


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Residu, Roofing
(5) — UDI, Roofing (3) — Simon, tu me mangues, Guzmania, A
Seismic Change, Magnifier, Quarry, Desiccation, May 7th, 1992,
Neptune in opposition [3/20] — Azure, Neptune in opposition
[8/20] — Diamonds, The Face of a Chair, Adhesive, Starry sky,
long exposure, Sandersleben (Saxony-Anhalt), 14 April 2023,
Room 3, Negative sheet 16, negative 24, negative 24,5, Roofing
(6) — JEM

13.12.2025



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 13.12.2025 18:22,
printed on and contains 17 documents on 37 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/13-12-2025-6707/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.
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The last couple of days have been dry. Rainis
expected for the weekend. The office buckets are in
place and are empty, except for some residue. Dirt,
sand, afew hairs. Some particles must have come
along with the drops when they made their way
through the roof.

the-documents.c



type date filename author
photograph 07.08.2025 IMG_5108.HEIC Arnout De Cleene

category
architecture, collecting, data storage, precipitation, leakage

17:55:05




The torn off section of roofing on the grass has part
of atext carved init: ‘UDI’ and ‘EN’ are till
legible. It must have come from another roof; the
one shown in the photograph has no missing
sections, nor visible repairs.

Theroofing that is still on the garage shows a
drawing of some kind. A floorplan for a squarish
building with a supporting column along each side,
or the layout for atactical explanation, perhaps.

the-documents.c



rg Roofing (5) — UDI

type date filename size author
photograph 14.04.2021 IMG_6509. jpeg 6,90MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, decoration, fissure, map/plan, parking, roofing, sign

18:11:13



In what order and by whom the various texts and
drawings were carved into the soft roofing is
unclear. To theright of ‘EVA’, aheart symbol and
an arrow (pointing to the left), the roofing reads
‘SIMON TU ME MANQUES'.

The short sentence usually — yet hastily — translates
to ‘Simon, | missyou’. However, in French the
‘you’ (tu) isthe subject and has an activerole,
whereasthe ‘I’ (me) isthe direct object. In short: by
his not being there, Simon actively effectuates hurt
to the one who carved thistext.

the-documents.c



rg Roofing (3) — Simon, tu me manques

)
AT

type date filename size author
photograph 14.04.2021 IMG_6512. jpeg 4,50MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, decoration, fissure, parking, roofing, sign

18:11:34



Anastasio Guzman was a Spanish pharmacist and
naturalist. He spent most of his career in South-
America. He died in 1807 during an expedition in
the Cordillera de Los Llanganates in Ecuador,

in search of the lost treasure of the Incas. Some time
after his death, his colleague Juan José Tafalla
suggested naming a certain genus of plants after

his friend.

Guzmanias are mainly stemless, evergreen,
epiphytic perennials native to Florida, the West
Indies, southern Mexico, Central America, and
northern and western South America.They are
found at altitudes of up to 3.500m in the Andean
rainforests.

The symbols beneath the photographs indicate that
these Guzmanias require full light, but it is advised
to avoid bright sunlight in spring and summer
(HALF WHITE, HALF BLACK SUN),

the compost should be kept moderately moist
during growth, alowing it to dry slightly between
each watering period (HALF FILLED WATERING
CAN). Unlike, for instance, the Grevillea Robusta,
a Guzmania does not require being sprayed
regularly (SPRAY ER). The four digit codeis

the AUCTION CODE: ‘Every product has a code.
This code isindispensable for the trade.’

The COLOURED BAR at the bottom shows the
availability of aplant quarterly. RED means good,
PINK means moderate and WHITE means not
available.

The introduction to this booklet mentions that
‘[p]rinted colours are often not as accurate as the
colours of the plants themselves, whichiswhy it is
possible that colours shown in picturesin this
booklet may be alittle different from the colours of
the real pot plant.’

Sources
Bloemenbureau Holland. Potplanten, pot plants, topfpflanzen, plantes en

pot, piante da vaso, planta en particular 1995/96. Leiden:
Bloemenbureau Holland, 1995.
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rg Guzmania

type date filename size author
photograph 12.04.2021 _44A0323.dng 45,38MB Michiel De Cleene
category

book, botany, decoration, precipitation, replica/copy, tree, sign

18:11:37



