


org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and

generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.
Your path through the collection lead along Moulds for
speculation, Index, Une étoile est-elle un document?, Lemon, Une
étoile est-elle un document?, Dust, Backpack, This Year's Model,
We Welcome Comments, Quarry, A Seismic Change, Dome, A
Seismic Change, Shelter, Marmara, Shelter, Anraum, Mammoth
Tree and the Golden Spurs

13.09.2022



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents - if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 13.09.2022 11:16,
printed on and contains 18 documents on 38 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/13-09-2022-4363/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes Sources

* DeCleene De Cleeneis Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene. * Briet, S. Qu'est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951.
Together they form aresearch group that focusses on novel ways of » Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from acultural and critical Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.
perspective. *  Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.
www.decleenedecl eene.be / info@decl eenedecl eene.be

e This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish /e covere | HO
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT (& Flanders Sowen vomu| GENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects, State of the Art swwonn| - howest

financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.




In Veurne, at the bakery museum, old speculaas
moulds are presented in an almost religious fashion.
Looking at these wooden blocks, they appear to be
the negatives to Romanesqgue scul ptures.

How doesit feel to be conserved and showcased
when your nature is to be atool? What would it
mean to re-use them, to fill those empty molds, to
shape something new without altering the matrix, to
project what it would be like, to try out recipes and
different baking, to learn from it and enjoy the
results together? What scenes are even depicted?
We lost part of their meaning, we could dig further,
browse the books, ask our grandparents and
collectively invent whatever narrative they might
hold.

Notes

Clementine Vaultier' sinterests, although trained as a ceramist, are in the
warm surroundings of the fire rather than the production it engenders.

the-documents.c



filename
type clementine_mold_for_speculation.JP size author
photograph 12.09.2022 EG 1,5 MB Clémentine Vaultier

category
archaeology, collecting, decoration, food

10:28:52




In John Berger and Jean Mohr’ s groundbreaking
book Another Way of Telling, the index at the end
gives information on the images printed throughout
the book. Most of them are Jean Mohr’s. In the
section ‘If each time...” —awordless sequence of
images which aims to develop an alternative way of
telling a story — some images are referenced as
‘documents’. The information is sparse. On page
138, the index states, thereis a‘Document, detail’.
It features a closeup of aknitted piece of fabric. It
appears to be the same picture as seen on the first
page of the section (p. 135), whereiit is printed
beneath another image — a photo by Mohr of hands
knitting. On this occasion, the image is indexed

as ‘Document’.

Sources

Berger, J. & J. Mohr. Another Way of Telling. London / New Y ork:
Writers and Readers, 1982.
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rg

| ndex

113 Baby at breast (photo: Saul Landau)

123 Boy sleeping, May 25, 1912, Budapest (photo: André Kertesz)
125 Friends, September 3, 1917, Esztergan (photo: André Kertesz)
127 Lovers, May 15, 1915, Budapest (photo: André Kertesz)

If each time . . .
(All photos are by Jean Mohr unless otherwise indicated. )

135
135
136
137
138
139
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
156
157
158
158
159
160

type
scan

category
book, cloth

J.’s hands

Document

A spring, Haute-Savoie

A spring in the alpage, Haute-Savoie
Document, detail

In a meadow, Val d’Aoste

Document, Russian painting

Village in the Tatry Mountains, Poland
Poland

Mother and child’s hand, Great Britain
Poland

Document

A spring

J.’s hands

Paris

Tunisia

Geneva, bird tracks

School in the Township of Mieussy
Rabbit skeletons, Haute-Savoie

Ibid

Katya (photo: John Berger)

School

Foundation of a chalet, Norway
Document

Children going to the dairy, Fribourg, Switzerland
On the road to Sommand, Haute-Savoie
Ibid

Six in the morning at the dairy, Haute-Savoie

date filename size
18.02.2021 Document_2021-02-18_092842. jpg 541KB

10:53:36

author
Arnout De Cleene



In the introduction to her book Qu’ est-ce que la
documentation?, French ‘documentalist’” Suzanne
Briet asks what a document is. In a scrappy scan of
her book | found online I am highlighting almost
everything she writes. Is a star adocument? Briet
saysitisn't. But the catalogues and photographs of
stars are. When | quickly opened the file with
Apple's‘Preview’ application to check the above

paraphrase, the highlighted sentences were illegible.

Notes
Briet iscited in Lisa Gitelman’s Paper Knowledge (2014).

the-documents.c

Sources

Briet, S. Qu’ est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951. Online:
http://martinetl free.fr/suzannebriet/questcequel adocumentati on/bri et. pdf



Une étoile est-elle un document?

filename
type date Schermafbeelding 2021-05-13 om
screenshot 17.05.2021 11.41.58.png

category
astronomy, book, mistake, replica/copy

10:58:40

author
De Cleene De Cleene




Depending on the language one chooses, the
Wikipedia entry for ‘document’ shows a different
picture. The French-language page shows what
appears to be a Slovenian thesis written in 1984.
The caption statesit is a‘book of Czechoslovak
computer science author Kvétoslav Soustal about
computer networks' . The image was uploaded by
Kelovy, a Slovakian mushroom-picker.

The anonymous hand rests on alemon-yellow
tablecloth, on which ayellow book and a blue
binded file lie. The top left corner is the most
intriguing, however: the tablecloth seemsto be
draped over alemon, alongside a drinking glass.
The cloth, however, does not get shaped

by the lemon. Nor does the shadow-side of the
lemon coincide with the shadow the other
documents throw on the tablecloth. A closer look

seems to indicate that the lemon isin fact an image

of alemon, printed on a plastic napkin.
The Russian wikipedia shows the image of alease

agreement. The German wikipediafor ‘ document’
istext only.

Sources

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Document#/media/Fichier: KVETOSLAV_S

OUSTAL_BOOK.JPG, created October 3, 2006 / original in original:
paper, 1984

the-documents.c



rg

Lemon

SLOVENSKA VYSOKA SKOLA TECHNICKA V BRATISLAVE
USTAV VYPOCTOVEJ TECHNIKY

Ing. Kuétoslav Soustal

E SIETE
OKALNE POCITACOV
; (ICH PRINCIPY A FUNKCIE)

i AR ; o y T "
AT G & Ay 77y BT e 5
i 0 3 1 5. sl
type date filename size author
photograph 23.12.2020 KVETOSLAV_SOUSTAL_BOOK. JPG 956KB Arnout De Cleene

category
book, encyclopaedia, fruit, food, trompe 1'oeil, cloth, manual, technology

10:59:24



In the introduction to her book Qu’ est-ce que la
documentation?, French ‘documentalist’” Suzanne
Briet asks what a document is. In a scrappy scan of
her book | found online I am highlighting almost
everything she writes. Is a star adocument? Briet
saysitisn't. But the catalogues and photographs of
stars are. When | quickly opened the file with
Apple's‘Preview’ application to check the above

paraphrase, the highlighted sentences were illegible.

Notes
Briet iscited in Lisa Gitelman’s Paper Knowledge (2014).

the-documents.c

Sources

Briet, S. Qu’ est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951. Online:
http://martinetl free.fr/suzannebriet/questcequel adocumentati on/bri et. pdf



Une étoile est-elle un document?

filename
type date Schermafbeelding 2021-05-13 om
screenshot 17.05.2021 11.41.58.png

category
astronomy, book, mistake, replica/copy

11:03:53

author
De Cleene De Cleene




Ten years ago, in November, | drove up to Frisia—
the northernmost province of The Netherlands. |
was there to document the remains of air
watchtowers: a network of 276 towers that were
built in the fifties and sixties to warn the troops and
population of possible aerial danger coming from
the Soviet Union. It was very windy. The camera
shook heavily. The poplars surrounding the
concrete tower leaned heavily to one side.

| drove up to the seaside, afew kilometers farther.
The wind was still strong when | reached the grassy
dike that overlooked the kite-filled beach. | exposed
the last piece of film left on the roll. Strong gusts of
wind blew landwards.

Months later | didn’t bother to blow off the dust that
had settled on the film before scanning it. A
photograph without use, with low resolution, made
for the sake of the archive's completeness.

The dust on the film appears to be carried
landwards, by the same gust of wind lifting the kites.

the-documents.c



rg Dust

type date filename size author
photograph 06.09.2021 LWT-Oudemirdum0002.tif 28,17 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

architecture, archive, data storage, landscape, sea, wind

11:03:58



_44A6588.dng

At 13:26:43 | took a photograph of a concrete
building without windows in an industrial zone just
south of Brussels.

_44A6590.dng
At 16:46:15 | photographed a succession of office
buildingsin the same industrial zone.

_44A6589.dng

I must have walked about 1 kilometer between the
concrete building without windows and the section
of the industrial zone with the offices. At 13:43:49,
the camera, safely stored in my backpack, recorded
0.4 seconds of the 20 minutes it took me to get
there.

In The Shows of Venice, Alexander Kluge wonders
whether he can take the liberty to conjure up what
the sky looked like on 31 December 1799, as
Schiller made his way to Goethe’ s house. He goes
on by saying that, historically, there’'sa‘LACK OF
SENSORY ATTENTION AT CRUCIAL
MOMENTS .! There are exceptions, though, like
the cameraman that was sent out to document the
fireworks on New Y ear’ s Day 2000. The camera
was turned on prematurely. The batteries were used
up by midnight, but ‘ certain gray tones, however,
filtered through the cracks of its protective case,
conveyed the motion of the walking cameraman, the
transportation. The incompletely shut, low-
information container was documented exactly [...]
To thisday it provides inexact testimony as to the
qualities of the leather of atwenty-first century
carrying case and the precise sensitivity to light and
dark demonstrated by a twenty-first century
recording medium.’?

Sources
1 Lerner, B., Kluge, A. The Shows of Venice. Leipzig: Spector Books,

2018, p. 53
2 lbid.
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type date filename size author
photograph 15.02.2022 _44A6589.dng 37,87 MB Michiel De Cleene

category
architecture, data storage, mistake, packaging, technology

11:04:43




‘Because there is akind of technological beauty
toit.

[...]

‘Y es, a perfect combination of the analogous on the
one hand, and a kind of state of the art-futuristic
cool on the other hand. It was elegant (unlike audio-
cassettes), you could see the disc upon which your
music was written (unlike the unfathomable MP3),
it was less fragile than a CD(-R), and conveniently
sized (you could hold it in the palm of your hand,
dlip it into your pocket). It had akind of Mission
Impossible-esque gadget fedl to it. It had the aura of
being permanently ahead of itstime, but not in afar-
fetched sci-fi kind of way. It wasreal.’

[...]

Y ou mean the clicks. Yes, it had a sound of its
own. A pleasant sound — the hard plastic hitting the
hard plastic sleeve. The dlidable, uhm, metal thing.
The small read/write handle at the side. The small
disc that was just alittle bit loose. It —without being
played — looked, felt and sounded like, like data,
yes, like palpable data.’

[...]

‘Not any more.’

[...]

‘My uncle’' s Elvis Costello This Year’'s Model LP
with way too little bass-sounds. Watching the
detectives, to be precise.’

the-documents.c



rg

ThisYear's Model

filename
type date Handgeschreven_2020-12-
scan 26.12.2020 26_141512.3jpg

category
data storage, music, technology, family

11:05:09

size
608KB

author
Arnout De Cleene



Robert Nemiroff and Jerry Bonnell’s lesser known -
project (R.N. and J.B. being the creators of the-documents.c
Astronomy Picture of The Day), was making

websites containing over amillion of digits of

square roots of irrational numbers, e.g. seven. ‘ They

were computed during sparetimeon aVAX apha

class machine over the course of aweekend. [...]

We believe these are the most digits ever computed

for the square root of seven on or before 1 April

1994." Elsewhere, R.N. states: ‘ They are not

copyrighted and we do not think it islegally

justifiable to copyright such abasic thing as the

digits of acommonly used irrational number.’ If

one wanted to get a copy of the 10 million digits of

the square root of the number e R.N. and J.B.

computed in their spare time, one can send an email

to R.N. at nemiroff @grossc.gsfc.nasa.gov.

Sources
https://apod.nasa.gov/htmitest/gifcity/sqrt7.1mil

https://apod.nasa.gov/htmitest/rjn_dig.html
https://apod.nasa.gov/htmltest/rjn.html



rg We Welcome Comments

What follows are the first 1 million digits of the square root of 7. Actually,
slightly more than 1 million digits are given here. These digits were computed
by Robert Nemiroff (George Mason University and NASA Goddard Space Flight
Center) and checked by Jerry Bonnell (University Space Research Association and
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center). They were computed during spare time on a
VAX alpha class machine over the course of a weekend. We do NOT guarantee the
accuracy of these digits. Although these digits have been checked once we
encourage others to check them as well. We believe these are the most digits
ever computed for the square root of seven on or before 1 April 1994. 1If
anyone is aware of more digits we ask them to please alert us of their
existence. We have computed at least 10 million digits of the square root of
two as well as several digits of the number e and the square roots of other
numbers. These are available on this mosaic server (URL:
http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/htmltest/rjn.html). We welcome comments.

- Robert Nemiroff and Jerry Bonnell

The square root of seven =

2.6457513110645905905016157536392604257102591830824501803683344592010688232302
83627760392886474543610615064578338497463095743529888627214784427390555880107722
71715072972832389229968959486508726070097805420372382802371594110034193911600157
85255963059457410351523968027164073737990740415815199044034743194536713997305970
05051399692237545616097119027378154991633288287704000657570674651963497752083793
81811461309087647378659562433057994798128163230705483650107715617946361191553454
53647749482059309049484983403398900210478616673327950369392462257170537164925787
54832290732492671346980298949908037748251109227895568897919808814834090831685251
33535829539172211770714414974576907081989444441458972284741400303502353203719487
07382629318519364090832280596462783761021959794197089096354695861341181793067816
21360849101677835321255633463490021898146042255929503669562418692737327715022087
52309966469813203212818945478568020950635962446628550076190504139350447437123488
52233277362510045059621080672334698120004300514490251206257311759115423194459672
60497833404344683725636178255048160879406205511486397833055016369470076387773745
19511658095220474202064982102444056001996590904100285534069110102261166807200774
83070332613842826296809502470794656496344336830519708820348050486447262317930876
95722489377521119788376007845603903658809421599292501057753682356001720074065236
92473209967419778002535708540617794442886681589731184938101638162073015642647016
29841099690071341323798188477647769954391111945967670336972452475367740100245826
51593077528163005479339717508017899520565284447796194304512502890432970610508746
04492966897542257133380633247034508888234275409806214511439553803393190705392738
14520604335238180389333294731479058055670704161068722878104529957696633035133295
04704245502510500789645502552271857923370921821991843932537781386785650143790894
13002099040860186605228131329821735251716419633617853080179022873400337109527257
36428650922035916343820273976336550966714177816292894279884853951076819102168116
99677176780863793410667897509217050421558644370687652934899322442240273649792906
66842070305782257110537944215790013280304078494579431518120466309284152592404683
65282802722458530778415894238973955590959563491357495109757674781975590533726939
36521431268222909570986506137179452721677198255442288046052307455488310813325041
49932783468182066583447383366862454456169497251774270254688591746231942309355060
38899235355634465872922507362228284298215287903623847595555861643755472027361518
00826144981691174794610631845652307625691344410868551999982851633960745717970829
72776495645142655658205126240305961633868338746134237463526431296594527010213721
72174899143552932049575097114259427207988929665230498875939525378121455723193310
30690840194942118708515205734116214105775416917245804962369512932926647583857193
34312550616097509003957512063487575979549295499224726634074018815634940531052960
44658755646209433389479417623956283563497138016947322200667916212934359736711005
87608647371575881684122969500862937088695418127695765706218647593705890746227177
67431598986793495542319038774222444613699306088875639565284339127439923238796883
29062070715981239181401975323766238742188337107032853227711421862644792384439312
30317870021802156263998733847453103345993606899837633245900690816758898827355721
30478851132714468724152035311133859228865134587481955304126432221367858385542359

filename
type date Schermafbeelding 2021-05-01 om size author
screenshot 01.05.2021 16.44.39.png 340KB Arnout De Cleene

category
astronomy, archive, data storage, irrational numbers, mathematics

11:06:23



On May 6th 2020, 14h06 and 31 seconds, the
Belgian Seismological Institute records an
earthquake with a 1,7 magnitude in the region of
Braine-Le-Compte. Three reactions from peoplein
the neighbourhood, filed by the Institute, confirm
the official seismological recordings. The Institute’s
website classifies the earthquake as a‘ quarry blast’.

Sources
http://seismol ogie.be/nl/sei smol ogi e/aardbevingen-in-belgie/fen130qj 10

the-documents.c



rg Quarry
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type date filename size author
screenshot 16.02.2021 9980.png 45KB Arnout De Cleene
category

data storage, interference, map/plan, scale, seismology, technology

11:12:31



The road down from the top of Mount Vesuvius,

at Atrio Del Cavaillo. The sun sets. The last tourist
bus has headed down. Then the headlights of

the guardian’s car swing their way down. It must be
freezing. | am holding an orange-sized piece of
petrified lava, probably stemming from the 1872 or
1944 eruption. A kilometer further down the road,
the old Observatory is empty. Nowadays, moni-
toring seismic changesis done in aresearch centre
in the city of Naples. Their seismographic regis-
trations can be followed online, in real time. Two
headlights swirling along the slopes, underneath me,
are coming upwards.

the-documents.c



rg A Seismic Change

type date filename size author
audio 15.01.2021 A seismic change.mp3 862KB Arnout De Cleene
category

automobile, data storage, dusk, seismology, Vesuvius

11:13:09



A visit to the Royal Observatory of Belgium, in
Ukkel. Most of the domes are damaged and need
repairing. Only afew telescopesarein use. It is
difficult to find a good spot from which to film
the site. When we asked the people at the Royal
Meteorological Institute — the Observatory’s
neighbouring institution — if we could access their
building’ s roof to film the observatory, the answer
was‘no’.

the-documents.c

Notes

I (M.D.C.) remember there was afire nearby. We couldn’t see

the flames, but atall dark plume of smoke rose above the trees lining the Sources

site. We didn't insist any longer and ceased our attempt to access the Kesteloot, J. Leerboek van Cosmografie voor Middelbaar en Lager
roof, hoping we might find a good spot to film the smoke with adome in Normaal Onderwijs (derde vermeerderde uitgave). Brugge: FirmaKarel
the foreground. Beyaert, 1948.



rg Dome

type date filename size author
scan 15.05.2021 Foto_2021-05-18_205934.jpg 2,1MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

architecture, astronomy

11:13:49



The road down from the top of Mount Vesuvius,

at Atrio Del Cavaillo. The sun sets. The last tourist
bus has headed down. Then the headlights of

the guardian’s car swing their way down. It must be
freezing. | am holding an orange-sized piece of
petrified lava, probably stemming from the 1872 or
1944 eruption. A kilometer further down the road,
the old Observatory is empty. Nowadays, moni-
toring seismic changesis done in aresearch centre
in the city of Naples. Their seismographic regis-
trations can be followed online, in real time. Two
headlights swirling along the slopes, underneath me,
are coming upwards.

the-documents.c



rg A Seismic Change

type date filename size author
audio 15.01.2021 A seismic change.mp3 862KB Arnout De Cleene
category

automobile, data storage, dusk, seismology, Vesuvius

11:14:41



The pathsin the valley of the Bayehon are covered
with ice. We are making our way down towards the
valley of the Ghaster. The temperature is minus 15
degrees Celsius. The water in our drinking bottlesis
frozen. We are betting on the shelter indicated on
the map (Au Pied des Fagnes, Carte De
Promenades, 1:25.000, Institut Geographique
National) to pitch our tent. There is almost no wind,
but every breath of air feels like we're being hit
with a thousand needles. What the map indicates as
a shelter appears to be apicnic table.

the-documents.c



rg Shelter

filename
type date Handgeschreven_2021-02- size author
scan 14.02.2021 14_142153.jpg 2,1MB Arnout De Cleene

category
map/plan, mistake, scale, sign, wind, precipitation

11:14:46



Fairly detailed map of the two major marble
quarries on theisland of Tinos, Greece. The
spontaneous route-advice was prepared by alocal
marble worker, P.D., in the Kariaregion of the
island on alocally extracted, green marble slab. The
waved lines represent roads traversing uphill, while
the straight lines represent roads following a
contour line of the topography.

‘Tell your friend that the wineisfor girls; it’svery
sweet,” the marble worker alerted my travel

companion K.S. after offering us local sweet wine.
The workshop smelled like boiled meat and bones.

Notes on map from left to right, top to bottom:

Towards Vathi
Quarry
incomprehensible
Towards Vathi Bleu
Isternia

Pirgos

SOUurwWNE

Notes

Mérk Redele pursues projects that fundamentally relate to architecture
and its practice but rarely look like architecture. www.markredele.com

the-documents.c



rg Marmara

type date filename size author
photograph 19.11.2021 marmar_.jpg 3,47 MB Mark Redele
category

book, map/plan, marble, sign, hand

11:15:00



The pathsin the valley of the Bayehon are covered
with ice. We are making our way down towards the
valley of the Ghaster. The temperature is minus 15
degrees Celsius. The water in our drinking bottlesis
frozen. We are betting on the shelter indicated on
the map (Au Pied des Fagnes, Carte De
Promenades, 1:25.000, Institut Geographique
National) to pitch our tent. There is almost no wind,
but every breath of air feels like we're being hit
with a thousand needles. What the map indicates as
a shelter appears to be apicnic table.
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rg Shelter

filename
type date Handgeschreven_2021-02- size author
scan 14.02.2021 14_142153.jpg 2,1MB Arnout De Cleene

category
map/plan, mistake, scale, sign, wind, precipitation

11:15:59



During the one day course Safety and Avalanches,
teacher G.T. shows pictures of different
manifestations of snow and ice. If one learnsto read
them, one can deduce the wind direction when
hiking or skiing in mountainous terrain.

Wind direction is crucial for assessing the stability
of the snow. G.T.’s examples are of Austrian origin.
He speaks about * Anraum’: displaced snow can get
stacked horizontally against an object, such asatree
or across. The snow ‘grows and builds into the
wind’ . Counter-intuitively, the snow pointsto the
side the wind is coming from. One can expect
dangerous terrain in the direction of the ‘unbuilt’
side of the object.
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filename
type date 810px-
photograph 14.02.2021 Raureif_im_Bayerischen_Wald.JPG

category
manual, mistake, precipitation, tree, wind,

11:16:05

size
262KB

author
Arnout De Cleene




Between the rhinos and the kangaroosin the
Antwerp Zoo awooden footpath curves through a
grove of Sequoiadendron Giganteum trees. In the
middle of this Californian forest, visitors find the
giant slice of afelled tree of the same species. It
was brought to the zoo in 1962 and was approxi-
mately 650 years old at the time. Eleven labels point
out significant moments in history on the tree’s
growth rings. They range from zoo- and zool ogy-
related moments (for instance: ‘ 1901: The Okapi is
described as a species, or * 1843: Foundation of the
RZSA and opening of the Zoo’, or ‘ 1859: Darwin
publishes The Origin of Species, etc.), to cultura
and historical milestones (‘ 1555: Plantijn starts
publishing books in Antwerp’, or *1640: Rubens
(baroque painter) dies’, or *1492: Columbus in
America’). Another label pointsto the last growth
ring and reads: ‘ 1962: thistree isfelled and this
treediscisinstalled at the Zoo.’

The label pointing to the centre of the tree implies
asimultaneity between the tre€’ sfirst growth year
and the Battle of the Golden Spursin 1302.

Notes

On closer inspection the slice seems to consist of two halves that were
put together like ajigsaw puzzle. The resulting gap is skilfully patched
with what appears to be wood from the same species — possibly even the
same mammoth tree.
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rg Mammoth Tree and the Golden Spurs

type date filename size author
photograph 15.05.2021 IMG_6958 .HEIC 1,9MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, book, botany, card, tree

11:16:10






