


the-documents.org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Stopwatch,
Mushroom Picking Prohibited, Dust, 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid
Snowmelt, 12M m3 [2/8] Thaw, 12M m3 [3/8] Swell, 12M m3
[4/8] Dam, 12M m3 [5/8] It’s Freezing, 12M m3 [6/8] 56 years,
12M m3 [7/8] A Fissure, 12M m3 [8/8] Heating, This site has
been seized, Shelter, Marmara, Quarry, A Seismic Change, A
Fever Dream, Backpack, This Year’s Model, From Asturias, Into
Cantabria, Passing Time Near a Particle Accelerator, It’s Pouring,
A Bibliographic Reference, Original Copy, Crocodile Copy, At
the copyshop, Une étoile est-elle un document?, Thunder Afar,
Mammoth Tree and the Golden Spurs, Magnifier, Potholes,
Raisins, Vérandah, Market, Roofing (1), Roofing (2), Roofing (3)
– Simon, tu me manques, Roofing (4) – Celine & Logan, Roofing
(5) – UDI
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information
upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.’ (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality –
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses
into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo­
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In 
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be
one, presumably because it would then be framed – or
reframed – as an example, specimen, or instance’.
The gathered files are all documents – if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into
an ‘antelope’.

Paper Knowledge,

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.
It documented your path through the website.
As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this – a new document.

This document was compiled by ____ on 22.06.2022 14:03,
printed on ____ and contains 39 documents on 80 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/22-06-2022-4024/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes

De Cleene De Cleene is Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene.
Together they form a research group that focusses on novel ways of
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from a cultural and critical
perspective.
www.decleenedecleene.be / info@decleenedecleene.be
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Notes

the-documents.orgHe’s wearing a digital watch. It looks like a Casio.
It’s impossible to read the time, no matter whether
you are studying the high-resolution scan of the
negative or the negative itself, with the aid of a
loupe and lightbox. 

The device had a stopwatch function. When we
were around eight and ten, we used to compete in
trying to start and stop the stopwatch in the shortest
possible interval. The smaller the gap, the closer to
zero. Sometimes he would also have a try. We once
managed to get it down to 00:00:00:03. Neither of
us dared to press ‘reset’ and try again.



the-documents.org Stopwatch

type
photograph

date
10.05.2022

filename
032a-07s.psd

size
802,34 MB

author
De Cleene De Cleene

category
archive, family, house, mirror, technology

13:57:48



Notes

1.

the-documents.orgI must have driven past this rocky landscape about
sixteen times, going back and forth between
viewpoints and the house the parents of a friend let
me stay in. On the last day, I left early for the
airport, pulled into a lay-by, took my tripod and
camera out of the trunk of the red Volkswagen Polo
rental car and made two photographs.  It was only
when I got home, had the film developed, scanned it
and was removing dust particles from the file, that
I discovered the hand painted text on the rock:
‘PROIBIDO BUSCAR SETAS’.

1



the-documents.org Mushroom Picking Prohibited

type
photograph

date
19.05.2021

filename
Untitled99993-dustfree-nosharpen-
crop2.psd

size
365,37MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
automobile, dusk, food, landscape, parking, sign, tree

13:57:51



the-documents.orgTen years ago, in November, I drove up to Frisia –
the northernmost province of The Netherlands. I
was there to document the remains of air
watchtowers: a network of 276 towers that were
built in the fifties and sixties to warn the troops and
population of possible aerial danger coming from
the Soviet Union. It was very windy. The camera
shook heavily. The poplars surrounding the
concrete tower leaned heavily to one side.

I drove up to the seaside, a few kilometers farther.
The wind was still strong when I reached the grassy
dike that overlooked the kite-filled beach. I exposed
the last piece of film left on the roll. Strong gusts of
wind blew landwards.

Months later I didn’t bother to blow off the dust that
had settled on the film before scanning it. A
photograph without use, with low resolution, made
for the sake of the archive’s completeness. 

The dust on the film appears to be carried
landwards, by the same gust of wind lifting the kites.



the-documents.org Dust

type
photograph

date
06.09.2021

filename
LWT-Oudemirdum0002.tif

size
28,17 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
architecture, archive, data storage, landscape, sea, wind

13:58:00



the-documents.orgDecember, 1947. Rapid snowmelt coincides with
torrential precipitation. At the bottom of the Thur
valley, in Wildenstein, the water gathers.



the-documents.org 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid Snowmelt

type
photograph

date
29.11.2021

filename
IMG_0504b.jpg

size
8,68 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
landscape, precipitation

13:58:09



the-documents.orgIt snows on December 19, but the situation changes
on the 22nd with the arrival of an Atlantic low-
pressure area, bringing masses of hot and humid air.
Thaw follows.

And then, it snows again on December 26 and 27,
before the arrival of a new warm front on the same
day. A significant and brutal rise in temperature
ensues: at Lac Noir, at 920 m, the temperature
shoots up from 0,3 °C on December 27 at 7 AM to
7,4 ° C on the 28th at 9 PM.



the-documents.org 12M m3 [2/8] Thaw

type
photograph

date
30.11.2021

filename
IMG_0506b.jpg

size
5,31 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
landscape, precipitation

13:58:15



the-documents.orgThe river swells and eventually overflows, causing
the death of six people and extensive damage:
washed away bridges, damaged homes, submerged
factories, destroyed food stocks, heavily eroded
roads and paths.



the-documents.org 12M m3 [3/8] Swell

type
photograph

date
01.12.2021

filename
IMG_0507b.jpg

size
6,12 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
impact, landscape, precipitation

13:58:16



the-documents.orgSeven years after the devastating flood, in 1954, the
building of the dam is decided upon. Between 1959
and 1963 the infrastructure is built, and the
reservoir gets filled with water in 1964 to act as a
buffer for sudden floods and to guarantee a flowing
Thur through the highly industrialized area
downstream.



the-documents.org 12M m3 [4/8] Dam

type
photograph

date
02.12.2021

filename
IMG_0510b.jpg

size
5,85 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
architecture, drought, economy, landscape, precipitation

13:58:18



the-documents.orgOn January 23, 2020 a young couple walks around
the drained reservoir of Kruth-Wildenstein.

It’s freezing. They’re expecting their first child
within a month.



the-documents.org 12M m3 [5/8] It’s Freezing

type
photograph

date
04.12.2021

filename
IMG_0509b.jpg

size
3,31 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
family, landscape

13:58:22



the-documents.orgWhere once there was twelve million cubic metres
of water, excavators and trucks are moving dirt and
rocks that have been hidden from sight for 56 years;
piling them up into a temporary dam: a batardeau.



the-documents.org 12M m3 [6/8] 56 years

type
photograph

date
05.12.2021

filename
IMG_0512b.jpg

size
6,68 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
drought, landscape, repair

13:58:25


