


the-documents.org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along A DONNER,
Garage Paul > Garage Robert (collection of 2023), Gatun Locks,
Backpack, 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid Snowmelt, It’s Pouring,
Consolations, Thunder Afar, Neptune in opposition [7/20] –
Leather, Dome, Neptune in opposition [9/20] – Rooftops, a
windmill and power lines, Neptune in opposition [7/20] – Leather,
Bent Concrete, LIGO, Mirror, Iguanodon

20.05.2024



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information
upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.’ (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality –
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses
into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo­
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In 
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be
one, presumably because it would then be framed – or
reframed – as an example, specimen, or instance’.
The gathered files are all documents – if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into
an ‘antelope’.

Paper Knowledge,

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.
It documented your path through the website.
As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this – a new document.

This document was compiled by ____ on 20.05.2024 22:42,
printed on ____ and contains 16 documents on 34 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/20-05-2024-6063/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes

De Cleene De Cleene is Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene.
Together they form a research group that focusses on novel ways of
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from a cultural and critical
perspective.
www.decleenedecleene.be / info@decleenedecleene.be

•

This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects,
financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.

•

Sources

Briet, S. Qu’est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951. •
Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.

•

Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.•



Sources

hotel_monnaies_nl.pdf•

the-documents.orgA snow-covered stainless steel and glass shelf has a
note, written in red marker, cello-taped to one of the
steel supports: ‘A DONNER’.

Now a park, the Place Marie Janson – colloquially
called Carré Moscou or Carré Monnaies – used to
house L’Hôtel des Monnaies/het Munthof. For a
century, the coins of some twenty-two countries
were minted in this building.



the-documents.org A DONNER

type
photograph

date
03.04.2024

filename
_44A8275.dng

size
52,46 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
card, decoration, dusk, precipitation, sign, waste

15:35:59



Notes

Bieke Criel, lives and works in Gent (BE). Intrigued by landscape,
movement, light and the poetics of what lies in between. Does not own a
car, loves to drive one. Part of 019.

•

the-documents.orgA year ago I moved into Solange’s appartement.
From the balcony, I see half the parking lot and the
adjacent high rise. On the mailbox, I haven’t
replaced her name for mine. 

1. GARAGE PAUL, (+32) 0489. 764 540 / recto-
verso NL/FR
2. CASH 24, (+32) 0466 15 32 16 / recto-verso
NL/FR
3. GARAGE NADIM (+32) 0470 606 474 / recto-
verso NL (1)
4. GARAGE NADIM (+32) 0470 606 474 / recto-
verso FR (2)
5. GARAGE GABRIEL (+32) 0489 76 45 40 /
recto-verso NL (1)
6. GARAGE GABRIEL (+32) 0489 76 45 40 /
recto-verso FR (2)
7. MAGNUM’s (+32) 0492 92 70 70 / recto-verso
FR
8. GARAGE ROBERT (+32) 0492 92 70 70 / recto-
verso FR (1) 
9. GARAGE ROBERT (+32) 0492 92 70 70 / recto-
verso FR (2)

I don’t know whether Solange owned a car.



the-documents.org Garage Paul > Garage Robert (collection of 2023)

type
scan

date
17.01.2024

filename
biekecriel_scan_6MB_jpeg_Doc.1_.jp
g

size
6 MB

author
Bieke Criel

category
archive, automobile, card, collecting

15:36:02



Notes

First published in: De Cleene, M. Reference Guide. Amsterdam: Roma
Publications, 2019

Sources

Webcam Gatun Locks, Panama Canal, http://www.pancanal.com

the-documents.orgOn March 23th 2015, a high pressure system above
Panama Bay blew strong winds landwards. At the
Gatun locks, one of the webcams overlooking the
Canal neglected the traffic and briefly captured its
own images. The ship’s presumed passage through
the Gatun locks wasn’t recorded by this camera and
the AIS-transponder did not save any data of the
ship’s transit from the Pacific to the Atlantic side of
the canal: the Authenticity managed to swap oceans
undetected.

On February 16th 2016, the transponder still signals
the ship near the port of Bahia Las Minas. The
current is calm, the ship has been practically
immobile for a year.



the-documents.org Gatun Locks

type
video

date
10.05.2021

filename
gatun-cam3.mp4

size
53,16MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
animal, data storage, economy, encyclopaedia, interference, landscape, precipitation, Reference Guide, sea, technology

15:36:17



Sources

Lerner, B., Kluge, A. The Snows of Venice. Leipzig: Spector Books,
2018, p. 53

1

Ibid.2

the-documents.org_44A6588.dng
At 13:26:43 I took a photograph of a concrete
building without windows in an industrial zone just
south of Brussels.

_44A6590.dng
At 16:46:15 I photographed a succession of office
buildings in the same industrial zone. 

_44A6589.dng 
I must have walked about 1 kilometer between the
concrete building without windows and the section
of the industrial zone with the offices. At 13:43:49,
the camera, safely stored in my backpack, recorded
0.4 seconds of the 20 minutes it took me to get
there. 

In The Snows of Venice, Alexander Kluge wonders
whether he can take the liberty to conjure up what
the sky looked like on 31 December 1799, as
Schiller made his way to Goethe’s house. He goes
on by saying that, historically, there’s a ‘LACK OF
SENSORY ATTENTION AT CRUCIAL
MOMENTS’.  There are exceptions, though, like
the cameraman that was sent out to document the
fireworks on New Year’s Day 2000. The camera
was turned on prematurely. The batteries were used
up by midnight, but ‘certain gray tones, however,
filtered through the cracks of its protective case,
conveyed the motion of the walking cameraman, the
transportation. The incompletely shut, low-
information container was documented exactly […]
To this day it provides inexact testimony as to the
qualities of the leather of a twenty-first century
carrying case and the precise sensitivity to light and
dark demonstrated by a twenty-first century
recording medium.’

1

2



the-documents.org Backpack

type
photograph

date
15.02.2022

filename
_44A6589.dng

size
37,87 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
architecture, data storage, mistake, packaging, technology

15:36:36



the-documents.orgDecember, 1947. Rapid snowmelt coincides with
torrential precipitation. At the bottom of the Thur
valley, in Wildenstein, the water gathers.



the-documents.org 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid Snowmelt

type
photograph

date
29.11.2021

filename
IMG_0504b.jpg

size
8,68 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
landscape, precipitation

15:36:50



Notes

In 2000, 2006 and 2017 the twenty-sixth of December was a Tuesday.
(Earlier years are improbable, since the Euro was not introduced yet.)

Sources

Claus, H. De Metsiers. Amsterdam: Uitgeverij De Bezige Bij, 1978.

the-documents.orgIn his debut novel ‘De Metsiers’ Hugo Claus
employs a multiple narrative perspective. In the
copy I picked up in a thrift store, there’s a
bookmarker between pages 44 and 45 where the
perspective shifts from Ana to Jim Braddok. It’s
pouring. The pink piece of paper lists 9 sessions at a
driving school. There’s a total of 20 hours, taught
alternately by Johan and Guy.



the-documents.org It’s Pouring

type
scan

date
09.06.2021

filename
metsiers.jpg

size
11,61 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
automobile, book, card, literature, precipitation

15:37:04



Notes

David Depestel hesitates in trying to make something of himself; a
character, a profession, a fixed mode of being, are for him concepts that
already shadow forth the outlines of the skeleton, which is all that will be
left of him in the end.

•

the-documents.orgIn the philosophy aisle of the largest used and
remaindered book shop in the city — which is a
regular stop on my lunchbreak walks to escape the
dreariness of my office job — that particular day a
set of books caught my eye. They were four copies
of the same edition of a title I had never had any
inclination to read. It was the near-uniformity of the
four books that made them stand out. Upon closer
inspection, there were two more copies of two other
editions of the book on the shelf.

It was immediately apparent to me that only three
minor moves were required to bring the six copies
together on the shelf, and to arrange the four copies
of the same edition so that the level of sun fading of
their spines would make their lettering form a white
to dark pink gradient. I could think of no shade of
the letters that would tastefully match the very light
blue of the rest of the spine, which had remained
relatively uniform across the four copies.

After having moved the books, I took a photograph
of them with the camera in my smartphone.

It occurred to me only afterwards that while
handling the books I had not leafed through them.

Some days later, going through my photo folder, I
came across the picture I had taken to document my
somewhat neurotic but oddly satisfying action and
noticed that the camera had been in square mode
and that the photo was blurry. I have not yet gone
back to take a better picture.



the-documents.org Consolations

type
image

date
14.10.2022

filename
Comfort 1.HEIC

size
777 KB

author
David Depestel

category
book, interference, literature, mistake, replica/copy, technology

15:37:50



the-documents.orgIt’s 21:49 on Tuesday May 4th 2021. I’m sifting
through the folders of a back-up drive. When I
reach Archief2A/2017/wigny donder, the subfolder
contains 103 items (97 DNG-files, 1 JPEG-file and
5 PSD-files). The photographs are all very similar.
They show the silhouette of the same tree and hills,
the red light of the telecommunications mast on the
left and the orange glow of the street’s sodium
lights. The thunderstorm moves from right to left.
_44A3920 is the only exposure (10 seconds) that
recorded lightning bolts.

I looked up heat lightning, also known as silent
lightning, summer lightning, or dry lightning, which
is simply cloud-to-ground lightning that occurs very
far away, with thunder that dissipates before it
reaches the observer. On YouTube I watched: Top
10 Dangerous Lightning Strikes Thunder recorded
on Camera (HIGH VOLTAGE!!) followed by
Lightning Strikes at the 2019 U.S. Women’s Open.
It’s 22:07, I am doubtful at first but become
convinced I can hear thunder afar.



the-documents.org Thunder Afar

type
photograph

date
04.05.2021

filename
_44A3920.psd

size
449,09MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
archive, astronomy, data storage, landscape, precipitation, technology

15:40:02



the-documents.orgA seminar on spectroscopy: how, by splitting light
into different, separate rays, it becomes possible to
deduct the chemical composition of stars and
planets far beyond our reach, as those elements
have an effect on the light that reaches the
spectroscope. Beautiful graphs presenting colour in
schemes of black and white. From the moment the
course gets into the physics of light, my mind
wanders off. What approaches the observer turns
blue, what elongates itself becomes red. The
teacher’s leather shoes squeak as he goes back and
forth between his self-made spectroscope and the
desk. Redshift. Blueshift.

We meet him a couple of weeks later on the rooftop
of a university building. He opens one of the half-
domes. The sound of the mechanics is as obtuse as
the shape it alters. A command on the computer
based on coordinates: above our heads, the
telescope slews slowly, only to halt at an apparently
indistinct black region. From within the dome, we
send ourselves an email with the photographs that
we took of Neptune. 

University classes will start in a couple of weeks.
The city air is crisp. The roundabout below is
strangely calm. On the horizon, the canopy of a
southern forest delineates the sodium-lit sky. 



the-documents.org Neptune in opposition [7/20] – Leather

type
photograph

date
22.09.2022

filename
_44A5904.dng

size
57,76 MB

author
De Cleene De Cleene

category
architecture, astronomy, data storage, dusk, encounter, landscape, Neptune, physics, roofing, technology

15:40:16



Notes

I (M.D.C.) remember there was a fire nearby. We couldn’t see
the flames, but a tall dark plume of smoke rose above the trees lining the
site. We didn’t insist any longer and ceased our attempt to access the
roof, hoping we might find a good spot to film the smoke with a dome in
the foreground.

Sources

Kesteloot, J. Leerboek van Cosmografie voor Middelbaar en Lager
Normaal Onderwijs (derde vermeerderde uitgave). Brugge: Firma Karel
Beyaert, 1948.

the-documents.orgA visit to the Royal Observatory of Belgium, in
Ukkel. Most of the domes are damaged and need
repairing. Only a few telescopes are in use. It is
difficult to find a good spot from which to film
the site. When we asked the people at the Royal
Meteorological Institute – the Observatory’s
neighbouring institution – if we could access their
building’s roof to film the observatory, the answer
was ‘no’.



the-documents.org Dome

type
scan

date
15.05.2021

filename
Foto_2021-05-18_205934.jpg

size
2,1MB

author
De Cleene De Cleene

category
architecture, astronomy

15:40:24



Sources

Kluge, A. (dir.) Die Patriotin. München: Kairos Film, 1979.
https://youtu.be/ZRuQ3SUgSSk?t=449

1

Kluge, A. Die Patriotin. Texte/Bilder 1-6. Frankfurt am Main:
Zweitausendeins, 1979, 60-64.
https://monoskop.org/images/4/49/Kluge_Alexander_Die_Patriotin.pdf

2

Lerner, B. & Kluge, A. The Snows of Venice. The Lerner-Kluge-
container. Leipzig: Spector Books, 2018, 66.

3

Excerpt from Towards Civil Dusk (De Cleene De Cleene, 2020)•

the-documents.orgA scene in German author and director Alexander
Kluge’s Die Patriotin: a half-dome opens; the
protagonist, Gabi Teichert, stares into the telescope.
A montage follows: the waxing crescent moon
coming into focus; a night vision of a cityscape with
industrial elements; archival footage of a cityscape
with skyscrapers during daytime; a giant fire; a
woman giving birth aided by a midwife; raindrops
falling into a puddle of water; a time-lapse video of
a city at sundown; a ship floating by with, in the
background, on the shore, windmills; images of
tanks rolling by; close-ups of a purple-lit face of
someone looking into the camera; archival footage
of an air raid.1, 2

In a conversation with Ben Lerner, Kluge sees
himself as someone ‘creating constellations’: ‘We
deal with moving bodies. “Moving reality.” […]
And this is something that you cannot present in a
linear way, but in the form of constellations.
“Constellation” refers to cosmic matter and
gravitation. There are suns, moons, planets. There
are also the dust particles, tiny particles that orbit
around the sun for centuries according to physical
laws. And there’s no hinge, no screw that connects
them. Invisible connections.’3



the-documents.org Neptune in opposition [9/20] – Rooftops, a windmill and
power lines

type
video

date
23.09.2022

filename
2020-09-23-0837_1-CapObj.mp4

size
10,76 MB

author
De Cleene De Cleene

category
architecture, astronomy, house, landscape, Neptune, wind

15:40:36



the-documents.orgA seminar on spectroscopy: how, by splitting light
into different, separate rays, it becomes possible to
deduct the chemical composition of stars and
planets far beyond our reach, as those elements
have an effect on the light that reaches the
spectroscope. Beautiful graphs presenting colour in
schemes of black and white. From the moment the
course gets into the physics of light, my mind
wanders off. What approaches the observer turns
blue, what elongates itself becomes red. The
teacher’s leather shoes squeak as he goes back and
forth between his self-made spectroscope and the
desk. Redshift. Blueshift.

We meet him a couple of weeks later on the rooftop
of a university building. He opens one of the half-
domes. The sound of the mechanics is as obtuse as
the shape it alters. A command on the computer
based on coordinates: above our heads, the
telescope slews slowly, only to halt at an apparently
indistinct black region. From within the dome, we
send ourselves an email with the photographs that
we took of Neptune. 

University classes will start in a couple of weeks.
The city air is crisp. The roundabout below is
strangely calm. On the horizon, the canopy of a
southern forest delineates the sodium-lit sky. 



the-documents.org Neptune in opposition [7/20] – Leather

type
photograph

date
22.09.2022

filename
_44A5904.dng

size
57,76 MB

author
De Cleene De Cleene

category
architecture, astronomy, data storage, dusk, encounter, landscape, Neptune, physics, roofing, technology

15:41:26



Sources

Weizman, E. ‘Introduction’, in: Forensic Architecture. Forensis. The
Architecture of Public Truth. London/Berlin: Sternberg Press, 2014.

1

the-documents.orgA block of concrete. Fissures are showing and rebar
is sticking out from all sides. If it were still straight,
the block would measure approximately 130 x 15 x
40cm.

It is lying by the side of the road, a few hundred
meters from a construction site. It appears to be
shaped by impact. Maybe the block plummeted to
the ground from a great height. Perhaps, something
heavy hit it. For all one knows, it served as a
column and was exposed to an unforeseen amount
of pressure, causing it to buckle.

According to Eyal Weizman ‘[a]rchitecture emerges
as a documentary form, not because photographs of
it circulate in the public domain but rather because
it performs variations on the following three things:
it registers the effect of force fields, it contains or
stores these forces in material deformations, and,
with the help of other mediating technologies and
the forum, it transmits this information further.’1



the-documents.org Bent Concrete

type
photograph

date
02.06.2021

filename
_44A7339.dng

size
42,54MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
archaeology, architecture, crash, impact, mistake, sand

15:41:33


