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generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.
Your path through the collection lead along Negative sheet
17, negative 36, negative 36,5, License Plate, Negative sheet 02,
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 17.10.2023 15:21,
printed on and contains 18 documents on 40 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/17-10-2023-5468/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes Sources

* DeCleene De Cleeneis Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene. * Briet, S. Qu'est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951.
Together they form aresearch group that focusses on novel ways of » Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from acultural and critical Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.
perspective. *  Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.
www.decleenedecl eene.be / info@decl eenedecl eene.be

e This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish /e covere | HO
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT ((\e Flanders Sowen vomu| GENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects, State of the Art swwonn| - howest

financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.




Photographing the house and the clearing it stood in _
proved difficult. During summer, the nettles and the-documents.c
brambles slowed down the pace. Some plants stung

the elbows. The clearing only became visible when

the sun fell through the opening in the canopy. On

cloudy days the clearing disappeared.

Notes

* ‘Astheorder of indtitutions followsits course, or as huts give way to
villages and then to cities and finally to cosmopolitan academies, the
forests move further and further away from the center of the clearing. At
the center one eventually forgets that oneisdwellingin aclearing. [...]
Y et however wide the circle may get through the inertia of civic
expansion, it presumably retains an edge of opacity where history meets »  PogueHarrison, R. ‘ The Ecology of Finitude', in: id., Forests. Chicago,
the earth, where the human abode reaches its limits.’ 1992, 245.

Sources



rg Negative sheet 17, negative 36, negative 36,5

ODAK 5062 PX KODAK 5062 PX

type date filename size author
scan 11.10.2023 017c_05.jpg 1,48 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

architecture, archive, house, landscape, panorama, tree

09:04:51



During the preparation of aseminar, | reread Pierre
Bayard's Qui a tué Roger Ackroyd? (2008). On the
inside of the back cover, there' san inscription: it
appears | wrote down alicense plate number —
something | have the habit of doing when a
Situation seems suspicious.

In Qui atué Roger Ackroyd?, Bayard analyzes
Agatha Christie’ s famous detective novel The
Murder of Roger Ackroyd (1926). The literary critic
disagrees with detective Hercule Poirot’s
conclusion: Ackroyd's murderer is not the narrator,
James Sheppard, as Poirot would haveit. It'sa
delirious interpretation, ‘ consistant a rechercher
minutieusement desindices, ainterpréter des faits et
aorganiser nos déductions en une construction

d ensemble harmonieuse’ .

The car with license plate number XHD 558 is
unknown to me. | can’t recall what | saw that urged
me to write it down, nor the time or location when |
saw it.

Sources
Bayard, P. Qui atué Roger Ackroyd? Paris: Minuit, 2008.

the-documents.c



rg

License Plate

Christian Oster, Une femme de ménage.
Robert Pinget, L Inquisitoire.

Jean Rouaud, Les Champs d "honneur.
Jean Rouaud, Des hommes illustres.

Jean Rouaud, Pour vos cadeaux.

Inge Scholl, La Rose Blanche.

Claude Simon, L 'dcacia.

Claude Simon, Les Géorgiques.

Claude Simon, L Herbe.

Claude Simon, La Route des Flandres.
Claude Simon, Le Tramway.

Jean-Philippe Toussaint, L Appareil-photo.
Jean-Philippe Toussaint, Faire {‘amour.
Jean-Philippe Toussaint, Fuir.
Jean-Philippe Toussaint, La Salle de bain.
Jean-Philippe Toussaint, La Télévision.
Boris Vian, L 'Automne a Pékin.

Tanguy Viel, L 'Absolue Perfection du crime.
Tanguy Viel, Insoup¢onnable.

Elie Wiesel, La Nuit.

Cet ouvrage a été achevé d'imprimer le quatorze septembre deux mille neul
dans les ateliers de Normandie Roto Impression s.a.s. a Lonrai (61250) (Frunee)
N° d’éditeur : 4774 — N° dimprimeur : 093083 — Dépat légal : septembre 2009

type date filename
scan 15.08.2023 ackroyd.pdf
category

angst, automobile, book, literature

09:04:56

size
431 KB

author
Arnout De Cleene



The architect’ s photographic archive contains seven
images that can be labelled as panoramic pictures.
However, they only appear as such when the
photographs are viewed in the archive, as strips of
negatives. In order to see the panoramic construct,
the viewer needs to be presented with two
consecutive negatives.

There are two kinds of panoramain the archive: the
kind that can only be attributed to akind of laziness
or aneed for efficiency on behalf of the architect,
and another that originates from frugality.

The former type of panoramais created when the
architect is documenting the situation asitis: itis
compulsory to document the context of the building
or lot, as part of a building application. He simply
pivots from left to right, capturing the first and
second photograph consecutively. On the filmstrip a
panorama appears.

The other kind of panoramic picture only appears at
the end of the film role. The last negative on the
film has been exposed (the twenty-fourth or thirty-
sixth), after which he exerts force onto the lever to
move the film forward anyway. Some films are
known to have, by accident, atwenty-fifth or a
thirty-seventh negative. The plastic between the
sprocket holes tears and the film does not advance
enough. The result differs fundamentally from the
other kind of panorama: there is no separation, no
void between the negatives. Rather, there isa dight
overlap. A thin, vertical strip of film that has been
exposed twice, suggesting contiguity that might not
be there. The two exposures might be from
altogether different sites, creating anew situation.

Notes

Based on De Cleene, M. & De Cleene, A. The Stuation asit Is. A
Photonovel in Three Movements. Gent: APE, 2022

the-documents.c



rg Negative sheet 02, negative 5, negative 6
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type date filename size author
scan 27.04.2023 002_17.jpg 1,45 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

architecture, archive, house, mistake, precipitation, family, panorama

09:04:58



Depending on the perspective one chooses to |ook
at the address, the house is adorned or not.

The perspective from the main road is an image
made in August 2020, the website (Google Maps)
says. Our car isin front of the garage. It must be the
end of August. We drive home from the hospital
with the newborn, who doesn’t stop crying. Maybe |
tightened the belts in the car seat too much.
Arriving at our house, we see the slogans and
decorations friends have hung at our front door.

On the sill of the neighbour’ s first floor window,
there’ sabrick that must have fallen from the
second floor facade.

the-documents.c



rg

YAY HOORAY

filename
type date Schermafbeelding 2020-12-31 om size
screenshot 31.12.2020 10.50.02.png 8,7MB

category
automobile, brick, crash, house, map/plan, family

09:05:33

author
Arnout De Cleene



Due to strict regulations during the COVID-19-
pandemic, the yearly vehicle inspection had to be
scheduled by appointment. Getting ready to drive to
the DMV, the car wouldn't start. It had rained
heavily, the preceding days. The day before the
DMV -appointment, water had come running into
the car on pushing the pedals. My socks were wet.

| called the DMV to say | needed to cancel the
appointment and make a new one (but that the car,
besides not being able to drive, was perfectly fine,
vehicle-inspection-wise).

Later that day, we got the engine up and running
again, using jumper cables and a second car, so we
would be able to drive to meet the midwife the
next day.

Sources
Renault Clio. Instructieboekje. 2012. PDF-file

the-documents.c



rg

Battery

ACCU: storing (4/4)
Starten met starthulpkabels

Sluit de starthulpkabels als volgt aan tussen
de twee auto’s:

Controleer of de starthulpkabels, verkrijg-
baar bij uw merkdealer, dik genoeg zijn en in
goede staat verkeren.

Beide accu’s moeten dezelfde span-
ning hebben: 12 volt. De hulpaccu moet
minstens de capaciteit (Ampere-uur, Ah)
hebben van de ontladen accu.

Let erop dat de auto’s elkaar niet raken
(kortsluitingsgevaar als u de pluspolen met
elkaar verbindt) en dat de ontladen accu
goed aangesloten is. Zet het contact af van
uw auto.

Laat de motor van de hulpauto met een mid-
delmatig toerental draaien.

Sluit de positieve kabel A op de steun 7 op
de pluspool 2 (+) van de ontladen accu aan
en daarna op de pluspool 3 (+) van de hulp-
accu.

Sluit de negatieve kabel B aan op de min-
pool 4 (-) van de hulpaccu en daarna op de
minpool 5 (-) van de ontladen accu.

Sluit de kabels A en B uitsluitend aan op
de aangegeven aansluitingen.

Start de motor op de normale wijze. Maak,
zodra hij draait, de kabels A en B in omge-
keerde volgorde (5-4-3-2) los.

Controleer of de kabels A en B

A elkaar nergens raken en of de
S positieve kabel A geen me-
talen delen van de hulpauto

raakt.

Risico van letsel en/of beschadiging van
de auto.

5.31
filename
type date Schermafbeelding 2020-12-30 om size author
screenshot 30.12.2020 20.40.39.png 954KB Arnout De Cleene
category

automobile, crash, epidemic, precipitation, technology, government

09:08:25




The GPS-plotter displays the ship near Keyhaven )
Lake, indefinitely. The sea appears cam, the the-documents.

horizon is level from one perspective.



rg Wheelhouse (replica)

type date filename size author
photograph 20.03.2022 bridge_001.jpg 15,31 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

map/plan, Reference Guide, replica/copy, sea, sticker, trompe l%oeil

09:11:39



A mostly empty book designed to collect cigar _
bands. The bands are glued to the paper at their |eft the-documents.c

side, so the information on the backside, explaining

the image and referring to the seriesit belongs to *  Telephone, beginning of the 20th century
and the number of different labels the series * Nextto hiswirelesstelegraph. Guglielo [sic]
contains, can be looked up. The book has complete Marconi

and incomplete series on Christopher Columbus » Invention of the incandescent light bulb.
(complete), tanks (incomplete), the origins of Thomas Alva Edison

civilization (complete), Ancient cultures * Morse' stelegraph. Samuel Morse
(incomplete), fashion (complete), South-American

sculptures (complete), Ancient columns The seriesisincomplete.

(incomplete), Nobel Prize Winners (incomplete), an
unclarified series of seven men, most of whom are
‘prof.” or ‘dr.’ (complete / incomplete), design plates
(incomplete), famous Belgians (complete /
incomplete), statesmen (incomplete) and football
players (incomplete). The first page in the book is
used to present two series. The left column presents
the Egyptian dynasty (incomplete). The middle and
right column present a series of bands by the brand
Jubilé on the history of energy in telling scenes and
pieces of machinery.

Series: Energy
Middle column, top to bottom:

*  Thewriting telegraph. Hughes

»  Experiment with a sulphur globe. William
Gilbert

*  Primitive telephone. Philipp Reis

e Wirdesstelegraph.' Guglielo [sic] Marconi

 Thearcof Volta. Sir Humphry Davy

* Fireinthewagon. Thomas Alva Edison

*  Experiments with lightning. Benjamin Franklin

» Cathodefor creating X-Rays. Wilhelm Rontgen

»  Rotating magnetic field. Galileo Ferraris

Right column, top to bottom:

» Electric discharge. William Waitt

*  Magnetic telephone. Antonio Meucci

*  Muscelsreacting to electricity. Luigi Galvani
» Voltaic pile. Alessandro Volta

* Ogcillating circuit. Guglielo [sic] Marconi

»  Development of the telephone. Graham Bell

Notes

1 The scene shows aman standing at a desk, sticking out his hand to an
officer in awindow that reads, in mirror writing: Customs.

2 OneBay acomplete seriesis advertised (15 EUR), with alo-res picture
of the whole collection, including the five bands missing in my
grandfather’s collection. The information on the back, however, is not
given. It leads to a highly speculative history of energy.

A man in agown watching a T-shaped object.

A childin acellar, sitting on astool at atable with gray objects.

A soldier kneeling beside a child, in front of atrain, and in front of a boat.
A low table with agiant cartwheel of sorts and a box.

A vertical object with what seems to be a bell on top.



rg A smoker’s history of energy

type date filename size author
scan 18.08.2021 Document_2021-07-23_160752. jpg 10MB Arnout De Cleene
category

collecting, physics, technology

09:11:57



At the end of the day, riding home after work, | find
atext on my hand:

C

D[...]ers

Desk

K

Communication book

‘Diapers, | recall, and stop at the shop to buy them.
Sweat, dust, and manic hand rubbing have rendered
parts of the writing illegible. *C’ isfor Carl, whose
newborn | need to visit as soon as possible.
Sometimes, | can’'t remember what the initial stands
for. | don’t have any friends with names beginning
with aK (who have newborns | need to visit).

Theright hand writes, the left hand serves as the
canvas. The back of the right hand, folded around
the pen, is blank and tells the always already written
on back of the left hand, whose palm never holds a
pen, what to register. Right: an author. Left: a
poem, sunken into the pores.

Back home, | trace ‘Desk’ again, as not to forget to
clean it tomorrow.

the-documents.c



rg What the left hand forgot

type date filename size
photograph 18.07.2022 _MG_7728_.JPG, _MG_7792.JPG size 5,5 MB, 5,7 MB
author

Arnout De Cleene

category
data storage, literature, hand

09:13:02
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rg What the left hand forgot

09:13:02



| recognized it in aflash, the late Jurassic-early
Cretaceous herbivore looming dangerously over the
road | was cycling on. | thought of Some Windy
Trees.!

A utility pole (425638, 07/99, 07/2002, COBRA),
electrical wires, a hawthorn (Crataegus) and an old
man’s beard (Clematis vitalba). A symbiosis.

Notes
1 Delbrouck, V. Some Windy Trees. Loupoigne: Wilderness, 2013.

the-documents.c



| guanodon

type date filename size author
photograph 17.10.2021 IMG_2711.jpg 4,66 MB Michiel De Cleene

category
angst, animal, book, botany, dusk, mistake, tree, trompe l"oeil, wind

09:13:03




A haf aday’swalk from the Fuente Dé teleférico,
there are less and less traces of passers-by. The path
to Sotres suddenly runs through alusher green.

The fence between two pastures keeps the sheep
from crossing and coincides with the border
between two regions. A hole in the fence would
change the landscape’ s hue.

the-documents.c



rg From Asturias, Into Cantabria

W
type date filename size author
photograph 15.05.2021 _MG_9795. jpg 4,6MB Arnout De Cleene

category
animal, landscape, government

09:13:03



December, 1947. Rapid snowmelt coincides with _
torrential precipitation. At the bottom of the Thur the-documents.c
valley, in Wildenstein, the water gathers.



rg 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid Snowmelt

type date filename size author
photograph 29.11.2021 IMG_0504b. jpg 8,68 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

landscape, precipitation

09:13:21



