


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Tracking,
CLOSED NO POWER. For prescriptions go to Walgreens 2690
Mission OPEN UNTIL 5 PM., 12:13, Flashlight in adark corner
of the Oval Room, The Saddle of a Sparta K-10, Rue Verte,
Brussels, K10 in Folder Sparta Bikes 2011, Two Sparta K-10s,
Owned by Fred and Partner, Pretending to be an artichoke, The
Imaginary Edge of the Roadway, Weight Bench, The Birds, Tipp-
Ex, F 6, Strings, Launching a Website, Mushroom Picking
Prohibited, Mammoth Tree and the Golden Spurs, The
Authenticity in the woods of the Bosque Protector de Arraijan
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 20.04.2023 15:36,
printed on and contains 17 documents on 37 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/20-04-2023-5310/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes Sources

* DeCleene De Cleeneis Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene. * Briet, S. Qu'est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951.
Together they form aresearch group that focusses on novel ways of » Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from acultural and critical Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.
perspective. *  Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.
www.decleenedecl eene.be / info@decl eenedecl eene.be

e This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish /e covere | HO
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT ((\e Flanders Sowen vomu| GENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects, State of the Art swwonn| - howest

financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.




| drove through the neighborhood seeking evidence
of the disruption using a power outage map as a
compass. Winding through quiet streets, | stumbled
upon alone blue PG&E truck idling opposite a
charred utility pole with fragments of wood and
wire strewn across the pavement. | parked my car
and walked toward the truck to ask the driver what
had happened. He pointed to the top of the pole
where a porcelain insulator dangled precariously

from a high-voltage line. “ Tracking,” he said curtly.

“Isthat like ashort circuit?’ | asked. “Kind of,” he
replied before pausing. He finally elaborated,
explaining that the problem arises when moisture
from morning fog settles on power lines, creating a
pathway for electricity to arc across components.

He then input something into a handheld device
before driving away, leaving the repair for another
service team to complete. | gathered the debris
intending to collect the remaining components that
comprise a utility pole, each having failed in one
form or another. | shipped the fragmentsto Maziar
the following week.

Notes

Mathew Kneeboneis an artist based in San Francisco. His
interdisciplinary practices takes different forms, al in relation to an
interest in electricity and technology. He teaches studio and thesis
writing at California College of the Arts.
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rg Tracking

type date filename size author
photograph 24.02.2023 02_tracking.jpg, 03_tracking.jpg 3,51 MB, 324 KB Mathew Kneebone
category

automobile, collecting, encounter, hand, impact, map/plan, precipitation, repair, technology

15:35:52
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[13:42] Maziar: Power out at Rib now.

[13:45] Mathew: It'swindy here today, sorry!
[13:45] Maziar: Saying from the comfort of his
electrified home, or...you aso have no power?
[13:45] Mathew: No, | don’t. But, typically, outages
in the city are shorter than in regional areas. PG& E
website estimates service within two hours...Maybe
you could post a business sign on Rib’s window?*
[13:52] Maziar: Yes. Though my phone is almost
dead. No light. Can you send me atext for the sign?
| can’t access the drive.

[13:52] Mathew: Y eah.

[13:52] Maziar: | fed reality hitting. Not so much
the reality of blackoutsin the U.S., but the redlity of
life and work...and that it is time to go home.
[13:55] Mathew: “CLOSED NO POWER For
prescriptions go to Walgreens 2690 Mission OPEN
UNTIL 5PM.”

[13:55] Maziar: Thanks.

[13:56] Mathew: Y eah, maybe it's time for you to
leave for the night. I’m going to drive around to see
what’ s happening.

[13:59] Maziar: Okay, enjoy.

Notes

1 Local businesses experiencing a blackout typically post handwritten
notices on their street-facing windows. These condensed notes detail
acute symptoms felt at acommunity level, hinting at the improvisation
required to maintain social harmony.

Mathew Kneeboneis an artist based in San Francisco. His
interdisciplinary practices takes different forms, al in relation to an
interest in electricity and technology. He teaches studio and thesis
writing at California College of the Arts.
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rg CLOSED NO POWER. For prescriptions go to Walgreens
2690 Mission OPEN UNTIL 5 PM.

type date filename size author
photograph 21.02.2023 closed-no-power . jpg 641 KB Mathew Kneebone
category

automobile, impact, repair, sign, wind

15:36:03



During atwo hour tour, H.V. (head of the science
collection) guided us from the library to the
observatory and back. Along the way, he touched
upon various rarities: one hundred ninety-five
volumes of the Encyclopédie M éthodique
(according to H.V. the most complete copy left in
the world), the severed summit of Mont Blanc
(‘Actually de Saussure brought back atriangular
piece of rock from just below the snow line near the
summit’), an original copy of the publication on the
infamous L tigensteine (‘ These date back to the time
before the hoax was unveiled’)...

In guiding us from room to room, H.V. piled oddity
upon curiosity. He showed a particular interest in all
things fish-related.

Notes

First published in: De Cleene, M. Reference Guide. Amsterdam: Roma
Publications, 2019
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rg 12:13, Flashlight in a dark corner of the Oval Room

type date filename size author
photograph 30.01.2023 teylers._tif 36,68 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, archaeology, architecture, archive, astronomy, book, encounter, hand, Reference Guide, replica/copy

15:36:04



How slanted is this saddle? Anyone looking at the _
full photo of this Sparta K-10 might think that the the-documents.c
street fence is pushing its saddle down at an angle.

However, the bike and its saddle are leaning against

the fence, they are not pushed under it. Whether the

saddleis as slanted as the photo suggests, we are

not sure. This detail of the photo suggests

otherwise. Therail to which the saddle is attached is

already mounted dightly less slanted than the line

of the fence behind which the saddle is partly

hidden, and above that part of the fence something

vaguely protrudes from the back of the saddle.

Presumably that is the edge of the saddle, which

would reassure us about the cyclist’s comfort.

Notes

Lars Kwakkenbos lives and works in Brussels and Ghent (B). He teaches
at KASK & Conservatorium in Ghent, where heis currently working on
the research project ‘ On Instructing Photography’ (2023-2024), together
with Michiel and Arnout De Cleene.



rg The Saddle of a Sparta K-10, Rue Verte, Brussels

type date filename size author
photograph 22.01.2023 Naamloos. jpg 189 KB Lars Kwakkenbos
category

bicycle

15:36:04



The company Demuynck from Heist (B) has put the
2011 brochure of Dutch bicycle manufacturer
Sparta on yumpu.com as an ePaper. According to
yumpu.com, this was reportedly done on 28
September 2013. The leaflet istitled * Collection
Overview 2011’. On pages 68 and 69, the bikeis
called K10, the frame says K-TEN, while aversion
presumably abit older is usually for sale second-
hand asK-10. The K10 isa'practical, compact city
bike', it isavailable in one unisex frame size 50 and
it has an integrated cable lock. Thereisaloop at the
back of the large tube to which the rest of the frame
is mounted. This might be the end of that lock.
There are optional carriers, front and rear, and there
isan optional lighting kit. The recommended retall
priceis 299 euros.

Notes

Lars Kwakkenbos lives and works in Brussels and Ghent (B). He teaches
at KASK & Conservatorium in Ghent, where heis currently working on
the research project ‘ On Instructing Photography’ (2023-2024), together
with Michiel and Arnout De Cleene.
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rg

K10 in Folder Sparta Bikes 2011

type
screenshot

category
bicycle, economy

date
20.01.2023

P
>~

' d:

filename

Screenshot 2022-09-30 at 10-59-06

Klik hier voor de folder Sparta size
fietsen 2011. - Demuynck Heist.png 761 KB

15:36:05

author
Lars Kwakkenbos



Fred from Zwolle offers two Sparta K-10s on
Marktplaats.nl on 29 September 2022. The asking
price for the two bikesis 250 euros, bids may start
from 200 euros. The green bike has afront light that
is powered by arim dynamo, while in another photo
we see afront light on the orange bike that is
presumably battery-powered, as may be the case for
the rear lights. The carrier mounted at the front of
the green bike is clearly aluggage carrier, asisthe
one at the back. What the carrier mounted at the
front of the orange bike isfor, isunclear. The
description of the bikes does mention the function
of the loop protruding from the frame at the back of
the Sparta K-10:

*20-inch bikes that we have aways used while
camping. No gears but smooth and light pedalling.
Ideal for running small errands close by or a quick
errand in thetoilet building. They are light and quite
short making them easy to take on the train. Ideal as
a short-distance bike between station and work.
Both are, furthermore, in good condition. Each bike
comes with akey for the integrated cable lock. Are
listed asaladies’ bike but | (male) get on just fine.'*

Notes

1 ’'20inch fietsen die wij altijd tijdens het kamperen hebben gebruikt. Geen
versnellingen maar soepel en licht trappend. Idesal om kleine
boodschappen dichtbij te doen of een snelle boodschap in het toilet
gebouw. Ze zijn licht en vrij kort waardoor ze makkelijk mee te nemen
zijnin detrein. Ideaal as korte af standfiets tussen station en werk.
Beiden zijn verder in goede staat. Van elke fiets beide sleutels aanwezig
voorzien van een geintegreerd kabelslot.Worden a's damesfiets genoemd
maar ik (man) kom er prima mee vooruit.’

Lars Kwakkenbos lives and works in Brussels and Ghent (B). He teaches
at KASK & Conservatorium in Ghent, where heis currently working on
the research project ‘ On Instructing Photography’ (2023-2024), together
with Michiel and Arnout De Cleene.
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rg Two Sparta K-10s, Owned by Fred and Partner

@ =Sparta K-10 (korte afstandft« X |+

& (¢] O 8 = d i 75934349-sparta-k-10-korte-afstand-trein-fiets @ @ &L @0 £ =
@ Marktplaats Hepeninfo Voorwaarden Veiigheidscentrum QBerichten £ Meldingen Q) Lars Kwakkenbos v [ERSSITIIRPRVRISIS
Alle categorieén... v | Postcode Alle afstanden... v Zoek
€ Terug Home > Fietsen en Brommers > Fietsen | Dames | Damesfietsen > Advertentie m1875934349
Sparta K-10 ( korte afstand/trein fiets) Fred
®151 Q4 © sinds19aug.22,16:53 2jaar aotief op Marktplaats
Bekilk meer advertenties
€250,00 * % & K K 7enaringen
Ophalsn Deze verkoper heeft nog niet aangegeven
een particuliere of zakelijke verkoper te
zijn. Lees meer
8 Bankrekening gecontroleerd
Betalen met iDEAL
© zwolle
Beantwoordt 35% van de berichten,
® meestal binnen 1 dag
wie © O QO O -
Bieden
Vanaf € 200,00
Kenmerken
€
Conditie Gebruikt
Mork Srarta 2 Plaats bod
Eigenschappen Versnellingen
Geen biedingen geplaatst
filename
Screenshot 2022-09-29 at 12-19-38
> Sparta K-10 ( korte
afstand_trein fiets) — Fietsen
type date Dames Damesfietsen — size author
screenshot 18.01.2023 Marktplaats.png 522 KB Lars Kwakkenbos
category

bicycle, economy

15:36:05



The Sedum reflexum grows on rocky soilsand in the-documents.c
crevices of walls. In L herbier classique, itis |
depicted in two ways, just like the other plantsin

the book. This double portraiture isimportant, the

author states in the introduction: ‘ one consists of the

reproductions of the photographs taken by the

author of thisbook [...]; the other, drawings made

by excellent artists who observed the plants

themselves, showing details photography can’t

reproduce, highlighting aspects the photographs

leave untouched. [...] From this double

representation, interesting comparisons can be

made, highly enlightening from an artistic point of

view, between the readlistic aspect of nature’s

“productions’ and the interpretation thereof by the

draftsman’ (5).

A detail not covered by the drawing of the sedum
reflexum, is the presence of other speciesin the
vicinity of the plant, adetail shown in the
photograph and described in the caption:

‘The Common houseleek grows on the same rocks,
with its rosette of leaves pretending to be an
artichoke’ (59).



rg Pretending to be an artichoke

"‘ 58 HERBIER CLASSIQUE DESCRIPTION DES ESPECES

\l CRASSULACEES Orpin

# 16. —L'Orpin réfléchi (Sedum reflezum— Sedum, du
latin sedere, s'asseoir, parce que beaucoup de ces plantes
ont des tiges rampantes qui sc redressent dans leur partie
supéricure, formant un angle droit; elles sont comme
assises sur le sol).

Herbe vivace, de 10 & 40 centimétres de
haut, a feuilles épaisses (plante grasse), ren-
fermant une provision d’eau qui permet a
la plante de supporter longtemps la séche-
resse sur les rochers ou dans les fentes
des murs. Cerlaines tiges ne portent pas
de fleurs el se terminent en cone renversé.

Fleurs élégantes, délicates, pédoncu-
lées, groupées en cymes dont les rameaux
sont d’abord recourbés, réfléchis, vers le
bas, puis se redressent plus tard. Calice
ayant de 6 a 8 sépales libres. Corolle d'un

jaune superbe formée de 6 a 8 pétales
: égaux, libres. 12 2 16 ¢lamines. Ovaire libre
formé d'autant de carpelles séparés qu'il y
‘[ a de pétales. Chaque carpelle se (rans-
‘) forme en un fruit sec s‘ouvrant par une

Fig. 75. — ORPIN BRULANT.
a. Fleur.

seule fente (follicule). L'0rpin réfléchi fleurit de juillet en aott dans
les lieux secs, sur les rochers, sur les toits, entre les fentes des murs
[‘ et a leur sommet.
it Sert en horticulture pour orner les rochers artificiels, les
ns, pour garnir les poleries suspendues. Comme tous
les Orpins, il renferme un principe acre qui I'a fait longtemps
employer, en médecine populaire, comme vomitif. Il est peu recom-
mandable pour cet usage. i

Espéces voisines. Trés nombreuses; toutes fleurissent, comme la
précédente, au ceeur de I'été. L'Ompin bradant ou Poivre de muraille
(S. acre) [fig. 75), & fleurs jaunes &  pétales, & feuilles cylindriques,
courtes, rapprochées. L'Orpin blanc ou Raisin-de-rat (S. album) a des
fleurs blanches & 5 pétales, des feuilles allongées, écartées. Ges deux
esptees vivent sur les rochers. L'Owpin reprise (S. telephium) vit dans
Ies bois humides et alteint 60 centimétres. Il a des racines renflées,
des feuilles dentées, de jolies fleurs roses trés nombreuses. A Jjoui
autrefois d'une grande réputation pour la reprise des plaies.

Fig. 76. — L’ORPIN
REFLECHI.

(Sur les mémes'vochers croft la Joubarbe des toils, dont la rosette de feuilles
simule wn artichant.)

type date filename size author
scan 15.08.2021 Document_2021-07-19_111850. jpg 10MB Arnout De Cleene
category

book, botany, encyclopaedi fissure

15:36:06



Article 75 of the Royal Decree containing general
regulations for road traffic and the use of public
roads, published in Het Belgisch Saatsblad on 9
December 1975, lists the rules for longitudinal
markings indicating the edge of the roadway.

According to 75.1, there are two types of markings
that indicate the actual edge of the roadway: a
white, continuous stripe and a yellow interrupted
line. The former is mainly used to make the edge of
the roadway more visible; the latter indicates that
parking along it is prohibited.

In 75.2, the decree focuses on markings that
indicate the imaginary edge of the roadway. Only a
broad, white, continuous stripe is permitted for this
purpose. The part of the public road on the other
side of thislineisreserved for standing still and
parking, except on motorways and expresswayss.

Sources
https://wegcode.be/wetteksten/secties/kb/wegcode/262-art 75
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The Imaginary Edge of the Roadway

)rg

author

size

filename

date

type

De Cleene

Michiel

659 KB

IMG_7943.HEIC

08.08.2021

photograph

category

repair, sign

automobile, government, parking,

:36:11
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Today | brought an old bedspring, the styrofoam the
air-humidifier camein, afew bags of sawdust and
some scrap pieces of plywood to the municipal
recycling center. As| was waiting to mount the
stairs to the scrap metal container, a gray-haired
man wearing blue leather shoes, dark jeansand a
checkered shirt was tipping — with relative ease — a
weight bench over the edge of the container.

the-documents.c



rg

Weight Bench

IV ﬂ\ 'G 9

Controle tickel

Recyclagepark Caardeniers s

2/-7-2021 12:48:10

Particulieren

Alle Ancere
Huidig bezoek 2 aianbiadingen
Resterend saldo 7 aanbedingen

Kaartnr 219 '5
Dit ticket moet goizd zichtbaar aar de

voorruit geplaatst worden

vj; INMOVATORS IN ACCESS TECHNOL O

type date filename size
photograph 26.07.2021 IMG_7874 .HEIC 1,2MB
category

crash, impact, waste

15:36:11

author
Michiel De Cleene



Thisisthe spread one sees upon opening the bird
field guide that once stood, as the stamp indicates,
in the library of a psychiatric institution.* It shows
birds' silhouettes, as they can be seen beside

the road.

The drawing has akind of Hitchcock fedl toit.> The
birds seem to be spying on each other, asthey also
seem to be spying on the unsuspecting passer-by.

The composition of the sceneis marvelous. The
electric wires, the tree, the wire fence, the double
framed list with the birds' names, handsomely
positioned in a birdless patch, at once superimposed
on the telephone wires, and pushed to the
background by the skylark.

Imagine seeing this scene. What are the odds: to see
the silhouettes of Europe’ s twenty most common
species of birdsin one glance, from your car's
window, as you are driving home at dusk.

Before closing the book, the last spread seemsto
show the birds fleeing, maybe attacking.®

Notes

1 Thestamp indicatesthat, at the psychiatric institution, the book was part
of the sublibrary for the Catholic Brothers of Charity. The crossed-out
part indicates that there was also a separate physicians’ library, to which
the book might have originally belonged.

2 Ontheweb, discussions on whether Alfred Hitchcock’s The Birds (1963)
was shot in colour or in black and white, abound.

Silhouetten
in de vlucht

the-documents.c

Sources

Peterson, R.T., Mountfort, G. & P.A.D. Hollom. Vogelgids voor allein
ons land en overig Europa voorkomende vogel soorten (J. Kist, trangl.).
3d ed. Amsterdam/Brussels: Elsevier, 1955.



rg

The Birds

/
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type date filename size author
scan 19.07.2021 Document_2021-07-19_094741.jpg 7,5MB Arnout De Cleene
category

animal, automobile, book, dusk, encyclopaedia, landscape, tree

15:36:12



A white Mercedes van insertsin front of meina
traffic jam near Antwerp. The back of the van has
been atered in several ways:. alatch was added to
the door,* afootstep was bolted to the bumper, a
couple of tie-wraps are holding up the lights on the
left side.”? Traffic is moving slow. Thereisno
Mercedes logo.® Some parts have been retouched
with white paint that differs slightly from the rest of
the bodywork,”* not unlike a tipp-ex’ ed document.

Notes

1 Maybethe original locking mechanism no longer functions, or, perhaps,
the owner wants to add a padlock to the doors at night.

2 Maybeacorroded screw caused the lights to come loose, or adlight
collision.

3 Someone might have stolen it. Mercedes stars are often stolen, although
mostly from the hood.

4 Maybeto counter corrosion, to conceal a mark someone made on the van
or to cover up afixed dent.

»  Legislation concerning the publication of someone else's licence plate on
the internet and the demand to blur it, is somewhat ambiguous.
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rg Tipp-Ex

type date filename size author
photograph 05.07.2021 IMG_7538._HEIC 714 KB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, crash, impact, insurance, sticker

15:36:13



