


the-documents.org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along AI submission,
Passing Time Near a Particle Accelerator, Gold Varnish,
Launching a Website, Une étoile est-elle un document?, Pipe, An
Unfired Mortar, Block, Roofing (5) – UDI, Roofing (1), Slightly
Askew (1), Deneef ‘for ever’, Crocodile Copy, Cover, Shoulder,
YAY HOORAY, Measures, Adhesive, The Face of a Chair,
LIGO, Crash (1), Zebras, A Fever Dream, Mirror, Raisins, 12M
m3 [7/8] A Fissure, 12M m3 [3/8] Swell, Elevator, The First
Light of Day

13.07.2022



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information
upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.’ (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality –
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses
into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In 
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be
one, presumably because it would then be framed – or
reframed – as an example, specimen, or instance’.
The gathered files are all documents – if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into
an ‘antelope’.

Paper Knowledge,

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.
It documented your path through the website.
As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this – a new document.

This document was compiled by ____ on 13.07.2022 12:21,
printed on ____ and contains 29 documents on 60 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/13-07-2022-4090/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes

De Cleene De Cleene is Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene.
Together they form a research group that focusses on novel ways of
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from a cultural and critical
perspective.
www.decleenedecleene.be / info@decleenedecleene.be

•

This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects,
financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.

•

Sources

Briet, S. Qu’est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951. •
Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.

•

Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.•



Notes

1

DALL·E mini was created by Boris Dayma et al. 2021-
2022, https://huggingface.co/spaces/dalle-mini/dalle-mini, to be migrated
to www.craiyon.com

2

Ward Verwaeren is a legal counsel in the tech industry, and former IP
lawyer. He tries to know more about art than the average lawyer, and
more about law than the average artist.

•

the-documents.org‘Submission for an art project named the-
documents.org’ is a collection of 9 images
generated by DALL·E mini , an open-source AI
model, on the basis of the prompt ‘Submission for
an art project named the-documents.org’.

1

2

DALL·E mini is a freely available AI tool that
generates images based on a description of the
desired image (a prompt) provided by a user.

Though DALL·E mini seems to be primarily used
as a source of humour within the online community
– being able to create a set of images from any
specific or abstract prompt – it also gives rise to
more serious questions on AI ethics and copyright.
As the model is trained with unfiltered data from
the internet, it may reinforce societal biases,
generating images that contain stereotypes against
minority groups. DALL·E mini and similar, more
advanced tools, are also capable of creating art ‘in
the style of’ when they have sufficient data to
source from (e.g. using a prompt as “Van Gogh
painting the Eiffel Tower”). This leads to the legal
and ethical question whether an artist should have a
say in the use of his/her artwork as AI input data,
and whether the artist should be able to claim rights
for AI generated images based on this data.



the-documents.org AI submission

type

screenshot

date

01.07.2022

filename

dallemini_2022-6-19_21-53-48.png

size

1,61 MB

author

Ward Verwaeren

category

archive, data storage, technology, artificial intelligence

11:20:56



Notes

First published in: De Cleene, M. Reference Guide. Amsterdam: Roma
Publications, 2019, as W.569.EXC CERN, Towards Building 282, in
search of excavation samples

the-documents.orgOn the second to last day of a research visit at
CERN, there was some spare time in the schedule. I
took a long walk towards building 282 in search of
some excavation samples: cylindrical pieces of rock
that were preserved when the tunnel was dug, glued
to a block of wood and frequently exhibited in
museums over the last three decades as material
evidence of the earthwork and as a witness to the
depth. The route led me along the back of building
363 where the wind caused young trees – now gone
– to scuff the facade over time.



the-documents.org Passing Time Near a Particle Accelerator

type

photograph

date

11.07.2021

filename

cern_011.tif

size

57,57 MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

archaeology, architecture, archive, landscape, physics, Reference Guide, technology, tree, wind

11:21:02



Notes

Once she (my grandmother) went home from school, sick, with her
bicycle. She studied to become a nurse. The school was in Brussels,
about 60 kilometers from her native village M. The milkman’s van
tipping over in front of my grandmother’s parental house. A milk
covered street. My great-grandfather, physician and mayor at M.
Something happened during the Second World War having to do with
telephones or radios when she was still a kid.

1

2

the-documents.orgI’m taking a scan of a family photo album given to
me after my grandmother passed away, wanting to
write something about the marvelous portraits
inside. The genealogy is only partly clear to me: I
recognize my dad as a kid, my uncle, my
grandmother, her brother in the laboratory he (said
he) ran. He smelled of cigars and severe perfume.
The older photographs present people I don’t know,
but must be my ancestors. My grandmother told me
stories  that, historically, reach further back than the
figures I recognize in the photographs. There are no
names and no dates in the album. The first two
pictures seem to be the oldest ones.  I retract them
from the album pockets in which they were slid to
check if something is written on the backside. When
I take the album away from the scanner’s glass
plate, particles of leather, gold varnish and sturdy
cardboard come loose. I place a sheet of paper on
the glass plate and press ‘scan’ again.

1

2



the-documents.org Gold Varnish

type

scan

date

20.06.2021

filename

Handgeschreven_2021-06-

18_110124.jpg

size

1,9MB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

book, family

11:21:03



Notes

In another exposure of the same length, we left the flashlight on for
approximately eight seconds and pointed the beam a bit lower.

the-documents.orgAs the hours passed, and while clouds continuously
kept us from seeing stars and planets, we started to
photograph the set-up used to launch this website.
To highlight the umbrella that protected the gear
from the unpredictable bursts of rain, we used a
flashlight: during the thirty second long exposure, it
was lit for two seconds. This proved to be enough to
give the whole the feel of an untampered, realistic
view. Meanwhile, the website was in all likelihood
streaming a grey haze, as the telescope was pointed
to the fleeting clouds and gradually spinning along
with the earth’s movement to keep track of the same
invisible celestial bodies. As we returned to the
base, planet Jupiter had become visible to the
naked eye.



the-documents.org Launching a Website

type

photograph

date

26.05.2021

filename

_44A0953.DNG

size

44,52MB

author

De Cleene De Cleene

category

astronomy, mirror, technology, precipitation

11:21:03



Notes

Briet is cited in Lisa Gitelman’s Paper Knowledge (2014).

Sources

Briet, S. Qu’est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951. Online:
http://martinetl.free.fr/suzannebriet/questcequeladocumentation/briet.pdf 

the-documents.orgIn the introduction to her book Qu’est-ce que la
documentation?, French ‘documentalist’ Suzanne
Briet asks what a document is. In a scrappy scan of
her book I found online I am highlighting almost
everything she writes. Is a star a document? Briet
says it isn’t. But the catalogues and photographs of
stars are. When I quickly opened the file with
Apple’s ‘Preview’ application to check the above
paraphrase, the highlighted sentences were illegible.



the-documents.org Une étoile est-elle un document?

type

screenshot

date

17.05.2021

filename

Schermafbeelding 2021-05-13 om

11.41.58.png

size

201KB

author

De Cleene De Cleene

category

astronomy, book, mistake, replica/copy

11:21:03



the-documents.orgThe 48-inch Oschin Schmidt, a renowned reflecting
telescope at Palomar Observatory, California, was
used for the Palomar Observatory Sky Survey
(POSS), published in 1958, one of the largest
photographic surveys of the night sky. 

Based on the man’s pipe shadow’s direction, thrown
onto the telescope, there is reason to believe an off-
camera flash was used to make the picture.



the-documents.org Pipe

type

scan

date

14.05.2021

filename

Foto_2021-05-18_221027.jpg

size

2,5MB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

astronomy, mirror

11:21:03



Notes

                    O 
   O           OOO
OOO   OOOOOOO

1.

In the outskirts of East of London, along Repository road in Woolwich,
the only other mortar of this type is installed. This particular one fired
nineteen shells on three occasions. Each time resulting in a damaged
mortar.

2.

Sources

Screenshot taken from AbeBooks, where the first edition of The Eruption
of Vesuvius in 1872 with Notes, and an Introductory Sketch on the
Present State of Knowledge of Terrestrial Vulcanicity, the Cosmical
Nature and Relations of Volcanoes and Earthquakes is listed for 1895,00
USD. https://www.abebooks.com/first-edition/Eruption-Vesuvius-
1872.with-Notes-Introductory-Sketch/439314424/bd

•

Project Gutenberg’s The Eruption of Vesuvius in 1872, by Luigi Palmieri
(translated by Mallet) can be found at:
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/33483/33483-h/33483-h.htm

•

the-documents.orgIn Boarhunt, close to Winchester (UK), the fort
houses the Royal Armouries’ artillery collection. It
contains parts of the ‘Project Babylon’ space gun,
the two part bronze Dardanelles Gun and a
collection of French field guns, captured in
Waterloo. On the lawn to the South of the fort two
neat piles of fifteen  36” shells flank a Mallet’s
Mortar. Manufactured in 1857, the mortar remains
unfired up to this day.  In 1873, its inventor – the
engineer and geophysicist Robert Mallet – publishes
his translation of Luigi Palmieri’s Incendio
Vesuviano. Before giving a lengthy account of his
take on the present state of vulcanicity, he briefly
introduces the famous Italian vulcanologist’s report:
‘The following Memoir of Signor Palmieri on the
eruption of Vesuvius in April of this year (1872),
brief as it is, embraces two distinct subjects, viz.,
his narrative as an eye-witness of the actual events
of the eruption as they occurred upon the cone and
slopes of the mountain, and his observations as to
pulses emanating from its interior, as indicated by
his Seismograph, and as to the electric conditions of
the overhanging cloud of smoke (so called) and
ashes, as indicated by his bifilar electrometer, both
established at the Observatory.’

1

2



the-documents.org An Unfired Mortar

type

screenshot

date

09.05.2021

filename

Schermafbeelding 2021-05-09 om

11.39.23.png

size

7,30MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

book, encyclopaedia, landscape, physics, seismology, Vesuvius, technology

11:21:03



Notes

First published in A+ Architecture in Belgium, A+ 279, Schools (August,
September 2019), https://www.a-plus.be/nl/tijdschrift/schools

the-documents.org‘The masons in training pour a concrete slab and
build four walls upon it in a stretcher bond. Then
the block comes to our department and the students
in the course Electrical installer (residential) can
grind channels and drill cavities in it.’
[…]
‘It’s not always a success from the outset, but they
learn quickly.’
[…]
‘Never grind horizontally, always vertically.
Diagonally if there is no other way.’
[…]
‘Two fingers wide.’
[…]
‘After this it goes to the sanitary department. After
the bell drilling, the demolition hammer follows and
the masons make us a new block.’

Competentiecentrum VDAB, Wondelgem,
July 2019.



the-documents.org Block

type

photograph

date

04.05.2021

filename

_44a7269.jpg

size

27,17MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

architecture, brick, fissure, house, mistake, parking

11:21:03



the-documents.orgThe torn off section of roofing on the grass has part
of a text carved in it: ‘UDI’ and ‘EN’ are still
legible. It must have come from another roof; the
one shown in the photograph has no missing
sections, nor visible repairs.

The roofing that is still on the garage shows a
drawing of some kind. A floorplan for a squarish
building with a supporting column along each side,
or the layout for a tactical explanation, perhaps.



the-documents.org Roofing (5) – UDI

type

photograph

date

14.04.2021

filename

IMG_6509.jpeg

size

6,90MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

automobile, decoration, fissure, map/plan, parking, roofing, sign

11:21:04



the-documents.orgSeven very similar and rudimentary buildings take
in a trapezoid plot of land in Gilly. They are located
between the school on the Rue Circulaire and the
houses along the Rue de l’Abbaye. The structures
are built of orange brick, concrete structural
elements, whitish steel gates and roofing. Every
garage has its own number, hand-painted in white
on the concrete lintel above each gate. In summer
the roofing gets hot and soft.



the-documents.org Roofing (1)

type

photograph

date

14.04.2021

filename

_44a9887.dng

size

56,68MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

automobile, brick, landscape, parking, roofing, sign

11:21:04



the-documents.orgUntil recently, for as long as I could remember, the
packaging of Tabasco  Pepper Sauce had been
unchanged. On the front of the packaging, there is
a photograph of a bottle of Tabasco , scale 1:1,
against an orange background.As far as packaged
goods go, this is a highly idiosyncratic and
quirky example.

®

®

The background colour approximates the colour of
the liquid inside the bottle, resulting in as good as
no contrast. Moreover, as the image of the bottle is
scale 1:1, the packaging becomes kind of
unnecessary and superfluous, also because the life-
sized image of the bottle is the only way
information is given to the customer: there are no
additional slogans, no repetition of the brand name,
no props and no decor. The image of the bottle
advertises the bottle. It seems to add nothing the
bottle could not do by its own (like a bottle of
wine does).

What makes the packaging truly stand out,
however, is the fact that the image of the bottle is
not positioned vertically, but is slightly askew. It
seems to be the result of a design error, and has an
amateur feel to it. The decision to keep it as such
and not correct it up until today, is, however, a
stroke of genius. The non-vertical positioning alters
the relation of the image of the bottle to the bottle
inside: as the box is standing on a shelf, the tilted
image of the bottle undermines its representational
superfluousness.



the-documents.org Slightly Askew (1)

type

scan

date

29.03.2021

filename

Document_2021-03-29_111649.jpg

size

180KB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

economy, food, mistake, packaging, replica/copy, scale

11:21:04



the-documents.orgThe previous owners of the house we moved into,
left us a piece of a newspaper that was used to clad
the wall at the time the building was built, and
which they found when they renovated the house.
The sport-section of the socialist newspaper Vooruit
is dated 18 November 1931. It features articles on
cycling and soccer. Recently, we noticed the plaster
is coming off the wall in one corner of the living
room. With sufficient rain, it might reveal other
events that happened on that 1931 November
Wednesday.



the-documents.org Deneef ‘for ever’

type

scan

date

20.02.2021

filename

Document_2021-02-20_133700.jpg

size

1,7MB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

archaeology, architecture, fissure, decoration, house, precipitation

11:21:04



the-documents.orgOur one year old’s favourite toy he’s not supposed
to play with is the HP Officejet Pro L7590 All-in-
one in my office. I have given up on forbidding him
to play with it. We have a new game: he brings me
one of his other toys, we put it on the flatbed, close
the lid – as far as possible –, press the button
‘START COPY – COLOR’ and wait for the print to
come out of the machine. When we place the
original onto the copy, he laughs. So far we have
copied his blue pacifier, his planet-earth-bouncy-
ball and his rattling crocodile.



the-documents.org Crocodile Copy

type

photograph

date

16.02.2021

filename

_44A8728.dng

size

50,04MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

animal, archive, decoration, house, replica/copy, technology, trompe l'oeil, family

11:21:04



the-documents.orgA year before the crash, Swiss artist Charlotte Stuby
designed a tailor-made cover for the car. The dents
caused by the unfortunate hailstorm weren’t visible.
The work, called Gone Fishing, was on view during
an open air exhibition on the theme of the parking
lot. Heavy wind had caused the temporary traffic
signs on the parking lot, left there by the city
services, to tip over. One hit a car and caused a
scratch. It was unclear if this would be something
the insurance company would accept. We attached
Stuby’s cover a second time. Parking fines flew
irregularly across the lot.



the-documents.org Cover

type

photograph

date

08.02.2021

filename

P_016-1024x834.jpg

size

377KB

author

De Cleene De Cleene

category

automobile, crash, cloth, parking, precipitation, wind, sign, insurance

11:21:04



the-documents.orgYesterday I had my shoulder checked by a radio
logist. He took an ultrasound and saw some minor
inflammation of my right subscapularis.
After giving me some advice – ‘we could give you
a shot of cortisone in the shoulder. It would relieve
you from your pain for six weeks and then, without
proper exercise, you’d be back where you are
now’– he walked towards the door. ‘I propose you
do this exercise thirty times, three times a day.’
The radiologists put his right hand on the
doorframe, his arm stretched, the weight of his body
on it and then leaned forward and back again, while
keeping his arm stretched. ‘This will increase the
muscles around the sore subscapularis. It will take
months.’ After giving me his advice, he sent me
back into the dressing room. I put my shirt back on
and went into the waiting room. The nurse called
out my name, charged me 14,00 EUR and gave me
a card. ‘This code will allow you to look at the
images of the ultrasound at home’, she said.

Today I entered the code and password and –
instead of my shoulder – found the röntgen-images
of someone else’s broken heel.



the-documents.org Shoulder

type

radiograph

date

14.01.2021

filename

1f713c4c-6975-4760-ada1-

9cc485930adc.PNG

size

1,2MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

data storage, mistake, medicine, fissure

11:21:04



the-documents.orgDepending on the perspective one chooses to look
at the address, the house is adorned or not.
The perspective from the main road is an image
made in August 2020, the website (Google Maps)
says. Our car is in front of the garage. It must be the
end of August. We drive home from the hospital
with the newborn, who doesn’t stop crying. Maybe I
tightened the belts in the car seat too much.
Arriving at our house, we see the slogans and
decorations friends have hung at our front door.
On the sill of the neighbour’s first floor window,
there’s a brick that must have fallen from the
second floor facade.



the-documents.org YAY HOORAY

type

screenshot

date

31.12.2020

filename

Schermafbeelding 2020-12-31 om

10.50.02.png

size

8,7MB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

automobile, brick, crash, house, map/plan, family

11:21:05



the-documents.orgBesides the scale indicating the length in
centimeters, and the marks made by using it, a
folding ruler displays other marks. These are the
marks found on the weber broutin www.weber-
broutin.be folding ruler, from left to right: 

2m (in a frame, between 1cm and 2cm);
indicating the total length of the folding ruler.

•

a hexagon, barely visible, punched into
the wood (between 2cm and 3cm); unknown
signification.

•

LUXMA (in a frame, between 4cm and 5cm);
the manufacturer of the folding ruler (different
from the company who ordered the folding
ruler, their (the company’s, i.c. weber-
broutin’s) name is printed on the sides of
the ruler, and is only readable when the ruler is
folded together for at least 50% (=1m).

•

III (in an oval, between 6cm and 7cm);
indication of the preciseness of the scale in
centimeters, with ‘I’ in roman numbers
meaning the most precise, and ‘IV’ in roman
numbers meaning the least precise. (It is
therefore not entirely certain that the ‘III’ on
weber-broutin’s folding ruler can actually be
found between 6cm and 7cm.)

•

D 99 (in an oval, probably between 7cm and
8cm, see argument mentioned above);
unknown signification.

•

1.1.60 (in an oval, probably between 7cm and
8cm, beneath D 99), signification unknown.

•



the-documents.org Measures

type

scan

date

26.12.2020

filename

Handgeschreven_2020-12-

26_153034.jpg

size

659KB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

scale, sign, mistake, mathematics

11:21:05



the-documents.orgThe Bahrain Formula 1 Grand Prix takes place
every year since the track’s inauguration in 2004 –
except for 2011 when the race was cancelled due to
protests in the wake of the Arab Spring. To prevent
sand from covering the track and entering the air-
ducts and engines, the sand near the track is sprayed
with an adhesive to keep it from blowing around.

The cloud of sand in the picture (made near Avenue
61 on an artificial island close to Seef) was made by
kicking it into the frame while M.R. and M.D.C.
had to stop and wait for a truck that was being
towed after the driver lost control over the vehicle
and flipped it onto its side. Days earlier M.D.C. had
tried to make a photograph of the F1-track, but
couldn’t get close enough to make a decent picture.



the-documents.org Adhesive

type

photograph

date

18.12.2020

filename

_44A7884.dng

size

58,4MB

author

Michiel De Cleene

category

automobile, Bahrain, crash, drought, sand, trompe l'oeil

11:21:05



Sources

Revue Héraclite, 5 (1), april 1936, p. 7, paper, from the archive of
architect O. Clemminck.

the-documents.orgAll chairs are empty, but all face something
different. The bottom photograph shows empty
chairs facing empty desks. In the middle picture,
empty chairs face each other (underneath
the inaudible sound of the cinema above). In the top
photograph, the chairs seem to be facing the
photographer. However, the altar’s in front of the
photographer. He stands at the back of
the provisional church. The chairs face the
photographer and have turned their backs to
the altar.



the-documents.org The Face of a Chair

type

scan

date

14.12.2020

filename

Document_2020-12-14_164943.pdf

size

4,2MB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

automobile, architecture, archive, O. Clemminck

11:21:05



the-documents.orgTo detect gravitational waves, physicists built
enormous research centers, amongst others
at Livingston, Louisiana. The facility mainly
consists of two tunnels in an L-shape. Mirrors
inside provide data. Disturbances from gravitational
waves are miniscule. To prevent interference from
outside, such as vibrations caused by people passing
in the neighbourhood, the mirrors have to be
detached from the earth. They ‘float’, suspended by
glass fibers in a pendulum-like construction.
As I was watching my screen, a courier was on his
way to deliver a book (Noel-Todd, J. The Penguin
Book of the Prose Poem: From Baudelaire to Anne
Carson. London: Penguin, 2019).



the-documents.org LIGO

type

screenshot

date

24.11.2020

filename

LIGO.png

size

6,9MB

author

Arnout De Cleene

category

physics, seismology, mirror, interference, book, architecture, mistake

11:21:05



the-documents.orgIn June, 2014, a severe hailstorm hit Belgium.
Warnings were broadcast. A football game between
the national teams of Belgium and Tunisia was
paused. The morning after, there were small dents
in the hood and the roof of the car, each a square
centimeter in size, some 10 centimeters separated
from each other. The storm didn’t get a name.

Assessing the damage, the insurance company’s
expert took the dents into account to establish the
wreck’s worth.
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the-documents.orgOn Mondays, before noon, I go to the supermarket
with my two-year-old son. After passing the
lasagnes, the loaves of bread and the fruit and
vegetables, we make a short stop at the aquarium
with the lobsters. Around New Year, there are two
of them. 

After we’ve paid for the groceries and have put
them in the car, we walk into the pet shop. We look
at the parrots (Jacques, Louis and Marie-José), the
rabbits, the guinea pigs, the assorted caged birds
and the fish and turtles. He’s very fond of the
Cyphotilapia Frontosa Burundi. He calls them
zebras. They hail from Lake Tanganyika, the label
says. It’s the second-oldest freshwater lake, the
second-largest by volume and the second-deepest.
The pet shop has adorned their aquarium with a
scene of ocean waste.

In an effort to avert guilt, I look for something
cheap and more or less useful to buy: birdseed, a
snack for the neighbour’s cat, a comb for his
grandparent’s Labrador, etc. 
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First published as part of De Cleene De Cleene. ‘Amidst the Fire, I Was
Not Burnt’, Trigger (Special issue: Uncertainty), 2. FOMU/Fw:Books,
25-30

•

the-documents.orgDuring the night, both of us get unwell. One of us is
shaking, intensely and relentlessly. The windows
are open. For minutes that seem to be hours, it feels
like it’s freezing. We get extra blankets. Then, it
gets too hot.

One of us dreams about coccodrillos. It starts out
with a single animal, like the one we saw in the
National Archaeological Museum, escaping from an
aquarium, and ends with lots of little ones crawling
all over the place. It’s impossible to know how
many have escaped.  

The other dreams about seismologist Luigi
Palmieri’s unfortunate assistant and his family’s
quest to redeem his good name. To deprive him of
the burden and guilt set upon him by Luigi
Palmieri’s report of the 1872 eruption of Vesuvius,
the assistant’s offspring were building a monument
just below the observatory in which their great-
grandfather fell asleep. The monument was
permanently, and continuously, unfinished.

We both dream of hearing fireworks in Naples. 

In the morning, we’re slightly alarmed that we both
got sick and feverish at the same instant. It’s the
middle of January, and the weather has been
summerlike all week. A gentle morning breeze flies
in from the Neapolitan bay while we wait for the
bus to take us to the airport. 
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the-documents.orgOn the online thrift shop 2dehands.be the homepage
generates a ‘for you’ section. On November 9th this
section listed, among other things, a picture of the
sky on a patch of concrete. On closer inspection, it
became clear that it was the sky’s reflection in a
mirror with a red frame and four lightbulbs in it, the
kind you might see at the hairdresser’s or backstage
in a television studio or theatre. The seller estimates
the mirror’s current value to be 45,00 EUR. The
listing includes five photographs. In the fifth one,
the object for sale reflects a bucolic landscape: a
blue sky, white clouds, some trees and a fragment
of a barn.
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the-documents.orgWhen I grew up, my parents told me that the
number of raisins in the local baker’s raisin bread
attested to the result of the most recent soccer match
of KAA Gent. A victory was celebrated by
throwing more raisins into the dough than usual, a
loaf following a painful loss was hardly a raisin
bread at all.

The baker retired long ago. Today my two-year-old
son picked out all the raisins from his slice of bread.
KAA Gent’s last game was a tie against Union.
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the-documents.orgWhat they took for ice that slid down the dam’s
slope, appears to be the reason for draining the
reservoir: a fissure in the watertight layer. The dam
became unreliable.
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the-documents.orgThe river swells and eventually overflows, causing
the death of six people and extensive damage:
washed away bridges, damaged homes, submerged
factories, destroyed food stocks, heavily eroded
roads and paths.
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the-documents.orgThe building is almost finished. One apartment is
still up for sale, on the top floor. The contractor is
finishing up. There’s a long list of comments and
deficiencies that need to be addressed before the
building can be handed over definitively to the
owner. The elevator’s walls are protected by
styrofoam to prevent squares, levels, measures,
drills, air compressors, chairs, bird cages, etc. from
making scratches on the brand new wooden
panelling. 

In 1932 Brassaï began taking photographs of graffiti
scratched into walls of Parisian buildings. On his
long walks he was often accompanied by the author
Raymond Queneau, who lived in the same building
but on a different floor. Brassaï published a small
collection of the photographs in Minotaure,
illustrating an article titled ‘Du mur des cavernes au
mur d’usine’ [‘From cave wall to factory wall’].
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the-documents.orgA year ago, mid-August, just before sunrise, the
mostly unlit office buildings line the road that leads
to the underground parking. I turn off the ignition.
I’m in F36. The walls are painted pink. Looking for
the exit, I take the escalator and get stuck in an
empty shopping mall. The music is playing but all
the shops are closed off with steel shutters. So are
the exits. I’m out of place. In keeping early
customers out, the mall is keeping haphazard
visitors in. I’m back in the parking lot. The elevator
is broken. I take the stairs and walk by a homeless
man, sleeping. There’s shit on the floor. I open the
door that leads out of the stairwell. It slams shut
behind me. There’s no doorknob. I find myself on a
dark floor between mall and parking lot. People are
sleeping; some are awake. Heads turn toward me. I
start walking slightly uphill towards where I think I
might find an exit, or an entrance. The scale of the
architecture has shifted from car (F36) and
customer (the closed mall) to truck. I find myself
amidst the supply-chain. It takes five minutes,
maybe fifteen, maybe more to get out and see the
office buildings towering over me in the first light
of day.
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