


the-documents.org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Dobermans,
Residu, Pauli, Subtractive Writing, Nap, May 7th, 1992,
Interviews with residents of Sandersleben, no specific location,
2023 [2], St. Mary’s Church, Sandersleben (Saxony-Anhalt),
2020, Red Skirt Popular on the Street, Huang Baomei, A String of
Pearls, Temporary Photograph, 2017, Collaborators (portraits),
2023, A Transparent Forest, Beyond the Sky’s Limits, Frame of
Accountability, Swarms, Negative sheet 21, negative 24, negative
24,5, We were a modern house, Knee, Negative sheet 13, negative
24, negative 24,5, Negative sheet 02, negative 5, negative 6,
CLOSED NO POWER. For prescriptions go to Walgreens 2690
Mission OPEN UNTIL 5 PM., Traces of logging on Mount
Egaleo, The Loop of the Sparta K-10, K10 in Folder Sparta Bikes
2011, Two Sparta K-10s, Owned by Fred and Partner, John’s
Sparta K-10, A Sparta K-10, Rue Verte, Brussels, New Year’s
Eve, 2015, Debatably graded, Neptune in opposition [20/20] – A
constellation, Neptune in opposition [18/20] – View of an interior

19.01.2026



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information
upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.’ (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality –
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses
into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo­
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In 
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be
one, presumably because it would then be framed – or
reframed – as an example, specimen, or instance’.
The gathered files are all documents – if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into
an ‘antelope’.

Paper Knowledge,

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.
It documented your path through the website.
As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this – a new document.

This document was compiled by ____ on 19.01.2026 15:43,
printed on ____ and contains 33 documents on 73 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/19-01-2026-6744/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes

De Cleene De Cleene is Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene.
Together they form a research group that focusses on novel ways of
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from a cultural and critical
perspective.
www.decleenedecleene.be / info@decleenedecleene.be
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Tomb Raider II. The Complete Guide to the Dagger of Xian.
Downloaded from http://www.the-spoiler.com on 4 August, 1999, at
15:03.

•

the-documents.org‘Exit at the dock and kill some rats. Go around the
building to the left, killing the guard and his rats
before flipping the switch. Another guard arrives
kill him too, taking the medkits from both your
victims. Enter the now open front door and kill the
guard on the balcony and his friend who appears on
the ground floor. Grab the shells from your second
kill then shoot out the window and kill the
Dobermans who jump through when you get too
close.’



the-documents.org Dobermans

type
scan

date
14.12.2025

filename
walkthrough.jpg

size
1,9MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
animal, encounter, leakage, manual, precipitation

15:41:35



the-documents.orgThe last couple of days have been dry. Rain is
expected for the weekend. The office buckets are in
place and are empty, except for some residue. Dirt,
sand, a few hairs. Some particles must have come
along with the drops when they made their way
through the roof.



the-documents.org Residu

type
photograph

date
07.08.2025

filename
IMG_5108.HEIC

size
3,3MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
architecture, collecting, data storage, precipitation, leakage

15:43:30



Notes

the-documents.org HQ1
The reason for the leaks is said to be the use of screws that cause an
electrolytic reaction.

2

Shortly after documenting the above, the roof came down. The buckets
only partly catched the plaster.

3

the-documents.orgAt the office,  a gray and a green bucket are
meticulously positioned on the floor to catch the
water dripping from the ceiling.  It has been a very
wet few months.

1

2

Perpendicularly above the green bucket is the
office’s smoke detector, which, when it rains, could
be mistaken for a sprinkler. The gray bucket is
positioned perpendicularly beneath the electric line
leading to the smoke detector. The lamp doesn’t
leak.

The nineteenth-century building was designed by
the renowned architect Adolphe Pauli.  The offices
of my former employer were also housed in a Pauli
building. Over there, it was a mop that was used to
evacuate water from the recurrently flooded ground
floor hallway.

3



the-documents.org Pauli

type
photograph

date
06.08.2025

filename
IMG_5104.HEIC; IMG_5106.HEIC

size
2,6MB; 2,6MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
architecture, fissure, precipitation, roofing, trompe l'oeil, leakage

15:43:30



the-documents.org



the-documents.org Pauli

15:43:30



Sources

Ariosto, L. Orlando Furioso. Translated by William Stewart Rose, Echo
Library, 2006, p. 267.

1

the-documents.orgIn an attempt to make it his own, Gino – it might
also be Dino – has taken a can of bright pink spray
paint to his hard hat and – as the paint was drying –
dragged his gloved finger from top to bottom. G –
or D –, I, N, O. In the dust on a demolished floor
tile, someone has written 12,10. Perhaps a
measurement, a quantity, a position, a date, a
reference. 

Subtractive writing is not uncommon. With the tip
of a passer-by’s index finger ‘WASH ME’ is
subtracted from the dust on a dirty car. In freshly
poured concrete, a name is embedded forever with a
twig. In hot and soft roofing drawings and
obscenities are scratched. Styrofoam lining a brand
new elevator gets impressed with names, jokes and
knuckles. 

In the twenty-third canto of Ariosto’s Orlando
Furioso (1516), Orlando comes across the name of
his love and another man, carved in the bark of a
tree. He doubts. But that night, a gossiping shepherd
tells him he’s seen Angelica and Medoro together.
Orlando returns to the forest, and in a four-day
frenzy, he uproots every tree and pollutes the rivers
forever.

CXXXI
For he turf, stone, and trunk, and shoot, and lop,  
Cast without cease into the beauteous source;  
Till, turbid from the bottom to the top, 
Never again was clear the troubled course. 
At length, for lack of breath, compelled to stop,  
(When he is bathed in sweat, and wasted force,  
Serves not his fury more) he falls, and lies  
Upon the mead, and, gazing upward, sighs.1



the-documents.org Subtractive Writing

type
photograph

date
05.08.2025

filename
IMG_8280.jpg

size
1,70 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
architecture, construction site, dust, sign, waste

15:43:30



the-documents.orgIt’s time to have a nap. I tilt the window over its
middle axis to let the butterfly out. A breeze ruffles
the drapes. Now, it sits on the glass and throws an
enormous shadow on the yellow cloth. 



the-documents.org Nap

type
photograph

date
06.01.2025

filename
_MG_9406.JPG; _MG_9429.JPG

size
6,1 MB; 10,2 MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
animal, cloth, decoration, encounter, family, scale, wind

15:43:31



the-documents.org



the-documents.org Nap

15:43:31



Sources

https://id.erfgoed.net/afbeeldingen/264680•

the-documents.orgOn May 7th, 1992, an anonymous photographer
records the ice cellar, a stone’s throw from my
parents’ house. It’s a beautiful day in spring. Quite
a bit of wind, it seems. A Thursday. Surely, I am at
school. Third grade kindergarten. It houses bats.

The photograph is part of an online heritage
inventory, maintained by a government department.
On the same day, the photographer took a
photograph of the orangery, the entrance gate to the
allotment, and the castle.



the-documents.org May 7th, 1992

type
photograph

date
26.12.2024

filename
Wachtebeke_Puyenbrug_5_ijskelder_f
ull.jpg

size
565 KB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
architecture, archive, family, government, wind

15:43:31


