


the-documents.org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Residu,
Subtractive Writing, Seacat, Neptune in opposition [20/20] – A
constellation, Neptune in opposition [12/20] – Culmination, Flint,
Beyond the Sky’s Limits, Neptune in opposition [11/20] – Alpine,
An Unfired Mortar, Firing tool, Pipe, This site has been seized,
Zebras, Populus, The Face of a Chair, Room 3, Crash (1), Pauli,
May 7th, 1992, St. Mary’s Church, Sandersleben (Saxony-
Anhalt), 2020

20.11.2025



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information
upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.’ (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality –
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses
into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo­
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In 
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be
one, presumably because it would then be framed – or
reframed – as an example, specimen, or instance’.
The gathered files are all documents – if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into
an ‘antelope’.

Paper Knowledge,

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.
It documented your path through the website.
As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this – a new document.

This document was compiled by ____ on 21.11.2025 03:59,
printed on ____ and contains 20 documents on 44 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/20-11-2025-6687/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes

De Cleene De Cleene is Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene.
Together they form a research group that focusses on novel ways of
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from a cultural and critical
perspective.
www.decleenedecleene.be / info@decleenedecleene.be
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financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.
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the-documents.orgThe last couple of days have been dry. Rain is
expected for the weekend. The office buckets are in
place and are empty, except for some residue. Dirt,
sand, a few hairs. Some particles must have come
along with the drops when they made their way
through the roof.



the-documents.org Residu

type
photograph

date
07.08.2025

filename
IMG_5108.HEIC

size
3,3MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
architecture, collecting, data storage, precipitation, leakage

21:58:04



Sources

Ariosto, L. Orlando Furioso. Translated by William Stewart Rose, Echo
Library, 2006, p. 267.

1

the-documents.orgIn an attempt to make it his own, Gino – it might
also be Dino – has taken a can of bright pink spray
paint to his hard hat and – as the paint was drying –
dragged his gloved finger from top to bottom. G –
or D –, I, N, O. In the dust on a demolished floor
tile, someone has written 12,10. Perhaps a
measurement, a quantity, a position, a date, a
reference. 

Subtractive writing is not uncommon. With the tip
of a passer-by’s index finger ‘WASH ME’ is
subtracted from the dust on a dirty car. In freshly
poured concrete, a name is embedded forever with a
twig. In hot and soft roofing drawings and
obscenities are scratched. Styrofoam lining a brand
new elevator gets impressed with names, jokes and
knuckles. 

In the twenty-third canto of Ariosto’s Orlando
Furioso (1516), Orlando comes across the name of
his love and another man, carved in the bark of a
tree. He doubts. But that night, a gossiping shepherd
tells him he’s seen Angelica and Medoro together.
Orlando returns to the forest, and in a four-day
frenzy, he uproots every tree and pollutes the rivers
forever.

CXXXI
For he turf, stone, and trunk, and shoot, and lop,  
Cast without cease into the beauteous source;  
Till, turbid from the bottom to the top, 
Never again was clear the troubled course. 
At length, for lack of breath, compelled to stop,  
(When he is bathed in sweat, and wasted force,  
Serves not his fury more) he falls, and lies  
Upon the mead, and, gazing upward, sighs.1



the-documents.org Subtractive Writing
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1,70 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
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Notes

Following every holiday, when we got home, the garden and our house
would be photographed with the remaining exposures on the roll of film
in the camera.

1

the-documents.orgComing back from holidays, we were waiting for
the ferry to take us from Ramsgate to Ostend. We
were well on time. As the ship entered the harbour,
I asked my parents if I could take a photograph. It’s
the first photograph I recall taking. I remember my
dad telling me to wait long enough for the ship to
get closer. I didn’t. I only got one try.1

It took a while before the film was developed. I
couldn’t stop imagining what the photograph would
look like: some picturesque waves in the
foreground, the shining white ship, the red and blue
text on the side, and a cloud filled sky.



the-documents.org Seacat

type
scan
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10.11.2022

filename
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size
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author
Michiel De Cleene

category
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Sources

Excerpt from Towards Civil Dusk (De Cleene De Cleene, 2020)•
Neptune in opposition [1-20] is part of ‘Documenting Objects’, a
research project by Arnout De Cleene and Michiel De Cleene at KASK
& Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT and Howest. Their
research is financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund. Previous
research into this subject has amongst other things led to the
documentary film Towards Civil Dusk and temporary public
observatories at 019, Gent and Kunsthal Extra City, Antwerp.

•

Thanks to:
Angelo Van Daele
Arthur Haegeman
Chris De Pauw
Emi Kodama
Frédéric Thill 
Gentil Van de Vijver
Guy Wauters
Hannah De Cleene
Jan Scheers
Jonas Temmerman
John Sussenbach
Kunsthal Extra City
Philippe Molet
019
Astropolis (Oostende)
Cercle Astronomique Mosan (Herbuchenne)
Koninklijk Observatorium Ukkel
Observatoire Astronomique Antoine Thomas S.J. (Namur)
Observatoire Astronomique Centre Ardenne (Grapfontaine)
Publieke Sterrenwacht van de Westkust (Koksijde)
Volkssterrenwacht Armand Pien (Gent)
Volkssterrenwacht AstroLAB IRIS (Zillebeke)
Volkssterrenwacht Beisbroek (Brugge)
Volkssterrenwacht Mira (Grimbergen)
Volkssterrenwacht Urania (Hove)

•

the-documents.orgAs we point the telescope to the sky – cloudy, and
filled with chaotic bursts of rain – the dispersion of
the city lights accentuates the swirling, frantic
raindrops. The roof we are standing on is uneven. A
puddle forms underneath the apparatus, around the
right leg of the tripod and our feet. The sound of a
car on a wet street, below. A kitchen light is flicked
on. Temperature is low for a mid-September night,
and getting lower by the minute. It seems
impossible to tell the depth of field we are
documenting, and at what distance from our
position these fleeting constellations occur.



the-documents.org Neptune in opposition [20/20] – A constellation
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video
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size
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De Cleene De Cleene

category
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the-documents.orgThe orthopaedic surgeon left early that morning for
his shift at the hospital some twenty kilometres
away. It must have been around the time Neptune
was at its highest, invisible in the morning sky. 

When he got back later that day, we attached a tow
cable to the front of my car and the back of his.



the-documents.org Neptune in opposition [12/20] – Culmination
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