


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along CLOSED NO
POWER. For prescriptions go to Walgreens 2690 Mission OPEN
UNTIL 5 PM., Le dos-cul ment, Plaster, 12M m3 [6/8] 56 years,
Quarry, A Seismic Change, Shelter, Anraum, Mammoth Tree and
the Golden Spurs, Magnifier, Mammoth Tree and the Golden
Spurs, A smoker’ s history of energy, Thunder Afar, The Birds,
Border, Wheelhouse (replica), Dust, Gatun Locks, Dust, Bent
Concrete, Plaster, Inflation, 2 bdrms, Cover, Crash (1), Thefirst
light of day, Last night | dreamt of Juan Pedro, What the left hand
forgot, Roofing (4) — Celine & Logan, Elevator, Roofing (3) —
Simon, tu me manques, Hétéroclites, Shelter

22.02.2023



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 22.02.2023 16:24,
printed on and contains 33 documents on 70 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/22-02-2023-5239/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.
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[13:42] Maziar: Power out at Rib now.

[13:45] Mathew: It'swindy here today, sorry!
[13:45] Maziar: Saying from the comfort of his
electrified home, or...you aso have no power?
[13:45] Mathew: No, | don’t. But, typically, outages
in the city are shorter than in regional areas. PG& E
website estimates service within two hours...Maybe
you could post a business sign on Rib’s window?*
[13:52] Maziar: Yes. Though my phone is almost
dead. No light. Can you send me atext for the sign?
| can’t access the drive.

[13:52] Mathew: Y eah.

[13:52] Maziar: | fed reality hitting. Not so much
the reality of blackoutsin the U.S., but the redlity of
life and work...and that it is time to go home.
[13:55] Mathew: “CLOSED NO POWER For
prescriptions go to Walgreens 2690 Mission OPEN
UNTIL 5PM.”

[13:55] Maziar: Thanks.

[13:56] Mathew: Y eah, maybe it's time for you to
leave for the night. I’m going to drive around to see
what’ s happening.

[13:59] Maziar: Okay, enjoy.

Notes

1 Local businesses experiencing a blackout typically post handwritten
notices on their street-facing windows. These condensed notes detail
acute symptoms felt at acommunity level, hinting at the improvisation
required to maintain social harmony.

Mathew Kneeboneis an artist based in San Francisco. His
interdisciplinary practices takes different forms, al in relation to an
interest in electricity and technology. He teaches studio and thesis
writing at California College of the Arts.
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rg CLOSED NO POWER. For prescriptions go to Walgreens
2690 Mission OPEN UNTIL 5 PM.

type date filename size author
photograph 21.02.2023 closed-no-power . jpg 641 KB Mathew Kneebone
category

automobile, impact, repair, sign, wind

15:54:08



Thisisatrace, and it isnot.

Ceci est unetrace et nel’ est pas.

What is a trace?

QU’ est-ce qu’ une trace?

Le document n’ en est pas, le document documente.
Documents what?

Peu importe, le mot ‘document’ est dérivé du latin
docere, C'est adire...

to show, to teach, to instruct. The document is
docile, unlike the trace.

Latrace ne montre pas, N’ enseigne pas, n’'instruit en
rien, amoins d’ interpréter.

Thetrace asindexical: it does not ‘show' though
one can seeit. It does not teach,

sauf gue tout nous pré-existe, ou plutét, nous
insiste, n’ est-ce pas?

It doesn’t: it’s never there as such until we name it
0.

Documenti!
Papiere!

Poetes, vos papiers!
(Léo Ferre 1956)

L e document.

L e dos-cul ment.
Le d’ au-cul ment.
Le dé au cul ment.
Mais co-ment?

Butt how?

The do-cum-meant.
The doc-cue-mint.
The dock-comment.

Thisis a cardboard mousepad.
Are you happy now?

Are you happy?

Areyou?

Now?

document: a paper or set of papers with written or
printed information, especially of an official type.
(https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ug/dictionary/
english/document)

‘He' s more of an official type.’

Notes

Sébastien Conard (1982) is a graphic artist, writer and teacher. He draws,
writes and publishes comics, post-comics and artist’s books. From 2023
until 2026, he will explore the graphic trace in the context of a
postdoctoral research project at LUCA School of Arts.

the-documents.c

A document is a written, drawn, presented, or
memorialized representation of thought, often the
manifestation of non-fictional, as well asfictional,
content.

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Document)

‘ She was quite content.’

Tha back-ass lies!



rg L e dos-cul ment

7

type date filename size author
scan 06.01.2023 Conard-Mousepad2022.png 115KB Sébastien Conard
category

book, data storage, manual, sign

15:54:33



Asaresult of intense drainage of drinking water,
an area around the Belgian city of Waver was
designated as having a potential for land subsidence
— the downward movement of the soil over

an extended period of time. Peoplein Waver were
startled to find their town mentioned in an
international study published in Science. Flemish
newspaper De Sandaard uncovered that the
researchers had used an older study, published

in 2005, which claimed that the soil in Waver had
moved some five centimetersin a period of eleven
years. Pictures of fissuresin Waver-facades had
been added to the original article.

Last year, cracksin our living room wall were
covered up by placing plasterboard in front of the
plastered brick wall. As such, we avoided having to
paint the wall with the cracks and the marks left by
the IKEA Billy bookcases.

Sources

https://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/suppl/2020/12/29/371.6524.34.
DC1/abbh8549_Herrera_SM.pdf
https://www.standaard.be/cnt/dmf20210106_97889104
http://earth.esa.int/fringe2005/proceedings/papers/677_devleeschouwer.p
df
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rg Plaster

type date filename size author
photograph 11.12.2020 IMG_0280.JPG 2,6MB Arnout De Cleene
category

drought, fissure, brick, house, seismology, precipitation, book, hand

15:54:40



Where once there was twelve million cubic metres the-documents.c
of water, excavators and trucks are moving dirt and

rocks that have been hidden from sight for 56 years;

piling them up into atemporary dam: a batardeau.



rg 12M m3 [6/8] 56 years

type date filename size author
photograph 05.12.2021 IMG_0512b. jpg 6,68 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

drought, landscape, repair

15:54:45



On May 6th 2020, 14h06 and 31 seconds, the
Belgian Seismological Institute records an
earthquake with a 1,7 magnitude in the region of
Braine-Le-Compte. Three reactions from peoplein
the neighbourhood, filed by the Institute, confirm
the official seismological recordings. The Institute’s
website classifies the earthquake as a‘ quarry blast’.

Sources
http://seismol ogie.be/nl/sei smol ogi e/aardbevingen-in-belgie/fen130qj 10
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rg Quarry
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Community Internet Intensity (ClI)
type date filename size author
screenshot 16.02.2021 9980.png 45KB Arnout De Cleene
category

data storage, interference, map/plan, scale, seismology, technology

15:54:49



The road down from the top of Mount Vesuvius,

at Atrio Del Cavallo. The sun sets. The last tourist
bus has headed down. Then the headlights of

the guardian’s car swing their way down. It must be
freezing. | am holding an orange-sized piece of
petrified lava, probably stemming from the 1872 or
1944 eruption. A kilometer further down the road,
the old Observatory is empty. Nowadays, moni-
toring seismic changesis done in aresearch centre
in the city of Naples. Their seismographic regis-
trations can be followed online, in real time. Two
headlights swirling along the slopes, underneath me,
are coming upwards.

the-documents.c



rg A Seismic Change

type date filename size author
audio 15.01.2021 A seismic change.mp3 862KB Arnout De Cleene
category

automobile, data storage, dusk, seismology, Vesuvius

15:54:52



The pathsin the valley of the Bayehon are covered
with ice. We are making our way down towards the
valley of the Ghaster. The temperature is minus 15
degrees Celsius. The water in our drinking bottlesis
frozen. We are betting on the shelter indicated on
the map (Au Pied des Fagnes, Carte De
Promenades, 1:25.000, Institut Geographique
National) to pitch our tent. There is almost no wind,
but every breath of air feels like we're being hit
with a thousand needles. What the map indicates as
a shelter appears to be apicnic table.

the-documents.c



rg Shelter

filename
type date Handgeschreven_2021-02- size author
scan 14.02.2021 14_142153. jpg 2,1MB Arnout De Cleene

category
map/plan, mistake, scale, sign, wind, precipitation

15:55:30



During the one day course Safety and Avalanches,
teacher G.T. shows pictures of different
manifestations of snow and ice. If one learnsto read
them, one can deduce the wind direction when
hiking or skiing in mountainous terrain.

Wind direction is crucial for assessing the stability
of the snow. G.T.’s examples are of Austrian origin.
He speaks about * Anraum’: displaced snow can get
stacked horizontally against an object, such asatree
or across. The snow ‘grows and builds into the
wind’ . Counter-intuitively, the snow pointsto the
side the wind is coming from. One can expect
dangerous terrain in the direction of the ‘unbuilt’
side of the object.

the-documents.c



filename
type date 810px- size
photograph 14.02.2021 Raureif_im_Bayerischen_Wald.JPG 262KB Arnout De Cleene

category
manual, mistake, precipitation, tree, wind, sign

15:56:02




Between the rhinos and the kangaroosin the
Antwerp Zoo awooden footpath curves through a
grove of Sequoiadendron Giganteum trees. In the
middle of this Californian forest, visitors find the
giant slice of afelled tree of the same species. It
was brought to the zoo in 1962 and was approxi-
mately 650 years old at the time. Eleven labels point
out significant moments in history on the tree’s
growth rings. They range from zoo- and zool ogy-
related moments (for instance: ‘ 1901: The Okapi is
described as a species, or * 1843: Foundation of the
RZSA and opening of the Zoo’, or ‘ 1859: Darwin
publishes The Origin of Species, etc.), to cultura
and historical milestones (‘ 1555: Plantijn starts
publishing books in Antwerp’, or *1640: Rubens
(baroque painter) dies’, or *1492: Columbus in
America’). Another label pointsto the last growth
ring and reads: ‘ 1962: thistree isfelled and this
treediscisinstalled at the Zoo.’

The label pointing to the centre of the tree implies
asimultaneity between the tre€’ sfirst growth year
and the Battle of the Golden Spursin 1302.

Notes

On closer inspection the slice seems to consist of two halves that were
put together like ajigsaw puzzle. The resulting gap is skilfully patched
with what appears to be wood from the same species — possibly even the
same mammoth tree.
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rg Mammoth Tree and the Golden Spurs

type date filename size author
photograph 15.05.2021 IMG_6958.HEIC 1,9MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, book, botany, card, tree

15:56:50



(* Sice of more than three metersin diameter, sawn
from a Mammoth-tree, given by Californiato

the botanical garden of New York, and presented
there’)

Thiery describes the ‘ patriarchs’ of the plant world.
This dlice of a Sequoia, which fell in 1917 in

Y osemite National Park, is 1694 years old. A
woman of the New Y ork Botanical Institue, where
the dlice of the patriarch is presented, counted the
rings. If onewould look at the picture with a
magnifying glass, Thiery writes in afootnote,

the reader (with good eyes and a fair amount of
knowledge of the English language) would be able
to read the labels indicating the important global
events the tree witnessed. They are transcribed and
trandlated by the author. The end of the Roman
occupation of Great Britain. Columbus arriving in
America. The Declaration of Independence. Thisis
alie: thetext isillegible, even when using
amagnifier.

In the photograph, the dlice, as on view in the New
York Botanical Institute, is presented upright. To
prevent it from rolling away, two small triangular
slices of wood were posited at the left and right side
of the dice. The type of wood of these dlices,

nor the age of the patriarch from which they stem,
are known.

Sources

Thiery, M. Het woud. Een proeve van plantenaardrijkskunde. Gent: De
Garve, s.d., p. 59.
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rg Magnifier

type date filename size author
scan 04.01.2021 Document_2021-01-04_114324_jpg 3,1MB Arnout De Cleene
category

book, botany, card, tree, scale, sign, mistake

15:58:12



