


the-documents.org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Starry sky, long
exposure, Sandersleben (Saxony-Anhalt), 14 April 2023, Estuary,
Album, 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid Snowmelt, Neptune in opposition
[20/20] – A constellation, Neptune in opposition [19/20] –
Approximation, A Dead Insect on the Trunk of a Cedrus Atlantica
Glauca, Anraum, Mammoth Tree and the Golden Spurs, Hitch
My Wagon To A Star, Neptune in opposition [16/20] – Unrest,
Neptune in opposition [13/20] – A foraging fox, Gatun Locks, An
Unfired Mortar, Dome

19.06.2024



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information
upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.’ (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality –
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses
into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo­
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In 
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be
one, presumably because it would then be framed – or
reframed – as an example, specimen, or instance’.
The gathered files are all documents – if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into
an ‘antelope’.

Paper Knowledge,

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.
It documented your path through the website.
As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this – a new document.

This document was compiled by ____ on 19.06.2024 15:33,
printed on ____ and contains 15 documents on 33 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/19-06-2024-6421/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes

De Cleene De Cleene is Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene.
Together they form a research group that focusses on novel ways of
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from a cultural and critical
perspective.
www.decleenedecleene.be / info@decleenedecleene.be

•

This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects,
financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.

•

Sources

Briet, S. Qu’est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951. •
Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.

•

Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.•



Notes

From S. Anders Leben. Eine Handlung in Gesprächen/S. Anders Leben –
Living Differently: An Act in Conversations

•

Stephanie Kiwitt (1972) is an artist based in Halle (Saale), Germany.
Utilizing a large number of images, various perspectives and also textual
elements, she is known for her insightful photography that explores
spaces emblematic of contemporary phenomena. Over the past three
years, she has focused on evolving habitats in rural areas, photographing
traces of transformation and conducting interviews in Saxony-Anhalt, the
region she moved to in 2020. From 2018 to 2020, Kiwitt was a guest
lecturer at the LUCA School of Arts in Brussels.

•

In spring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.

•

the-documents.orgA constant, dependable presence. With the camera
focused on the North Star for an extended period,
the rotation of the Earth becomes visible. Nearby, in
the municipality of Wiederstedt, the geologist, poet
and philosopher Friedrich von Hardenberg (better
known by his pen name Novalis) spent his
childhood years between 1772 and 1784. A quote of
his is engraved on a stone bench in the park
surrounding the chateau where he was raised: “The
human being does not speak alone – the universe
also speaks – everything speaks – infinite
languages.” 



the-documents.org Starry sky, long exposure, Sandersleben (Saxony-Anhalt), 14
April 2023

type
photograph

date
14.06.2024

filename
Bild 003_mk.jpg

size
73 MB

author
Stephanie Kiwitt

category
astronomy, literature, Trigger

15:28:32



the-documents.orgIn between two cities along the Belgian coast, water
has run from the dunes (and the Second World War
Heritage site scattered among them), underneath the
coastal road and tram rails, to the beach. It has
formed a small S-shaped estuary, bound to
disappear due to the increasingly harsh wind
coming from the coast of Britain, blowing North-
easterly, and hammering down on the levee.
The vibrations of the empty Ostend-bound tram
passing just before the photograph was taken, had
no visible impact on the estuary.



the-documents.org Estuary

type
photograph

date
28.12.2020

filename
WhatsApp Image 2020-12-28 at
21.45.31.jpeg

size
393KB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
precipitation, wind, sea, sand

15:28:35



the-documents.orgDecember, 1947. Rapid snowmelt coincides with
torrential precipitation. At the bottom of the Thur
valley, in Wildenstein, the water gathers.



the-documents.org 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid Snowmelt

type
photograph

date
29.11.2021

filename
IMG_0504b.jpg

size
8,68 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
landscape, precipitation

15:28:39



the-documents.orgDecember, 1947. Rapid snowmelt coincides with
torrential precipitation. At the bottom of the Thur
valley, in Wildenstein, the water gathers.



the-documents.org 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid Snowmelt

type
photograph

date
29.11.2021

filename
IMG_0504b.jpg

size
8,68 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
landscape, precipitation

15:28:49



Sources

Excerpt from Towards Civil Dusk (De Cleene De Cleene, 2020)•
Neptune in opposition [1-20] is part of ‘Documenting Objects’, a
research project by Arnout De Cleene and Michiel De Cleene at KASK
& Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT and Howest. Their
research is financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund. Previous
research into this subject has amongst other things led to the
documentary film Towards Civil Dusk and temporary public
observatories at 019, Gent and Kunsthal Extra City, Antwerp.

•

Thanks to:
Angelo Van Daele
Arthur Haegeman
Chris De Pauw
Emi Kodama
Frédéric Thill 
Gentil Van de Vijver
Guy Wauters
Hannah De Cleene
Jan Scheers
Jonas Temmerman
John Sussenbach
Kunsthal Extra City
Philippe Molet
019
Astropolis (Oostende)
Cercle Astronomique Mosan (Herbuchenne)
Koninklijk Observatorium Ukkel
Observatoire Astronomique Antoine Thomas S.J. (Namur)
Observatoire Astronomique Centre Ardenne (Grapfontaine)
Publieke Sterrenwacht van de Westkust (Koksijde)
Volkssterrenwacht Armand Pien (Gent)
Volkssterrenwacht AstroLAB IRIS (Zillebeke)
Volkssterrenwacht Beisbroek (Brugge)
Volkssterrenwacht Mira (Grimbergen)
Volkssterrenwacht Urania (Hove)

•

the-documents.orgAs we point the telescope to the sky – cloudy, and
filled with chaotic bursts of rain – the dispersion of
the city lights accentuates the swirling, frantic
raindrops. The roof we are standing on is uneven. A
puddle forms underneath the apparatus, around the
right leg of the tripod and our feet. The sound of a
car on a wet street, below. A kitchen light is flicked
on. Temperature is low for a mid-September night,
and getting lower by the minute. It seems
impossible to tell the depth of field we are
documenting, and at what distance from our
position these fleeting constellations occur.



the-documents.org Neptune in opposition [20/20] – A constellation

type
video

date
05.10.2022

filename
2020-09-24-1156_0-CapObj.mp4

size
51,05 MB

author
De Cleene De Cleene

category
astronomy, Neptune, precipitation

15:29:00



Sources

Excerpt from Towards Civil Dusk (De Cleene De Cleene, 2020)•

the-documents.orgSundown at the public observatory in Beisbroek. A
choir of birds mixes with the continuous hiss of the
freeway nearby. The camera captures the receding
colours. The blinds are open; the half dome is
closed. 

A documentary approach: moving along a tension
between proximity and distance. If the pendulum
swings to either side, it becomes difficult to speak
of the documentary. Proximity without distance,
and distance without proximity, undermine it,
precisely because any approach is then out of the
question.



the-documents.org Neptune in opposition [19/20] – Approximation

type
video

date
04.10.2022

filename
approximation.mp4

size
176,3 MB

author
De Cleene De Cleene

category
animal, architecture, astronomy, automobile, dusk, landscape, Neptune

15:29:06



the-documents.orgIt’s early spring. The pool is covered with a sheet of
plastic. The deciduous trees are just leafing out. A
tree stump serves as a placeholder for the diving
board’s foot – it was customary to take it indoors
for winter – and keeps people from kicking its
threaded rods sticking up from the silex tiles that
line the pool. 

The upper right corner of the plastic frame is
missing. It’s probably where the insect – now dead,
dry and yellowish – got in. The frame was left
behind in the laundry room overlooking the garden,
the pool and the pool house. At the time it hadn’t
been used for quite a while. Half empty,
the water green.

In summer, when the wind dropped, horse-flies
came. You could shake them off temporarily by
swimming a few meters underwater.



the-documents.org A Dead Insect on the Trunk of a Cedrus Atlantica Glauca

type
scan

date
22.07.2021

filename
pool.jpg

size
38,87 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
animal, botany, cloth, decoration, family, tree

15:29:09



the-documents.orgDuring the one day course Safety and Avalanches,
teacher G.T. shows pictures of different
manifestations of snow and ice. If one learns to read
them, one can deduce the wind direction when
hiking or skiing in mountainous terrain.
Wind direction is crucial for assessing the stability
of the snow. G.T.’s examples are of Austrian origin.
He speaks about ‘Anraum’: displaced snow can get
stacked horizontally against an object, such as a tree
or a cross. The snow ‘grows and builds into the
wind’. Counter-intuitively, the snow points to the
side the wind is coming from. One can expect
dangerous terrain in the direction of the ‘unbuilt’
side of the object.



the-documents.org Anraum

type
photograph

date
14.02.2021

filename
810px-
Raureif_im_Bayerischen_Wald.JPG

size
262KB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
manual, mistake, precipitation, tree, wind, sign

15:29:15



Notes

On closer inspection the slice seems to consist of two halves that were
put together like a jigsaw puzzle. The resulting gap is skilfully patched
with what appears to be wood from the same species – possibly even the
same mammoth tree.

the-documents.orgBetween the rhinos and the kangaroos in the
Antwerp Zoo a wooden footpath curves through a
grove of Sequoiadendron Giganteum trees. In the
middle of this Californian forest, visitors find the
giant slice of a felled tree of the same species. It
was brought to the zoo in 1962 and was approxi­
mately 650 years old at the time. Eleven labels point
out significant moments in history on the tree’s
growth rings. They range from zoo- and zoology-
related moments (for instance: ‘1901: The Okapi is
described as a species’, or ‘1843: Foundation of the
RZSA and opening of the Zoo’, or ‘1859: Darwin
publishes The Origin of Species’, etc.), to cultural
and historical milestones (‘1555: Plantijn starts
publishing books in Antwerp’, or ‘1640: Rubens
(baroque painter) dies’, or ‘1492: Columbus in
America’). Another label points to the last growth
ring and reads: ‘1962: this tree is felled and this
tree disc is installed at the Zoo.’

The label pointing to the centre of the tree implies
a simultaneity between the tree’s first growth year
and the Battle of the Golden Spurs in 1302.



the-documents.org Mammoth Tree and the Golden Spurs

type
photograph

date
15.05.2021

filename
IMG_6958.HEIC

size
1,9MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
animal, book, botany, card, tree

15:33:12


