


the-documents.org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Nap, YAY
HOORAY, This site has been seized, A smoker’s history of
energy, The Imaginary Edge of the Roadway, This site has been
seized, (Un)Touching Ground, 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid Snowmelt,
12M m3 [4/8] Dam, 12M m3 [6/8] 56 years, 300 year old
seaweed, Elevator, A Sparta K-10, Rue Verte, Brussels, A
smoker’s history of energy, Mould, Magic Mountain, We
Welcome Comments, Red Skirt Popular on the Street, Learning
broom-making again, Investment, 12M m3 [6/8] 56 years,
Lemon, Quarry, Starry sky, long exposure, Sandersleben (Saxony-
Anhalt), 14 April 2023, Negative sheet 02, negative 5, negative 6

24.03.2025



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information
upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.’ (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality –
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses
into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo­
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In 
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be
one, presumably because it would then be framed – or
reframed – as an example, specimen, or instance’.
The gathered files are all documents – if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into
an ‘antelope’.

Paper Knowledge,

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.
It documented your path through the website.
As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this – a new document.

This document was compiled by ____ on 24.03.2025 23:09,
printed on ____ and contains 25 documents on 54 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/24-03-2025-6525/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes

De Cleene De Cleene is Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene.
Together they form a research group that focusses on novel ways of
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from a cultural and critical
perspective.
www.decleenedecleene.be / info@decleenedecleene.be

•

This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects,
financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.

•

Sources
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Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
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the-documents.orgIt’s time to have a nap. I tilt the window over its
middle axis to let the butterfly out. A breeze ruffles
the drapes. Now, it sits on the glass and throws an
enormous shadow on the yellow cloth. 



the-documents.org Nap

type
photograph

date
06.01.2025

filename
_MG_9406.JPG; _MG_9429.JPG

size
6,1 MB; 10,2 MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
animal, cloth, decoration, encounter, family, scale, wind

23:06:55
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the-documents.orgDepending on the perspective one chooses to look
at the address, the house is adorned or not.
The perspective from the main road is an image
made in August 2020, the website (Google Maps)
says. Our car is in front of the garage. It must be the
end of August. We drive home from the hospital
with the newborn, who doesn’t stop crying. Maybe I
tightened the belts in the car seat too much.
Arriving at our house, we see the slogans and
decorations friends have hung at our front door.
On the sill of the neighbour’s first floor window,
there’s a brick that must have fallen from the
second floor facade.



the-documents.org YAY HOORAY

type
screenshot

date
31.12.2020

filename
Schermafbeelding 2020-12-31 om
10.50.02.png

size
8,7MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
automobile, brick, crash, house, map/plan, family

23:07:06



Notes

‘Mining’ is what is being done when data – a transaction – has to be
added to the blockchain (which, in itself, is the sum of all previous
transactions, added to each other as data). To do this, computers have to
solve a complex mathematical puzzle, which is crucial for the
trustworthiness of the system, but for which loads of energy is needed.
Criticism on the effects of blockchain-mining is growing, as it has a
gruesome effect on resources. In 2018, Andrew North writes, Bitfury
used 28 million kilowatt-hours of electricity per month, equalling the
consumption of 120,000 Georgian households.

1.

2.

3.

the-documents.orgConducting research into the effects on energy
consumption of blockchain-based applications such
as bitcoin, I was triggered by the fact that many of
the facilities making blockchain-mining  possible
are located in Georgia. Low energy prices and a
relaxed taxation policy are said to be among the
reasons why companies such as Bitfury locate their
plants there. 

1

After a three-day hike in the Caucasus Mountains,
on the Georgian side of the border with Chechnya,
we are invited to pitch our tent in the garden of
Murati, a local farmer in a small mountain village.
We are overwhelmed by the scenery and Murati’s
hospitality. Many of the villages, thrown on the
mountain flanks, have tower-like structures of some
twenty meters high, making them all look fortified.
They have no windows or doors on the ground 

floor.2

Murati invites us into his house to drink warm milk
with his family and brings us cheese-filled bread.
One of us speaks Russian. He inspects our
backpacks, headlights and drinking bags. He tells us
a 500 kilogram pig of his did not return to the house
that night. The family is saddened. 

In the evening, we see him taking his granddaughter
by the hand. They walk to the highest point of the
gravel road in front of his house and together watch
the last light of the day fall on the snow-covered
triangular peak of one of the Caucasus’ highest
mountains. 

I’m mistrusting my memory and look the passage
up in the journal we kept. The village is called
Zagar. The mountain is Mount Tetnuldi. The
granddaughter’s name is Anna. 

When I click through to one of the websites
promising information on Georgia’s blockchain
economy, I happen to stumble on a dark web-
related website and access is denied.3
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the-documents.org This site has been seized

type
photograph

date
22.08.2021

filename
_MG_6532.JPG, JPEG

size
5,9MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
animal, impact, economy, landscape, technology, government, house, numismatics, blockchain, encounter
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Notes

The scene shows a man standing at a desk, sticking out his hand to an
officer in a window that reads, in mirror writing: Customs.

1

On eBay a complete series is advertised (15 EUR), with a lo-res picture
of the whole collection, including the five bands missing in my
grandfather’s collection. The information on the back, however, is not
given. It leads to a highly speculative history of energy. 

2

A man in a gown watching a T-shaped object.•
A child in a cellar, sitting on a stool at a table with gray objects.•
A soldier kneeling beside a child, in front of a train, and in front of a boat.•
A low table with a giant cartwheel of sorts and a box.•
A vertical object with what seems to be a bell on top.•

the-documents.orgA mostly empty book designed to collect cigar
bands. The bands are glued to the paper at their left
side, so the information on the backside, explaining
the image and referring to the series it belongs to
and the number of different labels the series
contains, can be looked up. The book has complete
and incomplete series on Christopher Columbus
(complete), tanks (incomplete), the origins of
civilization (complete), Ancient cultures
(incomplete), fashion (complete), South-American
sculptures (complete), Ancient columns
(incomplete), Nobel Prize Winners (incomplete), an
unclarified series of seven men, most of whom are
‘prof.’ or ‘dr.’(complete / incomplete), design plates
(incomplete), famous Belgians (complete /
incomplete), statesmen (incomplete) and football
players (incomplete). The first page in the book is
used to present two series. The left column presents
the Egyptian dynasty (incomplete). The middle and
right column present a series of bands by the brand
Jubilé on the history of energy in telling scenes and
pieces of machinery. 

Series: Energy

Middle column, top to bottom: 

The writing telegraph. Hughes•
Experiment with a sulphur globe. William
Gilbert

•

Primitive telephone. Philipp Reis•
Wireless telegraph.  Guglielo [sic] Marconi• 1

The arc of Volta. Sir Humphry Davy•
Fire in the wagon. Thomas Alva Edison•
Experiments with lightning. Benjamin Franklin•
Cathode for creating X-Rays. Wilhelm Röntgen•
Rotating magnetic field. Galileo Ferraris•

Right column, top to bottom:

Electric discharge. William Watt•
Magnetic telephone. Antonio Meucci•
Muscles reacting to electricity. Luigi Galvani•
Voltaic pile. Alessandro Volta•
Oscillating circuit. Guglielo [sic] Marconi•
Development of the telephone. Graham Bell•
Telephone, beginning of the 20th century•
Next to his wireless telegraph. Guglielo [sic]
Marconi

•

Invention of the incandescent light bulb.
Thomas Alva Edison

•

Morse’s telegraph. Samuel Morse•

The series is incomplete.2
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the-documents.org A smoker’s history of energy

type
scan

date
18.08.2021

filename
Document_2021-07-23_160752.jpg

size
10MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
collecting, physics, technology

23:08:24



Sources

https://wegcode.be/wetteksten/secties/kb/wegcode/262-art75

the-documents.orgArticle 75 of the Royal Decree containing general
regulations for road traffic and the use of public
roads, published in Het Belgisch Staatsblad on 9
December 1975, lists the rules for longitudinal
markings indicating the edge of the roadway.

According to 75.1, there are two types of markings
that indicate the actual edge of the roadway: a
white, continuous stripe and a yellow interrupted
line. The former is mainly used to make the edge of
the roadway more visible; the latter indicates that
parking along it is prohibited.

In 75.2, the decree focuses on markings that
indicate the imaginary edge of the roadway. Only a
broad, white, continuous stripe is permitted for this
purpose. The part of the public road on the other
side of this line is reserved for standing still and
parking, except on motorways and expressways.



the-documents.org The Imaginary Edge of the Roadway

type
photograph

date
08.08.2021

filename
IMG_7943.HEIC

size
659 KB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
automobile, government, parking, repair, sign
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Notes

‘Mining’ is what is being done when data – a transaction – has to be
added to the blockchain (which, in itself, is the sum of all previous
transactions, added to each other as data). To do this, computers have to
solve a complex mathematical puzzle, which is crucial for the
trustworthiness of the system, but for which loads of energy is needed.
Criticism on the effects of blockchain-mining is growing, as it has a
gruesome effect on resources. In 2018, Andrew North writes, Bitfury
used 28 million kilowatt-hours of electricity per month, equalling the
consumption of 120,000 Georgian households.

1.

2.

3.

the-documents.orgConducting research into the effects on energy
consumption of blockchain-based applications such
as bitcoin, I was triggered by the fact that many of
the facilities making blockchain-mining  possible
are located in Georgia. Low energy prices and a
relaxed taxation policy are said to be among the
reasons why companies such as Bitfury locate their
plants there. 

1

After a three-day hike in the Caucasus Mountains,
on the Georgian side of the border with Chechnya,
we are invited to pitch our tent in the garden of
Murati, a local farmer in a small mountain village.
We are overwhelmed by the scenery and Murati’s
hospitality. Many of the villages, thrown on the
mountain flanks, have tower-like structures of some
twenty meters high, making them all look fortified.
They have no windows or doors on the ground 

floor.2

Murati invites us into his house to drink warm milk
with his family and brings us cheese-filled bread.
One of us speaks Russian. He inspects our
backpacks, headlights and drinking bags. He tells us
a 500 kilogram pig of his did not return to the house
that night. The family is saddened. 

In the evening, we see him taking his granddaughter
by the hand. They walk to the highest point of the
gravel road in front of his house and together watch
the last light of the day fall on the snow-covered
triangular peak of one of the Caucasus’ highest
mountains. 

I’m mistrusting my memory and look the passage
up in the journal we kept. The village is called
Zagar. The mountain is Mount Tetnuldi. The
granddaughter’s name is Anna. 

When I click through to one of the websites
promising information on Georgia’s blockchain
economy, I happen to stumble on a dark web-
related website and access is denied.3
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photograph
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Notes

Helene Kazan is an artist, writer and educator. Her work investigates
‘risk’ as a lived condition produced through the conjoined violent effects
of capitalism and conflict. This is observed in the colonial roots of
international law and its material formation of the lived-built
environment. In response, she uses decolonial, feminist, poetic and
critical-legal approaches in her work, which explores ways of
dismantling the ongoing effects of neo-colonial violence towards wider
frameworks of accountability and justice.

•

In spring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.

•

the-documents.org‘These attempts to dismantle occur amidst timeless
acts of protest and resistance.’

Screenshot from film chapter (Un)Touching Ground
where archival images that document a history of
protest and resistance movements in Lebanon are
put through a process of data-moshing. The
disruption of the image in this pixelated moment in
the film, forms to highlight the mass of people that
make up these movements for intersectional
revolution.
Frame of Accountability, 01:00:00, Helene Kazan,
2024.



the-documents.org (Un)Touching Ground

type
screenshot

date
25.05.2024

filename
FrameofAccountability_HKazan_2023_
002.jpf

size
517 KB

author
Helene Kazan

category
archive, government, technology, Trigger

23:08:48



the-documents.orgDecember, 1947. Rapid snowmelt coincides with
torrential precipitation. At the bottom of the Thur
valley, in Wildenstein, the water gathers.



the-documents.org 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid Snowmelt

type
photograph

date
29.11.2021

filename
IMG_0504b.jpg

size
8,68 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
landscape, precipitation
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