from a Mammoth-tree, given by California to
the botanical garden of New York, and presented
there’)

Thiery describes the ‘patriarchs’ of the plant world.
This slice of a Sequoia, which fell in 1917 in
Yosemite National Park, is 1694 years old. A
woman of the New York Botanical Institue, where
the slice of the patriarch is presented, counted the
rings. If one would look at the picture with a
magnifying glass, Thiery writes in a footnote,
the reader (with good eyes and a fair amount of
knowledge of the English language) would be able
to read the labels indicating the important global
events the tree witnessed. They are transcribed and
translated by the author. The end of the Roman
occupation of Great Britain. Columbus arriving in
America. The Declaration of Independence. This is
a lie: the text is illegible, even when using
a magnifier.

In the photograph, the slice, as on view in the New
York Botanical Institute, is presented upright. To
prevent it from rolling away, two small triangular
slices of wood were posited at the left and right side
of the slice. The type of wood of these slices,
nor the age of the patriarch from which they stem,
are known.



the-documents.org Magnifier

type

scan

date

04.01.2021

filename

Document_2021-01-04_114324.jpg

size

3,1MB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

book, botany, card, tree, scale, sign, mistake

16:13:12



the-documents.orgCathedral glass, or Flemish glass, lets light through,
but distorts visibility. It can show something or
someone is present behind it, but not in detail. Often
used in front doors, it marks the opaque edge
between the private and the public sphere, laying
bare their presence, without disclosing their
contents.

A blue hand, or a spider (Cyriopagopus lividus),
traces the cracks that testify to the fact that the
jammed door had to be closed with force. The
hinges need oiling. Cobalt blue tarantulas are said to
be extremely defensive. 



the-documents.org Cobalt

type

photograph

date

03.11.2021

filename

_44A6301.dng; _44A6305.dng

size

47,32MB;

54,99MB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

animal, house, impact, insurance, mistake, repair, trompe l'oeil

16:13:16



the-documents.org



the-documents.org Cobalt

16:13:16



the-documents.orgBesides the scale indicating the length in
centimeters, and the marks made by using it, a
folding ruler displays other marks. These are the
marks found on the weber broutin www.weber-
broutin.be folding ruler, from left to right: 

2m (in a frame, between 1cm and 2cm);
indicating the total length of the folding ruler.

•

a hexagon, barely visible, punched into
the wood (between 2cm and 3cm); unknown
signification.

•

LUXMA (in a frame, between 4cm and 5cm);
the manufacturer of the folding ruler (different
from the company who ordered the folding
ruler, their (the company’s, i.c. weber-
broutin’s) name is printed on the sides of
the ruler, and is only readable when the ruler is
folded together for at least 50% (=1m).

•

III (in an oval, between 6cm and 7cm);
indication of the preciseness of the scale in
centimeters, with ‘I’ in roman numbers
meaning the most precise, and ‘IV’ in roman
numbers meaning the least precise. (It is
therefore not entirely certain that the ‘III’ on
weber-broutin’s folding ruler can actually be
found between 6cm and 7cm.)

•

D 99 (in an oval, probably between 7cm and
8cm, see argument mentioned above);
unknown signification.

•

1.1.60 (in an oval, probably between 7cm and
8cm, beneath D 99), signification unknown.

•



the-documents.org Measures

type

scan

date

26.12.2020

filename

Handgeschreven_2020-12-

26_153034.jpg

size

659KB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

scale, sign, mistake, mathematics

16:13:17



the-documents.orgHolding two cans of spray paint, a city employee
walks through a sweet chestnut grove on the
graveyard. He’s looking for potholes.



the-documents.org Potholes

type

photograph

date

15.07.2021

filename

IMG_7751.HEIC

size

4,7 MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

fissure, government, sign, tree

16:13:17



Sources

https://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/suppl/2020/12/29/371.6524.34.
DC1/abb8549_Herrera_SM.pdf

•

https://www.standaard.be/cnt/dmf20210106_97889104•
http://earth.esa.int/fringe2005/proceedings/papers/677_devleeschouwer.p
df

•

the-documents.orgAs a result of intense drainage of drinking water,
an area around the Belgian city of Waver was
designated as having a potential for land subsidence
– the downward movement of the soil over
an extended period of time. People in Waver were
startled to find their town mentioned in an
international study published in Science. Flemish
newspaper De Standaard uncovered that the
researchers had used an older study, published
in 2005, which claimed that the soil in Waver had
moved some five centimeters in a period of eleven
years. Pictures of fissures in Waver-facades had
been added to the original article.

Last year, cracks in our living room wall were
covered up by placing plasterboard in front of the
plastered brick wall. As such, we avoided having to
paint the wall with the cracks and the marks left by
the IKEA Billy bookcases.



the-documents.org Plaster

type

photograph

date

11.12.2020

filename

IMG_0280.JPG

size

2,6MB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

drought, fissure, brick, house, seismology, precipitation, book

16:13:18



Notes

In 2000, 2006 and 2017 the twenty-sixth of December was a Tuesday.
(Earlier years are improbable, since the Euro was not introduced yet.)

Sources

Claus, H. De Metsiers. Amsterdam: Uitgeverij De Bezige Bij, 1978.

the-documents.orgIn his debut novel ‘De Metsiers’ Hugo Claus
employs a multiple narrative perspective. In the
copy I picked up in a thrift store, there’s a
bookmarker between pages 44 and 45 where the
perspective shifts from Ana to Jim Braddok. It’s
pouring. The pink piece of paper lists 9 sessions at a
driving school. There’s a total of 20 hours, taught
alternately by Johan and Guy.



the-documents.org It’s Pouring

type

scan

date

09.06.2021

filename

metsiers.jpg

size

11,61 MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

automobile, book, card, literature, precipitation

16:13:18



the-documents.orgOur one year old’s favourite toy he’s not supposed
to play with is the HP Officejet Pro L7590 All-in-
one in my office. I have given up on forbidding him
to play with it. We have a new game: he brings me
one of his other toys, we put it on the flatbed, close
the lid – as far as possible –, press the button
‘START COPY – COLOR’ and wait for the print to
come out of the machine. When we place the
original onto the copy, he laughs. So far we have
copied his blue pacifier, his planet-earth-bouncy-
ball and his rattling crocodile.



the-documents.org Crocodile Copy

type

photograph

date

16.02.2021

filename

_44A8728.dng

size

50,04MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

animal, archive, decoration, house, replica/copy, technology, trompe l'oeil, family

16:13:18



Notes

On closer inspection the slice seems to consist of two halves that were
put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The resulting gap is skilfully patched
with what appears to be wood from the same species – possibly even the
same mammoth tree.

the-documents.orgBetween the rhinos and the kangaroos in the
Antwerp Zoo a wooden footpath curves through a
grove of Sequoiadendron Giganteum trees. In the
middle of this Californian forest, visitors find the
giant slice of a felled tree of the same species. It
was brought to the zoo in 1962 and was approxi­
mately 650 years old at the time. Eleven labels point
out significant moments in history on the tree’s
growth rings. They range from zoo- and zoology-
related moments (for instance: ‘1901: The Okapi is
described as a species’, or ‘1843: Foundation of the
RZSA and opening of the Zoo’, or ‘1859: Darwin
publishes The Origin of Species’, etc.), to cultural
and historical milestones (‘1555: Plantijn starts
publishing books in Antwerp’, or ‘1640: Rubens
(baroque painter) dies’, or ‘1492: Columbus in
America’). Another label points to the last growth
ring and reads: ‘1962: this tree is felled and this
tree disc is installed at the Zoo.’

The label pointing to the centre of the tree implies
a simultaneity between the tree’s first growth year
and the Battle of the Golden Spurs in 1302.



the-documents.org Mammoth Tree and the Golden Spurs

type

photograph

date

15.05.2021

filename

IMG_6958.HEIC

size

1,9MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

animal, book, botany, card, tree

16:13:18



Sources

Steenackers, M., Schamp, K., & De Clercq, W. (2018). De INBO
variëteiten van populier, een aanwinst voor de Europese populierenteelt.
Silva belgica : tijdschrift van de koninklijke belgische
bosbouwmaatschappij = bulletin de la société royale forestière de
belgique, N°4/2018, 40-47. [5].

•

https://purews.inbo.be/ws/portalfiles/portal/15044340/Dossier_populier_I
NBO_KBBM.pdf  

•

the-documents.orgA Sunday stroll near my parents’ house. Along one
of the roads between the fields, old poplars have
been felled. Young trees have been planted. Each
one has a baby blue coloured label, identifying them
as Poplar tree, and, more specifically, the ‘Vesten’
cultivar. This cultivar is planted since it is one of
the cultivars known for its resistance with regards to
bacteria, diseases and insects. The tags on the trunks
have staples keeping them together. They’re like
bracelets. Come spring, the expanding diameter of
the fast growing poplar species’ trunk will tear
them apart.



the-documents.org Populus

type

scan

date

25.01.2021

filename

Handgeschreven_2021-01-

25_091710.jpg

size

823KB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

botany, tree, packaging, house, epidemic, family

16:13:19



the-documents.orgIn the archive of the architect O. Clemminck, there
is a piece of a plan of a building in a suburb in Gent.
It presents the ground floor. There is a kitchen, a
salon, an eating place, a meeting place. The missing
part would have stated the exact address, the name,
and maybe the profession of the owners. The plan
of the first floor might have given an indication of
the number of (anticipated) family members, based
on the number and size of sleeping rooms.

At the southern edge of (the plan of) the lot, O.
Clemminck has drawn a laundry room that gives out
to a vérandah. The spelling of the Dutch word –
nowadays written as veranda – is remarkable, as is
its etymology, which is unclear and a matter of
debate among scholars. The word might have
Portuguese (varanda: railing) and Catalan roots

 barrier), maybe also origins in the
Lithuanian Žemaitan dialect (varanda: loop plaited
from flexible wings) and might also be traced back
to a Sanskrit root (varandaka: rampart separating
two fighting elephants). 

(baranda:

The vérandah O. Clemminck proposes is 2,40
meters by, at least, 2,80 meters.



the-documents.org Vérandah

type

scan

date

28.12.2021

filename

Foto_2021-12-27_194400.pdf

size

7,2MB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

architecture, archive, family, house, map/plan, O. Clemminck

16:13:34



Notes

First published in A+ Architecture in Belgium, A+ 279, Schools (August,
September 2019), https://www.a-plus.be/nl/tijdschrift/schools

the-documents.org‘The masons in training pour a concrete slab and
build four walls upon it in a stretcher bond. Then
the block comes to our department and the students
in the course Electrical installer (residential) can
grind channels and drill cavities in it.’
[…]
‘It’s not always a success from the outset, but they
learn quickly.’
[…]
‘Never grind horizontally, always vertically.
Diagonally if there is no other way.’
[…]
‘Two fingers wide.’
[…]
‘After this it goes to the sanitary department. After
the bell drilling, the demolition hammer follows and
the masons make us a new block.’

Competentiecentrum VDAB, Wondelgem,
July 2019.



the-documents.org Block

type

photograph

date

04.05.2021

filename

_44a7269.jpg

size

27,17MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

architecture, brick, fissure, house, mistake, parking

16:13:52



the-documents.orgA skiing holiday with my in-laws. The ski pass does
not allow you to visit Schatzalp. We buy a separate
ticket and take the train up the hill to the hotel,
which served as the backdrop for Thomas Mann’s
Magic Mountain. The stately hotel and former
sanatorium is gorgeous.

Meanwhile, a new virus is spreading. Some people
are coughing. I am keeping distance while waiting
in line to take the train back down to the snow-
covered village.



the-documents.org Magic Mountain

type

scan

date

14.02.2021

filename

Document_2021-02-14_140547.jpg

size

770KB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

book, card, precipitation, epidemic, family

16:14:19




