


the-documents.org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Ulcer,
Dobermans, Pauli, Starry sky, long exposure, Sandersleben
(Saxony-Anhalt), 14 April 2023, St. Mary’s Church, Sandersleben
(Saxony-Anhalt), 2020, Red Skirt Popular on the Street, A Single
Spark, A String of Pearls, Temporary Photograph, 2017,
Collaborators (portraits), 2023, Selling Public Domain, 2021, A
Transparent Forest, Crash (1), Pauli, The Face of a Chair, This
site has been seized

21.03.2026



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information
upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.’ (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality –
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses
into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo­
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In 
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be
one, presumably because it would then be framed – or
reframed – as an example, specimen, or instance’.
The gathered files are all documents – if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into
an ‘antelope’.

Paper Knowledge,

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.
It documented your path through the website.
As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this – a new document.

This document was compiled by ____ on 21.03.2026 16:52,
printed on ____ and contains 16 documents on 37 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/21-03-2026-6778/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes

De Cleene De Cleene is Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene.
Together they form a research group that focusses on novel ways of
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from a cultural and critical
perspective.
www.decleenedecleene.be / info@decleenedecleene.be

•

This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects,
financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.

•

Sources

Briet, S. Qu’est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951. •
Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.

•

Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.•



the-documents.orgIn Zaffelare, young men who were called for
military service but could not be missed at home
were advised by the local doctor to swallow a small
ball of aluminium foil an hour before the
examination. In the X-ray, a gastric ulcer appeared.
They were rejected for service. It is uncertain
whether the increased incidence of gastric ulcers
among young men in Zaffelare was a cause for
concern.



the-documents.org Ulcer

type
scan

date
26.02.2026

filename
20240402-SC17.tif

size
43,47 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
conflict, government, medicine, rural area

16:50:16



Sources

Tomb Raider II. The Complete Guide to the Dagger of Xian.
Downloaded from http://www.the-spoiler.com on 4 August, 1999, at
15:03.

•

the-documents.org‘Exit at the dock and kill some rats. Go around the
building to the left, killing the guard and his rats
before flipping the switch. Another guard arrives
kill him too, taking the medkits from both your
victims. Enter the now open front door and kill the
guard on the balcony and his friend who appears on
the ground floor. Grab the shells from your second
kill then shoot out the window and kill the
Dobermans who jump through when you get too
close.’



the-documents.org Dobermans

type
scan

date
14.12.2025

filename
walkthrough.jpg

size
1,9MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
animal, encounter, leakage, manual, precipitation

16:50:20



Notes

the-documents.org HQ1
The reason for the leaks is said to be the use of screws that cause an
electrolytic reaction.

2

Shortly after documenting the above, the roof came down. The buckets
only partly catched the plaster.

3

the-documents.orgAt the office,  a gray and a green bucket are
meticulously positioned on the floor to catch the
water dripping from the ceiling.  It has been a very
wet few months.

1

2

Perpendicularly above the green bucket is the
office’s smoke detector, which, when it rains, could
be mistaken for a sprinkler. The gray bucket is
positioned perpendicularly beneath the electric line
leading to the smoke detector. The lamp doesn’t
leak.

The nineteenth-century building was designed by
the renowned architect Adolphe Pauli.  The offices
of my former employer were also housed in a Pauli
building. Over there, it was a mop that was used to
evacuate water from the recurrently flooded ground
floor hallway.

3



the-documents.org Pauli

type
photograph

date
06.08.2025

filename
IMG_5104.HEIC; IMG_5106.HEIC

size
2,6MB; 2,6MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
architecture, fissure, precipitation, roofing, trompe l'oeil, leakage

16:50:26



the-documents.org



the-documents.org Pauli

16:50:26



Notes

From S. Anders Leben. Eine Handlung in Gesprächen/S. Anders Leben –
Living Differently: An Act in Conversations

•

Stephanie Kiwitt (1972) is an artist based in Halle (Saale), Germany.
Utilizing a large number of images, various perspectives and also textual
elements, she is known for her insightful photography that explores
spaces emblematic of contemporary phenomena. Over the past three
years, she has focused on evolving habitats in rural areas, photographing
traces of transformation and conducting interviews in Saxony-Anhalt, the
region she moved to in 2020. From 2018 to 2020, Kiwitt was a guest
lecturer at the LUCA School of Arts in Brussels.

•

In spring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.

•

the-documents.orgA constant, dependable presence. With the camera
focused on the North Star for an extended period,
the rotation of the Earth becomes visible. Nearby, in
the municipality of Wiederstedt, the geologist, poet
and philosopher Friedrich von Hardenberg (better
known by his pen name Novalis) spent his
childhood years between 1772 and 1784. A quote of
his is engraved on a stone bench in the park
surrounding the chateau where he was raised: “The
human being does not speak alone – the universe
also speaks – everything speaks – infinite
languages.” 



the-documents.org Starry sky, long exposure, Sandersleben (Saxony-Anhalt), 14
April 2023

type
photograph

date
14.06.2024

filename
Bild 003_mk.jpg

size
73 MB

author
Stephanie Kiwitt

category
astronomy, literature, Trigger

16:50:34



Notes

Sequence of images from Flächenland/Sprawling Region•
Stephanie Kiwitt (1972) is an artist based in Halle (Saale), Germany.
Utilizing a large number of images, various perspectives and also textual
elements, she is known for her insightful photography that explores
spaces emblematic of contemporary phenomena. Over the past three
years, she has focused on evolving habitats in rural areas, photographing
traces of transformation and conducting interviews in Saxony-Anhalt, the
region she moved to in 2020. From 2018 to 2020, Kiwitt was a guest
lecturer at the LUCA School of Arts in Brussels.

•

In spring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.

• Sources

Jonathan Everts, ‘A Long Farewell to the Present’, Flächenland
(2020–22), Stephanie Kiwitt, Spector Books, Leipzig, 2023

1

the-documents.org“… the late-Gothic St Mary’s Church in
Sandersleben … was consecrated in 1519, just two
years after Martin Luther published his Ninety-five
Theses. After extensive renovation, part of it is still
home to Sandersleben’s Protestant community. The
building spans the historical period encountered
throughout this region, the various stages of which
continue to resonate today. Parts of the church
predate the Reformation and the Peasants’ War; its
tower, for instance, was initially a city tower before
its subsequent role as a watchtower. The
contemporary folding glass barrier inside the church
is a nod to the future. Since 2013, this feature has
enabled the church to host secular events, as it
separates the choir from the nave. The significance
of a structure or place is derived from its function.
If it ceases to serve a purpose or meet a need, it
loses its societal relevance. This lack of societal
meaning becomes evident in its dilapidation and,
ultimately, in its decay, removal or demolition.
Lesser-known structures that haven’t been
captured in photographs or documented can thus
vanish completely, leaving no archaeological
footprint, especially when replaced by new
constructions. They leave no vestiges behind, not
even a trace, which is usually an indicator of the
presence of nothingness …”1



the-documents.org St. Mary’s Church, Sandersleben (Saxony-Anhalt), 2020

type
photograph

date
12.06.2024

filename
_MG_7230-1.jpg, _MG_7229-1.jpeg,
_MG_7220-1.jpg

size
35 MB, 34 MB,
33 MB

author
Stephanie Kiwitt

category
archaeology, architecture, Trigger

16:50:37



Notes

Ho Rui An is an artist and writer working in the intersections of
contemporary art, cinema, performance and theory. Through lectures,
essays and films, his research examines the relations between labour,
technology and capital across different systems of governance in a global
age.

•

In spring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.

•

the-documents.orgSet in the fictitious Shanghai-based Dafeng Cotton
Mill, Red Skirt Popular on the Street (1984) follows
the story of an enterprising model worker as she
navigates the challenges of young adult life, from
workplace conflicts to choosing what clothes to
wear on her days off. In the reflection of the
emerging consumer consciousness of the Reform
era, many of the film’s key moments happen not on
the factory floor, but in the changing room where
the workers seek to express themselves through
their choice of dress. To this end, the film can be
regarded as a document of the fashion trends being
introduced into the country at the time, as best
observed in the spellbinding array of colours on
display as the workers leave the factory at the end
of a day’s work.

The textile mill used as the setting for Dafeng
Cotton Mill is Shanghai No. 1 Cotton Mill.
Originally occupied by the no. 13 and 14 mills of
the Japanese-owned Naigaiwata Company, the mill
was formally established as the China Textile
Construction Company Shanghai No. 1 Cotton Mill
after the Second World War. It was located at the T-
shaped intersection on Changshou Road, with the
gate facing Jiaozhou Road. At that time, the area on
the north side of Changshou Road extending from
No. 1 Cotton Mill formed a continuous industrial
zone encompassing many other factories and
warehouses, all of which have since been converted
into the private residences and creative parks.



the-documents.org Red Skirt Popular on the Street

type
collage

date
05.06.2024

filename
redskirt.jpg

size
4,89 MB

author
Ho Rui An

category
architecture, conflict, economy, factory, fashion, Trigger

16:50:48



Notes

Ho Rui An is an artist and writer working in the intersections of
contemporary art, cinema, performance and theory. Through lectures,
essays and films, his research examines the relations between labour,
technology and capital across different systems of governance in a global
age.

•

In spring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.

•

the-documents.orgGu Eryi’s Shanghainese opera film A Single Spark
(1959) dramatises a violent confrontation between
indentured labourers and their managers at the
Japanese-owned Naigaiwata Company No. 7 Cotton
Mill in 1925. The film’s protagonist is Yang
Guiying, a peasant who moves to Shanghai to join
her daughter only to find her at her last breath on
the factory floor after being brutally beaten by her
supervisor. The incident sparks protests among the
workers at the factory, eventually resulting in one of
them, Gu Zhenghong, being killed by a gunshot
fired by a guard in the heat of the moment. This
further escalates the unrest to a citywide scale,
catalysing the May Thirtieth Movement.

The scenes of workers striking were filmed at
Shenxin No. 9 Cotton Mill, also the location for
another worker-themed film, United Until
Tomorrow (1951). Those of Yang Guiying taking to
the streets in support of anti-imperialism and
patriotism were filmed at the Bund and the area
surrounding Waibaidu Bridge. As for Naigaiwata
Company No. 7 Cotton Mill where the events
depicted in the film actually took place, the
enterprise was merged with No. 5 and No. 8 Cotton
Mills after the war and nationalised as Shanghai No.
2 Cotton Mill. Today, the site once occupied by the
mill is a residential area where a statue of martyr Gu
Zhenghong, first erected in 1959, stands before a
memorial hall that was established in 2008.



the-documents.org A Single Spark

type
collage

date
05.06.2024

filename
asinglespark.jpg

size
1,20 MB

author
Ho Rui An

category
architecture, conflict, economy, factory, family, Trigger

16:51:24



Notes

Ho Rui An is an artist and writer working in the intersections of
contemporary art, cinema, performance and theory. Through lectures,
essays and films, his research examines the relations between labour,
technology and capital across different systems of governance in a global
age.

•

In spring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.

•

the-documents.orgA classic of Republican-era cinema, the 1926 silent
film A String of Pearls follows the trials and
tribulations of a middle-class Shanghai couple after
a pearl necklace borrowed by the husband to please
his materialistic wife is stolen. In order to pay for a
replacement, the protagonist resorts to embezzling
public funds and consequently ends up in prison.
After working as a weaver during his sentence, he
becomes a worker at Zhenhua Cotton Mill
following his release. In an obvious homage to the
Lumières’ seminal film, a scene in the film shows
workers, including children, entering the factory to
begin a day’s work.

Even though the precise location of the factory gate
in the film cannot be determined, it happens that the
first enterprise that attracted the investment of Rong
Ruixin—a relative of cotton magnates Rong
Zongjing and Rong Desheng—was called Zhenhua
Cotton Mill. Established in 1905, Zhenhua Cotton
Mill was not fully mechanised, which would
correspond with the appearance of a hand-operated
loom in the film. Today, a residential community
sits on the original site of the cotton mill.



the-documents.org A String of Pearls

type
collage

date
05.06.2024

filename
astringofpearls.jpg

size
2,59 MB

author
Ho Rui An

category
architecture, economy, factory, hand, Trigger

16:51:24


