


org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.
Your path through the collection lead along Stopwatch,
Raisins, Mould, Birthday Omen, 12M m3 [3/8] Swell, Weight
Bench, Populus, Marmara, A smoker’ s history of energy, Raisins,
12M m3[7/8] A Fissure, 12M m3 [3/8] Swell, Magnifier,
Roofing (1), Seaglass, A peregrine falcon in the internal

perimeter, Another letter from abroad, Inflation, 12M m3 [8/8]
Heating
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents - if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 18.06.2022 10:32,
printed on and contains 19 documents on 40 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/18-06-2022-4020/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes Sources

* DeCleene De Cleeneis Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene. * Briet, S. Qu'est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951.
Together they form aresearch group that focusses on novel ways of » Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from acultural and critical Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.
perspective. *  Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.
www.decleenedecl eene.be / info@decl eenedecl eene.be

e This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish /e covere | HO
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financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.




He' swearing adigital watch. It looks like a Casio.
It'simpossible to read the time, no matter whether
you are studying the high-resolution scan of the
negative or the negative itself, with the aid of a
loupe and lightbox.

The device had a stopwatch function. When we
were around eight and ten, we used to compete in
trying to start and stop the stopwatch in the shortest
possible interval. The smaller the gap, the closer to
zero. Sometimes he would also have atry. We once
managed to get it down to 00:00:00:03. Neither of
us dared to press ‘reset’ and try again.

the-documents.c



rg Stopwatch

type date filename size author
photograph 10.05.2022 032a-07s.psd 802,34 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

archive, family, house, mirror, technology

10:24:59



When | grew up, my parents told me that the
number of raisinsin the local baker’sraisin bread
attested to the result of the most recent soccer match
of KAA Gent. A victory was celebrated by
throwing more raisins into the dough than usual, a
loaf following a painful loss was hardly araisin
bread at al.

the-documents.c

The baker retired long ago. Today my two-year-old
son picked out al the raisins from his slice of bread.
KAA Gent’s last game was atie against Union.



rg Raisins

type date filename size author
photograph 30.12.2021 IMG_9810.HEIC 1,2 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

family, food

10:31:59



At adental practice, the white Alligat®-powder is
mixed with the right amount of water to get a
mouldable dough that is pressed upon a patient’s
teeth. After thirty seconds, the Alligat®-dough
stiffens and takes on a rubber-like quality. At that
point, still white, it must be removed from the
patient’s mouth. Over the next few hours, the mould
turnsincreasingly pink as the substance becomes
less humid. Now, it can be used as a mould to create
apositive master cast of the patient’s teeth.

Outside the dental practice, the powder’s
possibilities remain to be fully explored.

the-documents.c

Sources

First published as part of De Cleene De Cleene. ‘ Amidst the Fire, | Was
Not Burnt’, Trigger (Special issue: Uncertainty), 2. FOMU/Fw:Books,
25-30



rg Mould
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type date filename size author
photograph 27.01.2022 _44A3429.tif 36,81 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

manual, medicine, packaging, repair, replical/copy

10:31:59



Most mornings | eat three slices of bread. | stack -

them. Between the highest slice and the onein the the-documents.c
middle | put adlice of cheese (young Gouda). | put

the whole in the microwave' for 1 minute and 50

seconds. Theresult iswhat | liketo call

asmelterant.

On the morning of my thirty-second birthday the
plate broke in half during heating.

2 A contraction of smelten (Dutch for melting) and boterham (Dutch for a
slice of bread).



rg Birthday Omen

type date filename size author
photograph 05.08.2021 IMG_1129.jpg 2,06 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

fissure, food, house, sign, technology

10:31:59



Theriver swells and eventually overflows, causing the-documents.c
the death of six people and extensive damage:

washed away bridges, damaged homes, submerged

factories, destroyed food stocks, heavily eroded

roads and paths.



rg 12M m3 [3/8] Swell

type date filename size author
photograph 01.12.2021 IMG_0507b.jpg 6,12 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

impact, landscape, precipitation

10:32:00



Today | brought an old bedspring, the styrofoam the
air-humidifier camein, afew bags of sawdust and
some scrap pieces of plywood to the municipal
recycling center. As| was waiting to mount the
stairs to the scrap metal container, a gray-haired
man wearing blue leather shoes, dark jeansand a
checkered shirt was tipping — with relative ease — a
weight bench over the edge of the container.

the-documents.c



rg Weight Bench
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type date filename size author
photograph 26.07.2021 IMG_7874 .HEIC 1,2MB Michiel De Cleene
category

crash, impact, waste

10:32:00



A Sunday stroll near my parents' house. Along one
of the roads between the fields, old poplars have
been felled. Y oung trees have been planted. Each
one has a baby blue coloured label, identifying them
as Poplar tree, and, more specifically, the ‘Vesten’
cultivar. This cultivar is planted sinceit is one of
the cultivars known for its resistance with regards to
bacteria, diseases and insects. The tags on the trunks
have staples keeping them together. They're like
bracelets. Come spring, the expanding diameter of
the fast growing poplar species’ trunk will tear

them apart.

Sources

Steenackers, M., Schamp, K., & De Clercg, W. (2018). De INBO
variéteiten van populier, een aanwinst voor de Europese populierenteelt.
Slvabelgica: tijdschrift van de koninklijke belgische
bosbouwmaatschappij = bulletin de la société royale forestieére de
belgique, N°4/2018, 40-47. [5].
https://purews.inbo.be/ws/portalfiles/portal/15044340/Dossier_populier_|
NBO_KBBM.pdf

the-documents.c



rg

Populus

filename
type date Handgeschreven_2021-01-
scan 25.01.2021 25_091710.jpg

category
botany, tree, packaging, house, epidemic, family

10:32:00

size
823KB

author
Arnout De Cleene



Fairly detailed map of the two major marble
quarries on theisland of Tinos, Greece. The
spontaneous route-advice was prepared by alocal
marble worker, P.D., in the Kariaregion of the
island on alocally extracted, green marble slab. The
waved lines represent roads traversing uphill, while
the straight lines represent roads following a
contour line of the topography.

‘Tell your friend that the wineisfor girls; it’svery
sweet,” the marble worker alerted my travel

companion K.S. after offering us local sweet wine.
The workshop smelled like boiled meat and bones.

Notes on map from left to right, top to bottom:

Towards Vathi
Quarry
incomprehensible
Towards Vathi Bleu
Isternia

Pirgos

SOUurwWNE

Notes

Mérk Redele pursues projects that fundamentally relate to architecture
and its practice but rarely look like architecture. www.markredele.com

the-documents.c



rg Marmara

type date filename size author
photograph 19.11.2021 marmar_.jpg 3,47 MB Mark Redele
category

book, map/plan, marble, sign

10:32:00



A mostly empty book designed to collect cigar
bands. The bands are glued to the paper at their |eft
side, so the information on the backside, explaining
the image and referring to the seriesit belongs to
and the number of different |abels the series
contains, can be looked up. The book has complete
and incomplete series on Christopher Columbus
(complete), tanks (incomplete), the origins of
civilization (complete), Ancient cultures
(incomplete), fashion (complete), South-American
sculptures (complete), Ancient columns
(incomplete), Nobel Prize Winners (incomplete), an
unclarified series of seven men, most of whom are
‘prof.” or ‘dr.’ (complete / incomplete), design plates
(incomplete), famous Belgians (complete /
incomplete), statesmen (incomplete) and football
players (incomplete). The first page in the book is
used to present two series. The left column presents
the Egyptian dynasty (incomplete). The middle and
right column present a series of bands by the brand
Jubilé on the history of energy in telling scenes and
pieces of machinery.

Series: Energy
Middle column, top to bottom:

*  Thewriting telegraph. Hughes

»  Experiment with a sulphur globe. William
Gilbert

*  Primitive telephone. Philipp Reis

e Wirdesstelegraph.' Guglielo [sic] Marconi

 Thearcof Volta. Sir Humphry Davy

* Fireinthewagon. Thomas Alva Edison

*  Experiments with lightning. Benjamin Franklin

» Cathodefor creating X-Rays. Wilhelm Rontgen

»  Rotating magnetic field. Galileo Ferraris

Right column, top to bottom:

» Electric discharge. William Waitt

*  Magnetic telephone. Antonio Meucci

*  Muscelsreacting to electricity. Luigi Galvani
» Voltaic pile. Alessandro Volta

Notes

1 The scene shows aman standing at a desk, sticking out his hand to an
officer in awindow that reads, in mirror writing: Customs.

2 OneBay acomplete seriesis advertised (15 EUR), with alo-res picture
of the whole collection, including the five bands missing in my
grandfather’s collection. The information on the back, however, is not
given. It leads to a highly speculative history of energy.

A man in agown watching a T-shaped object.

A childin acellar, sitting on astool at atable with gray objects.

A soldier kneeling beside a child, in front of atrain, and in front of a boat.
A low table with agiant cartwheel of sorts and a box.

A vertical object with what seems to be a bell on top.

the-documents.c

» Ogcillating circuit. Guglielo [sic] Marconi

*  Development of the telephone. Graham Bell

»  Telephone, beginning of the 20th century

* Next to hiswirelesstelegraph. Guglielo [sic]
Marconi

» Invention of the incandescent light bulb.
Thomas Alva Edison

* Morse' stelegraph. Samuel Morse

The seriesisincomplete.”



rg A smoker’s history of energy
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type date filename size author
scan 18.08.2021 Document_2021-07-23_160752. jpg 10MB Arnout De Cleene
category

collecting, physics, technology

10:32:00



When | grew up, my parents told me that the
number of raisinsin the local baker’sraisin bread
attested to the result of the most recent soccer match
of KAA Gent. A victory was celebrated by
throwing more raisins into the dough than usual, a
loaf following a painful loss was hardly araisin
bread at al.

the-documents.c

The baker retired long ago. Today my two-year-old
son picked out al the raisins from his slice of bread.
KAA Gent’s last game was atie against Union.



rg Raisins

type date filename size author
photograph 30.12.2021 IMG_9810.HEIC 1,2 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

family, food

10:32:00



What they took for ice that slid down the dam’s the-documents.c¢
slope, appears to be the reason for draining the

reservoir: afissurein the watertight layer. The dam

became unreliable.



rg 12M m3[7/8] A Fissure

type date filename size author
photograph 06.12.2021 IMG_0515b 5,42 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

fissure, landscape, mistake, repair

10:32:01



Theriver swells and eventually overflows, causing the-documents.c
the death of six people and extensive damage:

washed away bridges, damaged homes, submerged

factories, destroyed food stocks, heavily eroded

roads and paths.



rg 12M m3 [3/8] Swell

type date filename size author
photograph 01.12.2021 IMG_0507b.jpg 6,12 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

impact, landscape, precipitation

10:32:01



(* Sice of more than three metersin diameter, sawn
from a Mammoth-tree, given by Californiato

the botanical garden of New York, and presented
there’)

Thiery describes the ‘ patriarchs’ of the plant world.
This dlice of a Sequoia, which fell in 1917 in

Y osemite National Park, is 1694 years old. A
woman of the New Y ork Botanical Institue, where
the dlice of the patriarch is presented, counted the
rings. If onewould look at the picture with a
magnifying glass, Thiery writes in afootnote,

the reader (with good eyes and a fair amount of
knowledge of the English language) would be able
to read the labels indicating the important global
events the tree witnessed. They are transcribed and
trandlated by the author. The end of the Roman
occupation of Great Britain. Columbus arriving in
America. The Declaration of Independence. Thisis
alie: thetext isillegible, even when using
amagnifier.

In the photograph, the dlice, as on view in the New
York Botanical Institute, is presented upright. To
prevent it from rolling away, two small triangular
slices of wood were posited at the left and right side
of the dice. The type of wood of these dlices,

nor the age of the patriarch from which they stem,
are known.

Sources

Thiery, M. Het woud. Een proeve van plantenaardrijkskunde. Gent: De
Garve, s.d., p. 59.

the-documents.c



rg Magnifier

Uit een Mammoet-boom gezaagde schijf van ruim drie Meter
doorsnede, door Californié aan den Plantentuin van New-York
ten geschenke gegeven, en aldaar tentoongesteld.

type date filename size author
scan 04.01.2021 Document_2021-01-04_114324.jpg 3,1MB Arnout De Cleene
category

book, botany, card, tree, scale, sign, mistake

10:32:01



Seven very similar and rudimentary buildings take
in atrapezoid plot of land in Gilly. They are located
between the school on the Rue Circulaire and the
houses along the Rue de I’ Abbaye. The structures
are built of orange brick, concrete structural
elements, whitish steel gates and roofing. Every
garage has its own number, hand-painted in white
on the concrete lintel above each gate. In summer
the roofing gets hot and soft.

the-documents.c



rg Roofing (1)

type date filename size author
photograph 14.04.2021 _44a9887.dng 56,68MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, brick, landscape, parking, roofing, sign

10:32:01



At the beach of Cap d’' Antifer in Normandy one can
find ‘seaglass’ between the pebbles: pieces of
broken glass that have naturally weathered by being
tumbled by the ocean, over and over. Sharp edges
and smooth surfaces vanish. The historical origin of
the glass pebbles (glass bottles, a shipwreck)

erodes. Only the colour of the pebbles givesan
indication of their history, be it vaguely. Varieties
of green sea glass are common, but other colours,
such as red (Shlitz beer bottles) or yellow
(interbellum Vaseline containers), are more rare and
have to be sought after attentively.

It's4.15 PM. Thetideis pushing three people
towards the cliffs.

the-documents.c



rg Seaglass

type date filename size author
photograph 02.05.2022 _44A9615.psd 115,50 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

collecting, sea, waste

10:32:01



At the nuclear waste processing facility. While the -

photographer and the head of the communication the-documents.c
department are making their way from the

processing building to the temporary storage

building, they walk past the central chimney.

‘On the highest of the accessible levels of the
chimney, operators were finding small steel rings.
They gathered them, but soon noticed that new
rings were added. At a certain point at arate of one
ring a day.

[...]

It took them some time to realize what they were, so
they started collecting them by slipping them onto a
piece of rope. By now the rings on the rope span
about this distance [spreads his arms to indicate a
distance of about 1.2m].

[...]

They turned out to be rings that came from pigeon’s
legs.

[...]

On top of our chimney resides a peregrine falcon.
[...]

| was told pigeon fanciers have atendency to givea
peregrine falcon — or any other bird of prey in their
area—ahand at disappearing, but this one took up
residency in the internal perimeter, where —as you
know — accessis severely restricted.’

Notes

First published in: De Cleene, M. Reference Guide. Amsterdam: Roma
Publications, 2019



A peregrine falcon in the internal perimeter

type date filename size author
photograph 02.03.2022 duivenringen_001.jpg 20,04 MB Michiel De Cleene

category
animal, collecting, food, Reference Guide, technology, waste

10:32:02




Because an acquaintance of the family was a
missionary, the postage stamp collection had alarge
quantity of stamps from the Philippines. You had to
boil water, hold the empty envelope above it, wait
until the glue and the missionary’ s saliva loosened
and evaporated, and then gently peel off the stamp.
Then, it was put on a piece of pink blotting paper.
Once dry, the stamp was dlid into atailor-made
booklet.

Between a Horta building’ s facade and King
Baudouin’s portrait, there are exotic fish, religious
scenes, butterflies, and advertisements for NGOs.

Mango is the Philippines national fruit. Pope John
Paul Il visited it in 1995. There was a guerrilla unit
in Northwest Pampanga during WWII.

the-documents.c



rg Another |etter from abroad

type date filename size author
scan 23.01.2022 2022-01-22_213134.png 27,7MB Arnout De Cleene
category

animal, architecture, book, collecting, fruit, sticker

10:32:02



A 250 meter walk away from the seaside. A sign
states in Dutch and French:

‘I NO PARKING !!!

Wrongly parked cars will be chained and only
released upon payment of a € 40 parking fee

The 40 EUR parking fee the sign threatens to
charge is communicated by arelatively new sticker
stuck on an older sign. Underneath the three black
characters (€, 4 and 0) on awhite background,
there'sarelief: 7 characters declaring a parking fee
of 1500 BEF.

1500 BEF equals 37,18 EUR'. In changing
currency, the fee increased by 7,58%.

Notes

1. TheBelgian franc was the currency of the Kingdom of Belgium from
1832 until 2002 when the Euro was introduced. 1 EUR is worth 40,3399
BEF.

the-documents.c



rg Inflation

VERBODEN TE PARKEREN n
8 “Verkeerd geparkeerde‘wagens worden aan
de ketting gelegd en slechts vrijgegeven mits

betalingvan €40 parkeervergoeding

! STATIONNEMENT INTERDIT !!
Les voitures mal garées seront bloquées,
remise sera faite uniquement contre
paiementde €40 frais de stationnement
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type date filename size author
photograph 02.01.2022 _44A4714 .dng 63,15 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, brick, economy, parking, sea, sign, sticker

10:32:02



Shortly after crossing the Thur the couple reaches
their car. They’re freezing. As the sun sets they
drive through the mountai nous landscape.

The heating hurts their fingers.

The next day, they return, but the scene looks
different. I’ swarmer. The Thur appearsto
flow faster.

the-documents.c



rg 12M m3 [8/8] Heating

type date filename size author
photograph 07.12.2021 IMG_0518b.jpg 4,38 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, family, landscape, parking

10:32:02






