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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents - if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 17.01.2025 19:25,
printed on and contains 3 documents on 9 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/17-01-2025-6509/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes Sources

* DeCleene De Cleeneis Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene. * Briet, S. Qu'est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951.
Together they form aresearch group that focusses on novel ways of » Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from acultural and critical Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.
perspective. *  Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.
www.decleenedecl eene.be / info@decl eenedecl eene.be

e This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish /e covere | HO
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT (& Flanders Sowen vomu| GENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects, State of the Art swwonn| - howest

financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.




It'stime to have anap. | tilt the window over its -
middle axisto let the butterfly out. A breeze ruffles the-documents.

the drapes. Now, it sits on the glass and throws an
enormous shadow on the yellow cloth.



type date filename
photograph 06.01.2025 _MG_9406.JPG; _MG_9429.JPG
category

animal, cloth, decoration, encounter, family, scale, wind

23:55:07

size
6,1 MB; 10,2 MB

author
Arnout De Cleene
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Anastasio Guzman was a Spanish pharmacist and
naturalist. He spent most of his career in South-
America. He died in 1807 during an expedition in
the Cordillera de Los Llanganates in Ecuador,

in search of the lost treasure of the Incas. Some time
after his death, his colleague Juan José Tafalla
suggested naming a certain genus of plants after

his friend.

Guzmanias are mainly stemless, evergreen,
epiphytic perennials native to Florida, the West
Indies, southern Mexico, Central America, and
northern and western South America.They are
found at altitudes of up to 3.500m in the Andean
rainforests.

The symbols beneath the photographs indicate that
these Guzmanias require full light, but it is advised
to avoid bright sunlight in spring and summer
(HALF WHITE, HALF BLACK SUN),

the compost should be kept moderately moist
during growth, alowing it to dry slightly between
each watering period (HALF FILLED WATERING
CAN). Unlike, for instance, the Grevillea Robusta,
a Guzmania does not require being sprayed
regularly (SPRAY ER). The four digit codeis

the AUCTION CODE: ‘Every product has a code.
This code isindispensable for the trade.’

The COLOURED BAR at the bottom shows the
availability of aplant quarterly. RED means good,
PINK means moderate and WHITE means not
available.

The introduction to this booklet mentions that
‘[p]rinted colours are often not as accurate as the
colours of the plants themselves, whichiswhy it is
possible that colours shown in picturesin this
booklet may be alittle different from the colours of
the real pot plant.’

Sources
Bloemenbureau Holland. Potplanten, pot plants, topfpflanzen, plantes en

pot, piante da vaso, planta en particular 1995/96. Leiden:
Bloemenbureau Holland, 1995.
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type date filename size author
photograph 12.04.2021 _44A0323 .dng 45,38MB Michiel De Cleene
category

book, botany, decoration, precipitation, replica/copy, tree, sign

23:55:07



Gu Eryi’ s Shanghainese operafilm A Sngle Spark
(1959) dramatises a violent confrontation between
indentured labourers and their managers at the
Japanese-owned Naigaiwata Company No. 7 Cotton
Mill in 1925. The film’'s protagonist is Y ang
Guiying, a peasant who moves to Shanghai to join
her daughter only to find her at her last breath on
the factory floor after being brutally beaten by her
supervisor. The incident sparks protests among the
workers at the factory, eventually resulting in one of
them, Gu Zhenghong, being killed by a gunshot
fired by aguard in the heat of the moment. This
further escalates the unrest to a citywide scale,
catalysing the May Thirtieth Movement.

The scenes of workers striking were filmed at
Shenxin No. 9 Cotton Mill, also the location for
another worker-themed film, United Until
Tomorrow (1951). Those of Yang Guiying taking to
the streets in support of anti-imperialism and
patriotism were filmed at the Bund and the area
surrounding Waibaidu Bridge. Asfor Naigaiwata
Company No. 7 Cotton Mill where the events
depicted in the film actually took place, the
enterprise was merged with No. 5 and No. 8 Cotton
Mills after the war and nationalised as Shanghai No.
2 Cotton Mill. Today, the site once occupied by the
mill isaresidential area where a statue of martyr Gu
Zhenghong, first erected in 1959, stands before a
memorial hall that was established in 2008.

Notes

Ho Rui Anisan artist and writer working in the intersections of
contemporary art, cinema, performance and theory. Through lectures,
essays and films, his research examines the relations between labour,
technology and capital across different systems of governance in aglobal
age.

In spring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.
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type date filename size author
collage 05.06.2024 asinglespark.jpg 1,20 MB Ho Rui An
category

architecture, conflict, economy, factory, family, Trigger

23:55:11






