


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Residu, Nap,
Interviews with residents of Sandersleben, no specific location,
2023 [1], Investment, Knee, Sea glass, Shelter, Slightly Askew
(1), Slightly Askew (2), Starry sky, long exposure, Sandersleben
(Saxony-Anhalt), 14 April 2023, Straight in the morning, curvy in
the afternoon, Wayhbill, Weight Bench, Quarry, Roofing (1)

13.12.2025



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 13.12.2025 17:46,
printed on and contains 15 documents on 35 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/13-12-2025-6703/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.
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The last couple of days have been dry. Rainis
expected for the weekend. The office buckets are in
place and are empty, except for some residue. Dirt,
sand, afew hairs. Some particles must have come
along with the drops when they made their way
through the roof.

the-documents.c



type date filename author
photograph 07.08.2025 IMG_5108.HEIC Arnout De Cleene

category
architecture, collecting, data storage, precipitation, leakage

17:42:19




It'stime to have anap. | tilt the window over its _
middle axisto let the butterfly out. A breeze ruffles the-documents.c

the drapes. Now, it sits on the glass and throws an
enormous shadow on the yellow cloth.



type date filename
photograph 06.01.2025 _MG_9406.JPG; _MG_9429.JPG
category

animal, cloth, decoration, encounter, family, scale, wind

17:42:33

size
6,1 MB; 10,2 MB

author
Arnout De Cleene
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17:42:33



Freely adapted from interviews with residents of
Sandersleben (Saxony-Anhalt). Three-act play. The
first two acts take place in the present day; the third
isset in the future.

FromAct1‘The Town of S, Scene 2 ‘The Past’.
Characterss MR DUNST club member I, OLIVER
club member 11, ANJA young mother

Notes

e Stillsfrom text animation S. Anders Leben. Eine Handlung in
Gespréchen/S. Anders Leben — Living Differently: An Actin
Conversations

e Stephanie Kiwitt (1972) is an artist based in Halle (Saale), Germany.
Utilizing alarge number of images, various perspectives and also textual
elements, she is known for her insightful photography that explores
spaces emblematic of contemporary phenomena. Over the past three
years, she has focused on evolving habitatsin rural areas, photographing
traces of transformation and conducting interviews in Saxony-Anhalt, the
region she moved to in 2020. From 2018 to 2020, Kiwitt was a guest
lecturer at the LUCA School of Artsin Brussels.

e Inspring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.
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rg Interviews with residents of Sandersleben, no specific
location, 2023 [1]

HERR DUNST People here often mention the term

THE PAST. Was it really like that? What from that era is
worth keeping? The concept of ‘future’ seems to offer
little inspiration here.

oLIVER | used to think it was nice being able to shop
and go to the cinema here. But that changed once
| started driving. It was just the way things evolved.

ANJA Life has changed.

oLiver We’'ll find a way to adapt.

ANJA Change is the only constant. The world will con-
tinue to evolve, and so will this place.

oLivER We still have some time before that happens.

type date filename size author
collage 13.06.2024 1-The PAST.jpg 301 KB Stephanie Kiwitt
category

economy, encounter, rural area, Trigger

17:42:37



The oldest coin in the collection has darkened over
time, but upon inspection, the text ‘AD USUM
BELGII AUSTR’ (left) and the contours of a
(female) head (right) can be discerned. A quick
search learns it stems from the middle of the 18th
century. The coin was made and used in the
Austrian Netherlands, reigned by Maria Theresa,
who is the one depicted. My mother recollects
finding it in the backyard when she was akid.

About 40 years later, the euro was introduced. The
ringbinder with my mother’s coin collection was
taken from the shelf. A dilemma cameto the fore:
we wondered if we should keep one of each existing
Belgian coin and banknote and put them in the
binder, alongside Maria Theresa, or if we should
exchange them for the new European currency. The
decision to keep a coin of five Belgian francs was
not difficult to make, but as the amount raised, the
answer was increasingly hard to give. Thiswas an
assessment of the old currency’s emotional and
projected historical value, compared to its current
financia worth. It was a decision based on
investment principles.

To accentuate the value of the Maria Theresa
kronenthaler of 1 liard, | put the coin on a pile of
red post-it-notes when photographing it. Coinslike
these are sold on eBay for prices ranging from 0,70
eurosto 16 euros.
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type date filename size author
photograph 29.07.2021 _MG_6826.JPG; _MG_6825.JPG 6,7MB; 7,7MB Arnout De Cleene

category
archaeology, economy, family, numismatics, collecting

17:42:47
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rg | nvestment

17:42:47



The scientific exactitude sought for in the
Iconographie de la Salpétriere and the Nouvelle
Iconographie de la Salpétriere, the (in)famous
scientific publications stemming from Paris
psychiatric hospital La Salpétriéere (1876-1918),
lead to an abundance of photographic imagesin
their pages. The photographs' ideal: ‘ Trace
incontestabl e, incontestablement fidéle, durable,
transmissible’ . The ambition of exactitude results
in cold, and often cruel depictions of patients. In the
digitized version of the Sorbonne library’s copies,
some photographs have left an imprint on the
opposite page. The knee of Charles, ‘le géant’, adds
an unwanted layer upon its measures on the
opposite page, while the photograph of the knee
itself losesink.?

Sources

1 Didi-Huberman, G. Invention de |’ hystérie. Paris: Macula, 2014, 72.

2 Launais, P.-E., Roy, P., ‘Gigantisme et infantilisme’, Nouvelle
Iconographie de la Salpétriere, Tome XV, 1902, 548, pl. LX VI, online:
https://patrimoine.sorbonne-universite.fr/fonds/item/2613-nouvel le-
iconographie-de-la-sal petriere-tome-15?offset=6
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rg Knee
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filename
type date Pagina®s van CS_000015 015_pdf- size author
scan 01.09.2023 2._.pdf 184 KB Arnout De Cleene

category
archive, book, interference, medicine, replica/copy

17:42:50
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rg

Knee

NOUVELLE |CONOGRAPHIE DE LA SALPETRIERE,

Cliche Infrom

GIGANTISME ET INFANTILISME
(‘P..E. Launois el Pierre Roy).

Le genou du géant Charles

(Genw valgum tardif et persistance a I'ige de 30 ans

17:42:50

T. XV. Pl. LXVI

Phototypie Berthand, Paris



At the beach of Cap d’' Antifer in Normandy one can
find ‘seaglass’ between the pebbles: pieces of
broken glass that have naturally weathered by being
tumbled by the ocean, over and over. Sharp edges
and smooth surfaces vanish. The historical origin of
the glass pebbles (glass bottles, a shipwreck)

erodes. Only the colour of the pebbles givesan
indication of their history, be it vaguely. Varieties
of green sea glass are common, but other colours,
such as red (Shlitz beer bottles) or yellow
(interbellum Vaseline containers), are more rare and
have to be sought after attentively.

It's4.15 PM. Thetideis pushing three people
towards the cliffs.
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rg Seaglass

type date filename size author
photograph 02.05.2022 _44A9615 . psd 115,50 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

collecting, sea, waste, hand

17:42:52



The pathsin the valley of the Bayehon are covered
with ice. We are making our way down towards the
valley of the Ghaster. The temperature is minus 15
degrees Celsius. The water in our drinking bottlesis
frozen. We are betting on the shelter indicated on
the map (Au Pied des Fagnes, Carte De
Promenades, 1:25.000, Institut Geographique
National) to pitch our tent. There is almost no wind,
but every breath of air feels like we're being hit
with a thousand needles. What the map indicates as
a shelter appears to be apicnic table.
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rg

Shelter

filename
type date Handgeschreven_2021-02- size
scan 14.02.2021 14_142153. jpg 2,1MB

category
map/plan, mistake, scale, sign, wind, precipitation

17:43:02

author
Arnout De Cleene



