


the-documents.org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along What the left
hand forgot, AI submission, Zebras, Wheelhouse (replica),
Backpack, Another letter from abroad, Straight in the morning,
curvy in the afternoon, Market, 12M m3 [6/8] 56 years, 12M m3
[5/8] It’s Freezing, 12M m3 [3/8] Swell, Marmara, Cobalt, Flint,
At the copyshop, This site has been seized, The Imaginary Edge
of the Roadway, A Dead Insect on the Trunk of a Cedrus
Atlantica Glauca, Passing Time Near a Particle Accelerator, Gold
Varnish, It’s Pouring, Launching a Website, Mushroom Picking
Prohibited

19.07.2022



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information
upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.’ (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality –
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses
into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo­
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In 
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be
one, presumably because it would then be framed – or
reframed – as an example, specimen, or instance’.
The gathered files are all documents – if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into
an ‘antelope’.

Paper Knowledge,

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.
It documented your path through the website.
As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this – a new document.

This document was compiled by ____ on 20.07.2022 06:34,
printed on ____ and contains 23 documents on 50 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/19-07-2022-4126/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes

De Cleene De Cleene is Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene.
Together they form a research group that focusses on novel ways of
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from a cultural and critical
perspective.
www.decleenedecleene.be / info@decleenedecleene.be
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the-documents.orgAt the end of the day, riding home after work, I find
a text on my hand: 

            C
            D[…]ers
            Desk
            K
            Communication book

‘Diapers’, I recall, and stop at the shop to buy them.
Sweat, dust, and manic hand rubbing have rendered
parts of the writing illegible. ‘C’ is for Carl, whose
newborn I need to visit as soon as possible.
Sometimes, I can’t remember what the initial stands
for. I don’t have any friends with names beginning
with a K (who have newborns I need to visit).

The right hand writes, the left hand serves as the
canvas. The back of the right hand, folded around
the pen, is blank and tells the always already written
on back of the left hand, whose palm never holds a
pen, what to register. Right: an author. Left: a
poem, sunken into the pores. 

Back home, I trace ‘Desk’ again, as not to forget to
clean it tomorrow.



the-documents.org What the left hand forgot

type
photograph

date
18.07.2022

filename
_MG_7728.JPG, _MG_7792.JPG

size
5,5 MB, 5,7 MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
data storage, literature

21:34:15



the-documents.org



the-documents.org What the left hand forgot

21:34:15



Notes

1

DALL·E mini was created by Boris Dayma et al. 2021-
2022, https://huggingface.co/spaces/dalle-mini/dalle-mini, to be migrated
to www.craiyon.com

2

Ward Verwaeren is a legal counsel in the tech industry, and former IP
lawyer. He tries to know more about art than the average lawyer, and
more about law than the average artist.

•

the-documents.org‘Submission for an art project named the-
documents.org’ is a collection of 9 images
generated by DALL·E mini , an open-source AI
model, on the basis of the prompt ‘Submission for
an art project named the-documents.org’.

1

2

DALL·E mini is a freely available AI tool that
generates images based on a description of the
desired image (a prompt) provided by a user.

Though DALL·E mini seems to be primarily used
as a source of humour within the online community
– being able to create a set of images from any
specific or abstract prompt – it also gives rise to
more serious questions on AI ethics and copyright.
As the model is trained with unfiltered data from
the internet, it may reinforce societal biases,
generating images that contain stereotypes against
minority groups. DALL·E mini and similar, more
advanced tools, are also capable of creating art ‘in
the style of’ when they have sufficient data to
source from (e.g. using a prompt as “Van Gogh
painting the Eiffel Tower”). This leads to the legal
and ethical question whether an artist should have a
say in the use of his/her artwork as AI input data,
and whether the artist should be able to claim rights
for AI generated images based on this data.



the-documents.org AI submission

type
screenshot

date
01.07.2022

filename
dallemini_2022-6-19_21-53-48.png

size
1,61 MB

author
Ward Verwaeren

category
archive, data storage, technology, artificial intelligence

21:34:21



the-documents.orgOn Mondays, before noon, I go to the supermarket
with my two-year-old son. After passing the
lasagnes, the loaves of bread and the fruit and
vegetables, we make a short stop at the aquarium
with the lobsters. Around New Year, there are two
of them. 

After we’ve paid for the groceries and have put
them in the car, we walk into the pet shop. We look
at the parrots (Jacques, Louis and Marie-José), the
rabbits, the guinea pigs, the assorted caged birds
and the fish and turtles. He’s very fond of the
Cyphotilapia Frontosa Burundi. He calls them
zebras. They hail from Lake Tanganyika, the label
says. It’s the second-oldest freshwater lake, the
second-largest by volume and the second-deepest.
The pet shop has adorned their aquarium with a
scene of ocean waste.

In an effort to avert guilt, I look for something
cheap and more or less useful to buy: birdseed, a
snack for the neighbour’s cat, a comb for his
grandparent’s Labrador, etc. 



the-documents.org Zebras

type
photograph

date
05.04.2022

filename
IMG_0214.HEIC

size
1,5 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
animal, RDC, trompe l'oeil, waste, family, replica/copy

21:34:21



the-documents.orgThe GPS-plotter displays the ship near Keyhaven
Lake, indefinitely. The sea appears calm, the
horizon is level from one perspective.



the-documents.org Wheelhouse (replica)

type
photograph

date
20.03.2022

filename
bridge_001.jpg

size
15,31 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
map/plan, Reference Guide, replica/copy, sea, sticker, trompe l'oeil

21:34:22



Sources

Lerner, B., Kluge, A. The Snows of Venice. Leipzig: Spector Books,
2018, p. 53

1

Ibid.2

the-documents.org_44A6588.dng
At 13:26:43 I took a photograph of a concrete
building without windows in an industrial zone just
south of Brussels.

_44A6590.dng
At 16:46:15 I photographed a succession of office
buildings in the same industrial zone. 

_44A6589.dng 
I must have walked about 1 kilometer between the
concrete building without windows and the section
of the industrial zone with the offices. At 13:43:49,
the camera, safely stored in my backpack, recorded
0.4 seconds of the 20 minutes it took me to get
there. 

In The Snows of Venice, Alexander Kluge wonders
whether he can take the liberty to conjure up what
the sky looked like on 31 December 1799, as
Schiller made his way to Goethe’s house. He goes
on by saying that, historically, there’s a ‘LACK OF
SENSORY ATTENTION AT CRUCIAL
MOMENTS’.  There are exceptions, though, like
the cameraman that was sent out to document the
fireworks on New Year’s Day 2000. The camera
was turned on prematurely. The batteries were used
up by midnight, but ‘certain gray tones, however,
filtered through the cracks of its protective case,
conveyed the motion of the walking cameraman, the
transportation. The incompletely shut, low-
information container was documented exactly […]
To this day it provides inexact testimony as to the
qualities of the leather of a twenty-first century
carrying case and the precise sensitivity to light and
dark demonstrated by a twenty-first century
recording medium.’

1

2



the-documents.org Backpack

type
photograph

date
15.02.2022

filename
_44A6589.dng

size
37,87 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
architecture, data storage, mistake, packaging, technology

21:34:22



the-documents.orgBecause an acquaintance of the family was a
missionary, the postage stamp collection had a large
quantity of stamps from the Philippines. You had to
boil water, hold the empty envelope above it, wait
until the glue and the missionary’s saliva loosened
and evaporated, and then gently peel off the stamp.
Then, it was put on a piece of pink blotting paper.
Once dry, the stamp was slid into a tailor-made
booklet.

Between a Horta building’s facade and King
Baudouin’s portrait, there are exotic fish, religious
scenes, butterflies, and advertisements for NGOs. 

Mango is the Philippines’ national fruit. Pope John
Paul II visited it in 1995. There was a guerrilla unit
in Northwest Pampanga during WWII. 



the-documents.org Another letter from abroad

type
scan

date
23.01.2022

filename
2022-01-22_213134.png

size
27,7MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
animal, architecture, book, collecting, fruit, sticker

21:34:23



the-documents.orgOn a pile of fresh hospital sheets, near the radiator,
the tangerine curtains and the black marble window
sill (the window looks out over the parking lot),
underneath the two-day-old bouquet of flowers and
next to a pile of magazines with a handwritten note
on top (about a syrup that relieves slime and tastes
like oranges), lie two sheets of paper. 

Earlier that day the physiotherapist had come by.
Twice. Once in the morning and once in the
afternoon. He had each time drawn the first line, as
an example. A straight line in the morning, a curvy
line in the afternoon. 

With a ballpoint pen my grandfather, who is
recovering from an accident, diligently copied the
examples (31 in the morning, 5 in the afternoon).



the-documents.org Straight in the morning, curvy in the afternoon

type
photograph

date
09.01.2022

filename
IMG_9441.HEIC

size
862 KB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
family, manual, medicine, parking, replica/copy

21:34:23



Notes

1.

2.

3.

Márk Redele pursues projects that fundamentally relate to architecture
and its practice but rarely look like architecture. www.markredele.com

•

the-documents.orgK. says that the stall where he usually buys fruit has
already been packed up. But he is not worried about
the quality of the fruit the other vendor sells. He
gestures encouragingly. 

Five signs of type-1, eleven of type-2 and two of
type-3 are visible. Four of type-2 (two visible, two
deduced) and two of type-3 retain two vehicles.



the-documents.org Market

type
photograph

date
26.12.2021

filename
market_.jpg

size
3,82 MB

author
Márk Redele

category
automobile, economy, food, fruit, landscape, manual, parking, precipitation, sign

21:34:24



the-documents.orgWhere once there was twelve million cubic metres
of water, excavators and trucks are moving dirt and
rocks that have been hidden from sight for 56 years;
piling them up into a temporary dam: a batardeau.



the-documents.org 12M m3 [6/8] 56 years

type
photograph

date
05.12.2021

filename
IMG_0512b.jpg

size
6,68 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
drought, landscape, repair

21:34:24



the-documents.orgOn January 23, 2020 a young couple walks around
the drained reservoir of Kruth-Wildenstein.

It’s freezing. They’re expecting their first child
within a month.



the-documents.org 12M m3 [5/8] It’s Freezing

type
photograph

date
04.12.2021

filename
IMG_0509b.jpg

size
3,31 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
family, landscape

21:34:27



the-documents.orgThe river swells and eventually overflows, causing
the death of six people and extensive damage:
washed away bridges, damaged homes, submerged
factories, destroyed food stocks, heavily eroded
roads and paths.



the-documents.org 12M m3 [3/8] Swell

type
photograph

date
01.12.2021

filename
IMG_0507b.jpg

size
6,12 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
impact, landscape, precipitation

21:34:28


