


the-documents.org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Residu, LIGO,
Neptune in opposition [6/20] – Pier, A Seismic Change, Neptune
in opposition [11/20] – Alpine, Neptune in opposition [11/20] –
Alpine, Une étoile est-elle un document?, Dust, Estuary,
CLOSED NO POWER. For prescriptions go to Walgreens 2690
Mission OPEN UNTIL 5 PM., Huang Baomei, Neptune in
opposition [10/20] – Kinship, Straight in the morning, curvy in
the afternoon, The Imaginary Edge of the Roadway, Straight in
the morning, curvy in the afternoon, Marmara
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information
upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.’ (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality –
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses
into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo­
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In 
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be
one, presumably because it would then be framed – or
reframed – as an example, specimen, or instance’.
The gathered files are all documents – if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into
an ‘antelope’.

Paper Knowledge,

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.
It documented your path through the website.
As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this – a new document.

This document was compiled by ____ on 09.11.2025 01:53,
printed on ____ and contains 16 documents on 36 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/08-11-2025-6685/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes

De Cleene De Cleene is Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene.
Together they form a research group that focusses on novel ways of
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from a cultural and critical
perspective.
www.decleenedecleene.be / info@decleenedecleene.be
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the-documents.orgThe last couple of days have been dry. Rain is
expected for the weekend. The office buckets are in
place and are empty, except for some residue. Dirt,
sand, a few hairs. Some particles must have come
along with the drops when they made their way
through the roof.



the-documents.org Residu

type
photograph

date
07.08.2025

filename
IMG_5108.HEIC

size
3,3MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
architecture, collecting, data storage, precipitation, leakage

16:40:13



the-documents.orgTo detect gravitational waves, physicists built
enormous research centers, amongst others
at Livingston, Louisiana. The facility mainly
consists of two tunnels in an L-shape. Mirrors
inside provide data. Disturbances from gravitational
waves are miniscule. To prevent interference from
outside, such as vibrations caused by people passing
in the neighbourhood, the mirrors have to be
detached from the earth. They ‘float’, suspended by
glass fibers in a pendulum-like construction.
As I was watching my screen, a courier was on his
way to deliver a book (Noel-Todd, J. The Penguin
Book of the Prose Poem: From Baudelaire to Anne
Carson. London: Penguin, 2019).



the-documents.org LIGO

type
screenshot

date
24.11.2020

filename
LIGO.png

size
6,9MB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
physics, seismology, mirror, interference, book, architecture, mistake

18:44:43



Notes

In August 2019, I visited Chris De Pauw, an astrophotographer, at home.
He showed me his private observatory. As we were both waiting for
clouds to obscure the sun and get softer light for the photograph, he told
me about the rolling shed, its advantages and the modifications he was
planning on. 
On closing the observatory – by rolling the shed over the instrument – he
manoeuvred the instrument into its ‘park’-position: an azimuth of 160
degrees and an elevation of 8 degrees above the horizon. The shed’s
doors and hinges barely cleared the telescope.

•

the-documents.orgAs an architectural structure, the pier is fundamental
in observational astronomy: it can be found in the
backyards of amateur observatories, as well as in
professional ones. This column is a quintessential
part of the physical interventions that are necessary
to distinguish noise from valuable data. The pier
disjoints the telescope from the observer, from the
observatory and from the surroundings. Tremors of
passing cars, the astronomer’s footsteps and coughs,
the neighbour’s soundsystem: they could result in
an agitated telescope. A falling mug would cause
the instrument to shift lightyears away from its
target.



the-documents.org Neptune in opposition [6/20] – Pier

type
photograph

date
21.09.2022

filename
_44A7375.dng, _44A7394.dng

size
55,61 MB,
56,96 MB

author
De Cleene De Cleene

category
architecture, astronomy, encounter, Neptune, technology

18:44:57



the-documents.org



the-documents.org Neptune in opposition [6/20] – Pier

18:44:57



the-documents.orgThe road down from the top of Mount Vesuvius,
at Atrio Del Cavallo. The sun sets. The last tourist
bus has headed down. Then the headlights of
the guardian’s car swing their way down. It must be
freezing. I am holding an orange-sized piece of
petrified lava, probably stemming from the 1872 or
1944 eruption. A kilometer further down the road,
the old Observatory is empty. Nowadays, moni­
toring seismic changes is done in a research centre
in the city of Naples. Their seismographic regis­
trations can be followed online, in real time. Two
headlights swirling along the slopes, underneath me,
are coming upwards.



the-documents.org A Seismic Change

type
audio

date
15.01.2021

filename
A seismic change.mp3

size
862KB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
automobile, data storage, dusk, seismology, Vesuvius

18:45:05



the-documents.orgThe car is parked on a gravel path, a few metres
down from the small road crossing the village. It
would be hopelessly stuck the next morning. While
trying to capture Neptune through the rental
telescope, I run back and forth between the tripod
on the small lawn and the trunk several times to get
other eyepieces and adapters.

I align the telescope, using three stars: Vega,
Arcturus and Deneb. 

I hear an animal. I look up and notice the interior
light of the car has switched on. 

A motorcycle around 3:14. The driver is shifting
gears rapidly. I don’t see any headlights in the
valley.

Fog sets in. Saturn practically disappears from
sight. Jupiter appears as a blob. 

I’m 380m above sea level. The highest hill in the
area is barely 500m of height. Still, the fog and the
settling dew, along with the nightly cold give it
something strangely alpine. 

The fog lifts.

I can still clearly see the ridge in the east. It should
be darker.



the-documents.org Neptune in opposition [11/20] – Alpine

type
photograph

date
26.09.2022

filename
_44A2196.dng

size
48,96 MB

author
De Cleene De Cleene

category
angst, astronomy, automobile, landscape, map/plan, Neptune, parking, technology

18:45:13



the-documents.orgThe car is parked on a gravel path, a few metres
down from the small road crossing the village. It
would be hopelessly stuck the next morning. While
trying to capture Neptune through the rental
telescope, I run back and forth between the tripod
on the small lawn and the trunk several times to get
other eyepieces and adapters.

I align the telescope, using three stars: Vega,
Arcturus and Deneb. 

I hear an animal. I look up and notice the interior
light of the car has switched on. 

A motorcycle around 3:14. The driver is shifting
gears rapidly. I don’t see any headlights in the
valley.

Fog sets in. Saturn practically disappears from
sight. Jupiter appears as a blob. 

I’m 380m above sea level. The highest hill in the
area is barely 500m of height. Still, the fog and the
settling dew, along with the nightly cold give it
something strangely alpine. 

The fog lifts.

I can still clearly see the ridge in the east. It should
be darker.



the-documents.org Neptune in opposition [11/20] – Alpine

type
photograph

date
26.09.2022

filename
_44A2196.dng

size
48,96 MB

author
De Cleene De Cleene

category
angst, astronomy, automobile, landscape, map/plan, Neptune, parking, technology

18:45:14



Notes

Briet is cited in Lisa Gitelman’s Paper Knowledge (2014).

Sources

Briet, S. Qu’est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951. Online:
http://martinetl.free.fr/suzannebriet/questcequeladocumentation/briet.pdf 

the-documents.orgIn the introduction to her book Qu’est-ce que la
documentation?, French ‘documentalist’ Suzanne
Briet asks what a document is. In a scrappy scan of
her book I found online I am highlighting almost
everything she writes. Is a star a document? Briet
says it isn’t. But the catalogues and photographs of
stars are. When I quickly opened the file with
Apple’s ‘Preview’ application to check the above
paraphrase, the highlighted sentences were illegible.



the-documents.org Une étoile est-elle un document?

type
screenshot

date
17.05.2021

filename
Schermafbeelding 2021-05-13 om
11.41.58.png

size
201KB

author
De Cleene De Cleene

category
astronomy, book, mistake, replica/copy

18:45:36



the-documents.orgTen years ago, in November, I drove up to Frisia –
the northernmost province of The Netherlands. I
was there to document the remains of air
watchtowers: a network of 276 towers that were
built in the fifties and sixties to warn the troops and
population of possible aerial danger coming from
the Soviet Union. It was very windy. The camera
shook heavily. The poplars surrounding the
concrete tower leaned heavily to one side.

I drove up to the seaside, a few kilometers farther.
The wind was still strong when I reached the grassy
dike that overlooked the kite-filled beach. I exposed
the last piece of film left on the roll. Strong gusts of
wind blew landwards.

Months later I didn’t bother to blow off the dust that
had settled on the film before scanning it. A
photograph without use, with low resolution, made
for the sake of the archive’s completeness. 

The dust on the film appears to be carried
landwards, by the same gust of wind lifting the kites.



the-documents.org Dust

type
photograph

date
06.09.2021

filename
LWT-Oudemirdum0002.tif

size
28,17 MB

author
Michiel De Cleene

category
architecture, archive, data storage, landscape, sea, wind

18:45:55



the-documents.orgIn between two cities along the Belgian coast, water
has run from the dunes (and the Second World War
Heritage site scattered among them), underneath the
coastal road and tram rails, to the beach. It has
formed a small S-shaped estuary, bound to
disappear due to the increasingly harsh wind
coming from the coast of Britain, blowing North-
easterly, and hammering down on the levee.
The vibrations of the empty Ostend-bound tram
passing just before the photograph was taken, had
no visible impact on the estuary.



the-documents.org Estuary

type
photograph

date
28.12.2020

filename
WhatsApp Image 2020-12-28 at
21.45.31.jpeg

size
393KB

author
Arnout De Cleene

category
precipitation, wind, sea, sand

18:46:02


