


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Le dos-cul ment,
Investment, L earning broom-making again, What the left hand
forgot, A smoker’s history of energy, Room 3, Potholes, Neptune
In opposition [16/20] — Unrest, 12M m3 [3/8] Swell, Wheelhouse
(replica), Roofing (4) — Celine & Logan, Quarry, Antlers, Plaster,
Cover, Dust, 12M m3 [3/8] Swell, Neptune in opposmon [19/20]
—ApprOX|mat| on, Neptune in opposmon [11/20] — Alpine,
Neptune in opposition [15/20] — Plethora, Dust, Original Copy,
Magic Mountain, The Events That Took Place in Gri mbergen,
Wheelhouse (replica), Desiccation, Crash (2), Aggressive
mimicry, Original Copy, From Asturias, Into Cantabria, Neptune
in opposition [12/20] — Culmination

11.01.2023



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 11.01.2023 11:02,
printed on and contains 31 documents on 68 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/11-01-2023-5021/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes Sources

* DeCleene De Cleeneis Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene. * Briet, S. Qu'est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951.
Together they form aresearch group that focusses on novel ways of » Gitelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from acultural and critical Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.
perspective. *  Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.
www.decleenedecl eene.be / info@decl eenedecl eene.be

e This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish /e covere | HO
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT ((\e Flanders Sowen vomu| GENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects, State of the Art swwonn| - howest

financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.




Thisisatrace, and it isnot.

Ceci est unetrace et nel’ est pas.

What is a trace?

QU’ est-ce qu’ une trace?

Le document n’ en est pas, le document documente.
Documents what?

Peu importe, le mot ‘document’ est dérivé du latin
docere, C'est adire...

to show, to teach, to instruct. The document is
docile, unlike the trace.

Latrace ne montre pas, N’ enseigne pas, n’'instruit en
rien, amoins d’ interpréter.

Thetrace asindexical: it does not ‘show' though
one can seeit. It does not teach,

sauf gue tout nous pré-existe, ou plutét, nous
insiste, n’ est-ce pas?

It doesn’t: it’s never there as such until we name it
0.

Documenti!
Papiere!

Poetes, vos papiers!
(Léo Ferre 1956)

L e document.

L e dos-cul ment.
Le d’ au-cul ment.
Le dé au cul ment.
Mais co-ment?

Butt how?

The do-cum-meant.
The doc-cue-mint.
The dock-comment.

Thisisa carboard mousepad.
Are you happy now?

Are you happy?

Areyou?

Now?

document: a paper or set of papers with written or
printed information, especially of an official type.
(https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/engli

‘He' s more of an official type.’

A document is a written, drawn, presented, or

memorialized representation of thought, often the
manifestation of non-fictinonal aswell asfictinnal

Notes

Sébastien Conard (1982) is a graphic artist, writer and teacher. He draws,
writes and publishes comics, post-comics and artist’s books. From 2023
until 2026, he will explore the graphic trace in the context of a
postdoctoral research project at LUCA School of Arts.

the-documents.c

content.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Document)

‘She was quite content.’

Tha back-ass lies!



rg L e dos-cul ment

7

type date filename size author
scan 06.01.2023 Conard-Mousepad2022.png 115KB Sébastien Conard
category

book, data storage, manual, sign

11:02:03



The oldest coin in the collection has darkened over
time, but upon inspection, the text ‘AD USUM
BELGII AUSTR’ (left) and the contours of a
(female) head (right) can be discerned. A quick
search learns it stems from the middle of the 18th
century. The coin was made and used in the
Austrian Netherlands, reigned by Maria Theresa,
who is the one depicted. My mother recollects
finding it in the backyard when she was akid.

About 40 years later, the euro was introduced. The
ringbinder with my mother’s coin collection was
taken from the shelf. A dilemma cameto the fore:
we wondered if we should keep one of each existing
Belgian coin and banknote and put them in the
binder, alongside Maria Theresa, or if we should
exchange them for the new European currency. The
decision to keep a coin of five Belgian francs was
not difficult to make, but as the amount raised, the
answer was increasingly hard to give. Thiswas an
assessment of the old currency’s emotional and
projected historical value, compared to its current
financia worth. It was a decision based on
investment principles.

To accentuate the value of the Maria Theresa
kronenthaler of 1 liard, | put the coin on a pile of
red post-it-notes when photographing it. Coinslike
these are sold on eBay for prices ranging from 0,70
eurosto 16 euros.

the-documents.c
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type date filename size author
photograph 29.07.2021 _MG_6826.JPG; _MG_6825.JPG 6,7MB; 7,7MB Arnout De Cleene

category
archaeology, economy, family, numismatics, collecting

11:02:06
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This video-still is taken from a documentary about
‘Le Coin du Balai — De Bezemhoek’, a Brussels
neighborhood on the edge of the Sonian Wood.
Historically, the inhabitants had the exclusive right
to harvest young shoots of trees to make and sell
brooms. In 1976, filmmaker Willy Biesemans
captured the last broom-maker, still in possession of
this vernacular knowledge.

Nowadays, the Sonian Wood is commonly
understood as a place of natural beauty surrounding
the city. The wood the forest produces is managed
asachain of production and sold in public auction
to the best buyer. The bulk of the forest’s produceis
exported abroad and eventually imported back as
manufactured goods.

Notes

Clementine Vaultier' sinterests, although trained as a ceramist, are in the
warm surroundings of the fire rather than the production it engenders.

the-documents.c

Sources
Biesemans, W. De Bezemhoek. 1976 (Y ouTube — De Bezemhoek)




rg L earning broom-making again

filename
type date clementine_learning_broommaking_ag size author
screenshot 16.08.2022 ain.png 3 MB Clémentine Vaultier

category
botany, economy, landscape, tree

11:02:07



At the end of the day, riding home after work, | find
atext on my hand:

C

D[...]ers

Desk

K

Communication book

‘Diapers, | recall, and stop at the shop to buy them.
Sweat, dust, and manic hand rubbing have rendered
parts of the writing illegible. *C’ isfor Carl, whose
newborn | need to visit as soon as possible.
Sometimes, | can’'t remember what the initial stands
for. | don’t have any friends with names beginning
with aK (who have newborns | need to visit).

Theright hand writes, the left hand serves as the
canvas. The back of the right hand, folded around
the pen, is blank and tells the always already written
on back of the left hand, whose palm never holds a
pen, what to register. Right: an author. Left: a
poem, sunken into the pores.

Back home, | trace ‘Desk’ again, as not to forget to
clean it tomorrow.

the-documents.c



rg What the left hand forgot

type date filename size
photograph 18.07.2022 _MG_7728_.JPG, _MG_7792.JPG size 5,5 MB, 5,7 MB
author

Arnout De Cleene

category
data storage, literature, hand

11:02:07



the-documents.c



rg What the left hand forgot
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A mostly empty book designed to collect cigar
bands. The bands are glued to the paper at their |eft
side, so the information on the backside, explaining
the image and referring to the seriesit belongs to
and the number of different |abels the series
contains, can be looked up. The book has complete
and incomplete series on Christopher Columbus
(complete), tanks (incomplete), the origins of
civilization (complete), Ancient cultures
(incomplete), fashion (complete), South-American
sculptures (complete), Ancient columns
(incomplete), Nobel Prize Winners (incomplete), an
unclarified series of seven men, most of whom are
‘prof.” or ‘dr.’ (complete / incomplete), design plates
(incomplete), famous Belgians (complete /
incomplete), statesmen (incomplete) and football
players (incomplete). The first page in the book is
used to present two series. The left column presents
the Egyptian dynasty (incomplete). The middle and
right column present a series of bands by the brand
Jubilé on the history of energy in telling scenes and
pieces of machinery.

Series: Energy
Middle column, top to bottom:

*  Thewriting telegraph. Hughes

»  Experiment with a sulphur globe. William
Gilbert

*  Primitive telephone. Philipp Reis

e Wirdesstelegraph.' Guglielo [sic] Marconi

 Thearcof Volta. Sir Humphry Davy

* Fireinthewagon. Thomas Alva Edison

*  Experiments with lightning. Benjamin Franklin

» Cathodefor creating X-Rays. Wilhelm Rontgen

»  Rotating magnetic field. Galileo Ferraris

Right column, top to bottom:

» Electric discharge. William Waitt

*  Magnetic telephone. Antonio Meucci

*  Muscelsreacting to electricity. Luigi Galvani
» Voltaic pile. Alessandro Volta

Notes

1 The scene shows aman standing at a desk, sticking out his hand to an
officer in awindow that reads, in mirror writing: Customs.

2 OneBay acomplete seriesis advertised (15 EUR), with alo-res picture
of the whole collection, including the five bands missing in my
grandfather’s collection. The information on the back, however, is not
given. It leads to a highly speculative history of energy.

A man in agown watching a T-shaped object.

A childin acellar, sitting on astool at atable with gray objects.

A soldier kneeling beside a child, in front of atrain, and in front of a boat.
A low table with agiant cartwheel of sorts and a box.

A vertical object with what seems to be a bell on top.

the-documents.c

» Ogcillating circuit. Guglielo [sic] Marconi

*  Development of the telephone. Graham Bell

»  Telephone, beginning of the 20th century

* Next to hiswirelesstelegraph. Guglielo [sic]
Marconi

» Invention of the incandescent light bulb.
Thomas Alva Edison

* Morse' stelegraph. Samuel Morse

The seriesisincomplete.”



rg A smoker’s history of energy

type date filename size author
scan 18.08.2021 Document_2021-07-23_160752. jpg 10MB Arnout De Cleene
category

collecting, physics, technology

11:02:08



A square photograph with an Arabic and French
text underneath it is mounted on afoam board,

in turn mounted on a sheet of plexiglass.

The picture in the middle is flanked by a
photograph of and atext about the tumuli of Umm
Jidr (left) and the excavations at Abou Saybi (right).
They are mounted on the West wall of Guest Room
3 at the Qual’ at Al-Bahrain Site Museum,

Seef, Bahrain.

Necropolises make up the main archaeological
testimonies of the Tylos period (4th century BC —
3rd century AD). The urn in the photograph
contains the remains of several babies. They most
likely fell victim to an epidemic. The size of

the ruler next to the urn remains unspecified.

Notes
The photograph of Room 3 was made while in mandatory self-isolation

after flying to Bahrain from Frankfurt and waiting for the result of a
Covid-19 test.

the-documents.c



rg Room 3

type date filename size author
photograph 11.12.2020 _44A7372.dng 49,3MB Michiel De Cleene
category

archaeology, Bahrain, epidemic, scale, decoration

11:02:09



Holding two cans of spray paint, acity employee _
walks through a sweet chestnut grove on the the-documents.c

graveyard. He' s looking for potholes.



rg Potholes

type date filename size author
photograph 15.07.2021 IMG_7751_HEIC 4,7 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

fissure, government, sign, tree

11:02:09



In Sx Sories from the End of Representation,
James Elkins writes. * Astrophysicists are well
practised in “cleaning up” photographic plates by
adjusting colour and contrast, removing images of
dust, correcting aberrations, restoring lost pixels,
and balancing uneven background illumination.
When it comes to blur, the usual strategy isto
specify what counts as “smooth” and what counts as
“pointlike,” and then refine the image until it
exhibits the required pointlike properties'*. $till,
some astronomic images keep a certain amount of
blur (although it would be technically possible to
delineate them). Elkins continues: * blur does not
need to be a matter of distance from some
hypothetical optimal clarity: it can be afunctional
scale, independent of the viewer’ s notions of clarity
and even of the image itself’?.

On the night of 22 November 2021, | join John
Sussenbach in his backyard while he captures
Neptune.

He invites me to join him and hiswife for dinner. A
prayer. Soup and bread. The images he makes, he
explains, are complex from atemporal point of
view. The light coming from Neptune has travelled
for four hours before it reaches us. Moreover, these
images are not photographs of a singular moment,
but stacked frames of a video-recording. In doing
so, he can, to some extent, eliminate the effects of a
bad ‘seeing’: the negative effect atmospheric
turbulence has on the light that reaches the
telescope.

A bright dot isjumping around on his laptop’s
screen. ‘ That's Neptune’, he says. With hisindex
finger he follows the dot. ‘ That’ s the bad seeing.
That’sthe unrest.’

The next day | send him the photograph | took of
him standing on his ladder, dangerously placed on
the edge of the tarp covering his pool. ‘Nice to see
the open star cluster Pleiades in your photograph’,
he replies. He attaches the image he made that
night: ‘If there would have been a clear storm on
Neptune, it would have shown’.

Sources

Image by John Sussenbach. 22 November 2021 19.00 UT North up
C14 /11 and ASC462MC camera plus ADC, Houten (NL)

1 Elkins, J. Sx Sories fromthe End of Representation. Imagesin Painting,
Photography, Astronomy, Microscopy, Particle Physics, and Quantum
Mechanics, 1980-2000. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2008, 59.

2 Ibid., 62-63.

the-documents.c



rg

Neptune in opposition [16/20] — Unrest

GSC 5247:499 (m 12.66)

22 November 2021 19.00 UT North up
C14 /11 and ASC482MC camera plus ADC

filename
type date nep221121-1900UT-RGB-AS1462MC- size
photograph 30.09.2022 JSussenbach. jpg 74 KB

category
astronomy, encounter, house, mistake, Neptune, physics, technology

11:02:10

Triton (m 1S

J.Sussenbach
Houten (NL)

author
De Cleene De Cleene
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rg Neptune in opposition [16/20] — Unrest
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Theriver swells and eventually overflows, causing the-documents.c
the death of six people and extensive damage:

washed away bridges, damaged homes, submerged

factories, destroyed food stocks, heavily eroded

roads and paths.



rg 12M m3 [3/8] Swell

type date filename size author
photograph 01.12.2021 IMG_0507b. jpg 6,12 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

impact, landscape, precipitation

11:02:11



The GPS-plotter displays the ship near Keyhaven )
Lake, indefinitely. The sea appears cam, the the-documents.

horizon is level from one perspective.



rg Wheelhouse (replica)

type date filename size author
photograph 20.03.2022 bridge_001.jpg 15,31 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

map/plan, Reference Guide, replica/copy, sea, sticker, trompe l%oeil

11:02:11



A carving that looks like a stitched-up scar (along,
dlightly curved line crossed at aright angle by
eleven short straight lines) isinserted into a short
statement about Celine and Logan. An initial of
Celine' slast nameisincluded. At first sight it looks
likea*D’, but the line through the middie might just
aswell makeit a‘B’. Maybe it was Celine D who
added the line in an attempt to convince those
reading the roofing that it's actually Celine B who
blows Logan.

the-documents.c



rg Roofing (4) — Celine & Logan

type date filename size author
photograph 14.04.2021 IMG_6511. jpeg 7MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, decoration, fissure, mistake, parking, roofing, sign

11:02:12



