


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 13.12.2025 17:53,
printed on and contains 16 documents on 35 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/13-12-2025-6705/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.
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The last couple of days have been dry. Rainis
expected for the weekend. The office buckets are in
place and are empty, except for some residue. Dirt,
sand, afew hairs. Some particles must have come
along with the drops when they made their way
through the roof.

the-documents.c



type date filename author
photograph 07.08.2025 IMG_5108.HEIC Arnout De Cleene

category
architecture, collecting, data storage, precipitation, leakage

17:47:27




It'stime to have anap. | tilt the window over its _
middle axisto let the butterfly out. A breeze ruffles the-documents.c

the drapes. Now, it sits on the glass and throws an
enormous shadow on the yellow cloth.



type date filename
photograph 06.01.2025 _MG_9406.JPG; _MG_9429.JPG
category

animal, cloth, decoration, encounter, family, scale, wind

17:49:37

size
6,1 MB; 10,2 MB

author
Arnout De Cleene
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17:49:37



Besides the scale indicating the length in
centimeters, and the marks made by using it, a
folding ruler displays other marks. These are the
marks found on the weber broutin www.weber -
broutin.be folding ruler, from left to right:

2m (in aframe, between 1cm and 2cm);
indicating the total length of the folding ruler.
a hexagon, barely visible, punched into

the wood (between 2cm and 3cm); unknown
signification.

LUXMA (in aframe, between 4cm and 5¢cm);
the manufacturer of the folding ruler (different
from the company who ordered the folding
ruler, their (the company’s, i.c. weber-
broutin’s) name is printed on the sides of
theruler, and is only readable when the ruler is
folded together for at least 50% (=1m).

[l (in an oval, between 6cm and 7cm);
indication of the preciseness of the scalein
centimeters, with ‘I’ in roman numbers
meaning the most precise, and ‘ IV’ in roman
numbers meaning the least precise. (It is
therefore not entirely certain that the ‘111" on
weber-broutin’s folding ruler can actually be
found between 6cm and 7cm.)

D 99 (in an oval, probably between 7cm and
8cm, see argument mentioned above);
unknown signification.

1.1.60 (in an oval, probably between 7cm and
8cm, beneath D 99), signification unknown.
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rg Measures
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filename
type date Handgeschreven_2020-12- size author
scan 26.12.2020 26_153034 . jpg 659KB Arnout De Cleene

category
scale, sign, mistake, mathematics

17:49:46



| bought my son a gift while abroad: atoy turtle
named Essie whose perforated shield projects stars
onto the ceiling in blue, green or amber. *8 actual
star constellations', the box proclaims.

The manual explains how to power up the turtle and
what the four buttons on Essie’ s back do. The small
document (recto: Chinese, verso: English)
concludes with some ‘Words from Little Turtle
ESSIE’. Init the turtle shifts from direct speech to
illeism* and back.

Notes
1 Theact of referring to oneself in the third instead of first person.

the-documents.c



rg Essie

15 of buttons of my body:

: batteries;

1's body will bring yon infinite surprise, ploase

; please da not bite me of throw me on the sround
7with you and go off to dreamland together with the wonderful music!

4

type date filename size author
photograph 17.12.2020 _44A8424 _dng 50,6MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, astronomy, Bahrain, manual, family

17:51:12



At the State Archivein Kortrijk, I am leafing
through a 1955 photo album of the construction of
the provisiona church in Lokeren by the famous
furniture company Kunstwerkstede De Coene.
Gigantic wooden, prefabricated beams structure
the building. It iscold. An old man in agrey suit
shuffles between the racks to ook up the date of
birth of his great great grandmother. Snow covers
the unfinished provisional roof. A bus passes,

I reckon, through the pouring rain.

the-documents.c



r Album

type date filename size author
audio 22.12.2020 VP100184 .MP3 1,8MB Arnout De Cleene
category

archive, architecture, book, data storage, De Coene, precipitation

17:51:53



All chairs are empty, but all face something
different. The bottom photograph shows empty
chairs facing empty desks. In the middle picture,
empty chairs face each other (underneath

the inaudible sound of the cinema above). In the top
photograph, the chairs seem to be facing the
photographer. However, the altar’ sin front of the
photographer. He stands at the back of

the provisional church. The chairs face the
photographer and have turned their backs to

the altar.

Sources

Revue Héraclite, 5 (1), april 1936, p. 7, paper, from the archive of
architect O. Clemminck.
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rg The Face of a Chair

type date filename size author
scan 14.12.2020 Document_2020-12-14_164943.pdf 4,2MB Arnout De Cleene
category

automobile, architecture, archive, 0. Clemminck

17:51:58



