


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Seacat, Neptune
In opposition [19/20] — Approximation, Neptune in opposition
[16/20] — Unrest, Neptune in opposition [14/20] — A rolling shed,
Neptune in opposition [13/20] — A foraging fox, Neptune in
opposition [10/20] — Kinship, Neptune in opposition [6/20] — Pier,
Neptune in opposition [5/20] — Magnolia leaves on a cloudy
afternoon, Neptune in opposition [3/20] — Azure, Pipe, Neptune in
opposition [8/20] — Diamonds, Neptune in opposition [3/20] —
Azure, We Welcome Comments, Magnifier, Marmara, Launching
aWebsite, Anraum, Populus, Shoulder, The Events That Took
Place in Grimbergen, YAY HOORAY, The Imaginary Edge of
the Roadway
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 17.11.2022 11:33,
printed on and contains 22 documents on 50 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/17-11-2022-4854/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.
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Coming back from holidays, we were waiting for
the ferry to take us from Ramsgate to Ostend. We
were well on time. Asthe ship entered the harbour,
| asked my parentsif | could take a photograph. It's
the first photograph | recall taking. | remember my
dad telling me to wait long enough for the ship to
get closer. | didn’t. | only got one try.*

It took awhile before the film was developed. |
couldn’t stop imagining what the photograph would
look like: some picturesgue waves in the
foreground, the shining white ship, the red and blue
text on the side, and a cloud filled sky.

Notes

1 Following every holiday, when we got home, the garden and our house
would be photographed with the remaining exposures on the roll of film
in the camera.
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rg Seacat

type date filename size author
scan 10.11.2022 48b_08. jpg 427 KB Michiel De Cleene
category

archive, family, landscape, sea

11:28:43



Sundown at the public observatory in Beisbroek. A
choir of birds mixes with the continuous hiss of the
freeway nearby. The camera captures the receding
colours. The blinds are open; the half domeis
closed.

A documentary approach: moving along atension
between proximity and distance. If the pendulum
swings to either side, it becomes difficult to speak
of the documentary. Proximity without distance,
and distance without proximity, undermineit,
precisely because any approach is then out of the
guestion.

Sources
Excerpt from Towards Civil Dusk (De Cleene De Cleene, 2020)
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rg Neptune in opposition [19/20] — Approximation

type date filename size author
video 04.10.2022 approximation.mp4 176,3 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

animal, architecture, astronomy, automobile, dusk, landscape, Neptune

11:28:59



In Sx Sories from the End of Representation,
James Elkins writes. * Astrophysicists are well
practised in “cleaning up” photographic plates by
adjusting colour and contrast, removing images of
dust, correcting aberrations, restoring lost pixels,
and balancing uneven background illumination.
When it comes to blur, the usual strategy isto
specify what counts as “smooth” and what counts as
“pointlike,” and then refine the image until it
exhibits the required pointlike properties'*. $till,
some astronomic images keep a certain amount of
blur (although it would be technically possible to
delineate them). Elkins continues: * blur does not
need to be a matter of distance from some
hypothetical optimal clarity: it can be afunctional
scale, independent of the viewer’ s notions of clarity
and even of the image itself’?.

On the night of 22 November 2021, | join John
Sussenbach in his backyard while he captures
Neptune.

He invites me to join him and hiswife for dinner. A
prayer. Soup and bread. The images he makes, he
explains, are complex from atemporal point of
view. The light coming from Neptune has travelled
for four hours before it reaches us. Moreover, these
images are not photographs of a singular moment,
but stacked frames of a video-recording. In doing
so, he can, to some extent, eliminate the effects of a
bad ‘seeing’: the negative effect atmospheric
turbulence has on the light that reaches the
telescope.

A bright dot isjumping around on his laptop’s
screen. ‘ That's Neptune’, he says. With hisindex
finger he follows the dot. ‘ That’ s the bad seeing.
That’sthe unrest.’

The next day | send him the photograph | took of
him standing on his ladder, dangerously placed on
the edge of the tarp covering his pool. ‘Nice to see
the open star cluster Pleiades in your photograph’,
he replies. He attaches the image he made that
night: ‘If there would have been a clear storm on
Neptune, it would have shown’.

Sources

Image by John Sussenbach. 22 November 2021 19.00 UT North up
C14 /11 and ASC462MC camera plus ADC, Houten (NL)

1 Elkins, J. Sx Sories fromthe End of Representation. Imagesin Painting,
Photography, Astronomy, Microscopy, Particle Physics, and Quantum
Mechanics, 1980-2000. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2008, 59.

2 Ibid., 62-63.
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rg

Neptune in opposition [16/20] — Unrest

GSC 5247:499 (m 12.66)

22 November 2021 19.00 UT North up
C14 /11 and ASC482MC camera plus ADC

filename
type date nep221121-1900UT-RGB-AS1462MC- size
photograph 30.09.2022 JSussenbach. jpg 74 KB

category
astronomy, encounter, house, mistake, Neptune, physics, technology

11:29:00

Triton (m 1S

J.Sussenbach
Houten (NL)

author
De Cleene De Cleene
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rg Neptune in opposition [16/20] — Unrest

11:29:00



Summer 2019, between the swingset and the mesh
greenhouse, astrophotographer Angelo Van Dagle
closes the observatory. The wheels roll smoothly
across the rails embedded within a concrete sl ab.
His former observatory is now a chicken coop. His
neighbour’ s trees need pruning. The camera
mounted on the exterior of the shed alows him to
see the instrument from inside the house.

the-documents.c



rg Neptune in opposition [14/20] — A rolling shed

type date filename size author
video 28.09.2022 044A7357 _.MOV 950,24 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

architecture, astronomy, encounter, house, Neptune

11:29:01



A first try at using the instrument for making a
recording: excitement as we succeed in pointing the
telescope at the brownish dot afar we just noticed
on the other side of the valley. Asit continues
scavenging, we wait for night to set in.

the-documents.c



rg Neptune in opposition [13/20] — A foraging fox

type date filename size author
video 27.09.2022 2020-05-30-1755_8-CapObj 105,04 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

animal, astronomy, encounter, food, landscape, Neptune, technology

11:29:03



Theory becomes the apparatus. A metonymic
relation. A trope of nearness. Miniscule
gravitational disturbances become known as a
kilometres-long, L-shaped facility. Particle physics:
acircular tunnel beneath the Geneva hinterland.

Somewhere in the early 1970s, our grandfather, a
carpenter by trade, buys a telescope™, installsit on
the lawn, and points it over the hedge. ‘1 remember
seeing the craters on the moon. The rings of
Saturn,” hetold us.

In the shabby plywood box | made to transport the
telescope liesametal ring | ground flat to be able to
attach my camera and focus it on infinity.

The hedge, now three metres in height, shields the
lower part of the sky from sight and needs pruning.

Notes

1 Tasco/ Reg. No. 83140/ 140 Power / Reflection telescope / D=3" /
F=700mm / Coated optics/ Model No. 3TE-R / Japan

2 ‘It never falsto draw you in closer — the moment when you raise apair
of binocularsto your eyes. In that instant, life is magnified clearly; asif
just for you. The curious bird that becomes instantly identifiable. The
night sky that never looked the same after that night. The actual sweat
running down the brow of a sports hero. The sun scattering light across a
clear stream as you trace for signs of a Rainbow trout. These are the
moments of magic that Tasco delivers. Simple, pure and honest. And for
another split-second, you' re struck by the quality of experience weighed
against the value you' d previously placed on “just apair of binoculars.”
Welcometo aworld where, “Seeing is Believing.”’ (Tasco Manifesto).
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rg Neptune in opposition [10/20] — Kinship

size
type date filename 56,09 MB, author
photograph 24.09.2022 _44A4753.dng, _44A4787.dng 49,37 MB De Cleene De Cleene

category
astronomy, family, hand, Neptune, packaging, technology

11:32:21
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rg Neptune in opposition [10/20] — Kinship

11:32:21



As an architectural structure, the pier is fundamental
in observational astronomy: it can be found in the
backyards of amateur observatories, aswell asin
professional ones. This column is a quintessential
part of the physical interventions that are necessary
to distinguish noise from valuable data. The pier
digoints the telescope from the observer, from the
observatory and from the surroundings. Tremors of
passing cars, the astronomer’ s footsteps and coughs,
the neighbour’ s soundsystem: they could result in
an agitated telescope. A falling mug would cause
the instrument to shift lightyears away from its
target.

Notes

e InAugust 2019, | visited Chris De Pauw, an astrophotographer, at home.
He showed me his private observatory. As we were both waiting for
clouds to obscure the sun and get softer light for the photograph, he told
me about the rolling shed, its advantages and the modifications he was
planning on.

On closing the observatory — by rolling the shed over the instrument — he
manoeuvred the instrument into its ‘ park’-position: an azimuth of 160
degrees and an elevation of 8 degrees above the horizon. The shed’s
doors and hinges barely cleared the tel escope.
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rg Neptune in opposition [6/20] — Pier

size
type date filename 55,61 MB, author
photograph 21.09.2022 _44A7375.dng, _44A7394.dng 56,96 MB De Cleene De Cleene

category
architecture, astronomy, encounter, Neptune, technology

11:32:25
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rg Neptune in opposition [6/20] — Pier

11:32:25



While calibrating their telescopes, or dealing with _
unforeseen, cloudy weather, amateur astronomers th e d ocuments.c

tend to trade the far for the not-so-far, and point
their telescopes at their immediate surroundings.

Sources
Excerpt from Towards Civil Dusk (De Cleene De Cleene, 2020)



rg Neptune in opposition [5/20] — Magnolia leaves on a cloudy
afternoon

type date filename size author
video 20.09.2022 2020-09-24-1150_7-CapObj .mp4 79,74 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

astronomy, botany, Neptune, technology, tree, wind

11:32:26



The planet Uranus should have followed a course as
predicted by Newton’s laws. It didn’t. There were
‘residuas’, the 19th-century observers said:
irregular data, which had to be interpreted as
Uranus deviating from the projected trajectory.
They could think of three possibilities. A) The
planet Uranus was too far away from the Sun,
which might render the Law of Gravitation invalid.
B) The observations were incorrect. C) There was
another planet, still further and yet unknown, with
its own gravitational field and pull, causing Uranus
to deviate from its course.

Following hypothesis C, astronomers predicted the
position of a planet with agravitational field,
influencing Uranus, by means of mathematical
calculations. Telescopes were directed to that
calculated spot. There was aluminous point, with a
touch of bright azure blue.
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rg Neptune in opposition [3/20] — Azure

type date filename size author
photograph 18.09.2022 _44A5708.dng 43,48 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

astronomy, automobile, encounter, interference, landscape, map/plan, mathematics, Neptune, physics, technology, mistake

11:32:27



The 48-inch Oschin Schmidt, arenowned reflecting _

telescope at Palomar Observatory, California, was the-documents.c
used for the Palomar Observatory Sky Survey

(POSS), published in 1958, one of the largest

photographic surveys of the night sky.

Based on the man’ s pipe shadow’ s direction, thrown
onto the telescope, there is reason to believe an off-
camera flash was used to make the picture.



rg Pipe

type date filename size author
scan 14.05.2021 Foto_2021-05-18_221027.jpg 2,5MB Arnout De Cleene
category

astronomy, m irror

11:32:34



