


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Dobermans,
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Desiccation, Crash (1), Pauli, Nap, May 7th, 1992, Interviews
with residents of Sandersleben, no specific location, 2023 [1], St.
Mary’s Church, Sandersleben (Saxony-Anhalt), 2020, Detail of a
wall, Salzmiinde (Saxony-Anhalt), June 2023, A Single Spark
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 07.01.2026 09:18,
printed on and contains 17 documents on 38 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/07-01-2026-6738/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.
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‘Exit at the dock and kill some rats. Go around the
building to the left, killing the guard and his rats
before flipping the switch. Another guard arrives
kill him too, taking the medkits from both your
victims. Enter the now open front door and kill the
guard on the balcony and his friend who appears on
the ground floor. Grab the shells from your second
kill then shoot out the window and kill the
Dobermans who jump through when you get too
close’

Sources
Tomb Raider 1. The Complete Guide to the Dagger of Xian.

Downloaded from http://www.the-spoiler.com on 4 August, 1999, at
15:03.

the-documents.c
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type date filename size author
scan 14.12.2025 walkthrough.jpg 1,9MB Arnout De Cleene
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animal, encounter, leakage, manual, precipitation
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Conducting research into the effects on energy
consumption of blockchain-based applications such
as bitcoin, | was triggered by the fact that many of
the facilities making blockchain-mining* possible
are located in Georgia. Low energy prices and a
relaxed taxation policy are said to be among the
reasons why companies such as Bitfury locate their
plants there.

After athree-day hike in the Caucasus Mountains,
on the Georgian side of the border with Chechnya,
we are invited to pitch our tent in the garden of
Murati, alocal farmer in asmall mountain village.
We are overwhelmed by the scenery and Murati’ s
hospitality. Many of the villages, thrown on the
mountain flanks, have tower-like structures of some
twenty meters high, making them all ook fortified.
They have no windows or doors on the ground

floor.?

Murati invites us into his house to drink warm milk
with hisfamily and brings us cheese-filled bread.
One of us speaks Russian. He inspects our

backpacks, headlights and drinking bags. Hetells us
a 500 kilogram pig of hisdid not return to the house

that night. The family is saddened.

Notes

1. ‘Mining’ iswhat is being done when data— a transaction — hasto be
added to the blockchain (which, initself, isthe sum of al previous
transactions, added to each other as data). To do this, computers have to
solve acomplex mathematical puzzle, which is crucial for the
trustworthiness of the system, but for which loads of energy is needed.
Criticism on the effects of blockchain-mining is growing, asit hasa
gruesome effect on resources. In 2018, Andrew North writes, Bitfury
used 28 million kilowatt-hours of electricity per month, equalling the
consumption of 120,000 Georgian households.

the-documents.c

In the evening, we see him taking his granddaughter
by the hand. They walk to the highest point of the
gravel road in front of his house and together watch
the last light of the day fall on the snow-covered
triangular peak of one of the Caucasus' highest
mountains.

I’m mistrusting my memory and look the passage
up in the journal we kept. The villageis called
Zagar. The mountain is Mount Tetnuldi. The
granddaughter’s name is Anna.

When | click through to one of the websites
promising information on Georgia s blockchain
economy, | happen to stumble on a dark web-
related website and access is denied.’
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type date filename size author
photograph 22.08.2021 _MG_6532.JPG, JPEG 5,9vB Arnout De Cleene
category

animal, impact, economy, landscape, technology, government, house, numismatics, blockchain, encounter
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The Sedum reflexum grows on rocky soilsand in the-documents.c
crevices of walls. In L herbier classique, itis |
depicted in two ways, just like the other plantsin

the book. This double portraiture isimportant, the

author states in the introduction: ‘ one consists of the

reproductions of the photographs taken by the

author of thisbook [...]; the other, drawings made

by excellent artists who observed the plants

themselves, showing details photography can’t

reproduce, highlighting aspects the photographs

leave untouched. [...] From this double

representation, interesting comparisons can be

made, highly enlightening from an artistic point of

view, between the readlistic aspect of nature’s

“productions’ and the interpretation thereof by the

draftsman’ (5).

A detail not covered by the drawing of the sedum
reflexum, is the presence of other speciesin the
vicinity of the plant, adetail shown in the
photograph and described in the caption:

‘The Common houseleek grows on the same rocks,
with its rosette of leaves pretending to be an
artichoke’ (59).



rg Pretending to be an artichoke

"‘ 58 HERBIER CLASSIQUE DESCRIPTION DES ESPECES

\l CRASSULACEES Orpin

# 16. —L'Orpin réfléchi (Sedum reflezum— Sedum, du
latin sedere, s'asseoir, parce que beaucoup de ces plantes
ont des tiges rampantes qui sc redressent dans leur partie
supéricure, formant un angle droit; elles sont comme
assises sur le sol).

Herbe vivace, de 10 & 40 centimétres de
haut, a feuilles épaisses (plante grasse), ren-
fermant une provision d’eau qui permet a
la plante de supporter longtemps la séche-
resse sur les rochers ou dans les fentes
des murs. Cerlaines tiges ne portent pas
de fleurs el se terminent en cone renversé.

Fleurs élégantes, délicates, pédoncu-
lées, groupées en cymes dont les rameaux
sont d’abord recourbés, réfléchis, vers le
bas, puis se redressent plus tard. Calice
ayant de 6 a 8 sépales libres. Corolle d'un

jaune superbe formée de 6 a 8 pétales
: égaux, libres. 12 2 16 ¢lamines. Ovaire libre
formé d'autant de carpelles séparés qu'il y
‘[ a de pétales. Chaque carpelle se (rans-
‘) forme en un fruit sec s‘ouvrant par une

Fig. 75. — ORPIN BRULANT.
a. Fleur.

seule fente (follicule). L'0rpin réfléchi fleurit de juillet en aott dans
les lieux secs, sur les rochers, sur les toits, entre les fentes des murs
[‘ et a leur sommet.
it Sert en horticulture pour orner les rochers artificiels, les
ns, pour garnir les poleries suspendues. Comme tous
les Orpins, il renferme un principe acre qui I'a fait longtemps
employer, en médecine populaire, comme vomitif. Il est peu recom-
mandable pour cet usage. i

Espéces voisines. Trés nombreuses; toutes fleurissent, comme la
précédente, au ceeur de I'été. L'Ompin bradant ou Poivre de muraille
(S. acre) [fig. 75), & fleurs jaunes &  pétales, & feuilles cylindriques,
courtes, rapprochées. L'Orpin blanc ou Raisin-de-rat (S. album) a des
fleurs blanches & 5 pétales, des feuilles allongées, écartées. Ges deux
esptees vivent sur les rochers. L'Owpin reprise (S. telephium) vit dans
Ies bois humides et alteint 60 centimétres. Il a des racines renflées,
des feuilles dentées, de jolies fleurs roses trés nombreuses. A Jjoui
autrefois d'une grande réputation pour la reprise des plaies.

Fig. 76. — L’ORPIN
REFLECHI.

(Sur les mémes'vochers croft la Joubarbe des toils, dont la rosette de feuilles
simule wn artichant.)

type date filename size author
scan 15.08.2021 Document_2021-07-19_111850. jpg 10MB Arnout De Cleene
category

book, botany, encyclopaedi fissure
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Besides the scale indicating the length in
centimeters, and the marks made by using it, a
folding ruler displays other marks. These are the
marks found on the weber broutin www.weber -
broutin.be folding ruler, from left to right:

2m (in aframe, between 1cm and 2cm);
indicating the total length of the folding ruler.
a hexagon, barely visible, punched into

the wood (between 2cm and 3cm); unknown
signification.

LUXMA (in aframe, between 4cm and 5¢cm);
the manufacturer of the folding ruler (different
from the company who ordered the folding
ruler, their (the company’s, i.c. weber-
broutin’s) name is printed on the sides of
theruler, and is only readable when the ruler is
folded together for at least 50% (=1m).

[l (in an oval, between 6cm and 7cm);
indication of the preciseness of the scalein
centimeters, with ‘I’ in roman numbers
meaning the most precise, and ‘ IV’ in roman
numbers meaning the least precise. (It is
therefore not entirely certain that the ‘111" on
weber-broutin’s folding ruler can actually be
found between 6cm and 7cm.)

D 99 (in an oval, probably between 7cm and
8cm, see argument mentioned above);
unknown signification.

1.1.60 (in an oval, probably between 7cm and
8cm, beneath D 99), signification unknown.

the-documents.c



rg Measures

Al

L B T
1E2 3 4mpms 6@7828 9 1) 1 12 13 14 5 16-1 18

e e e e

filename
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scan 26.12.2020 26_153034 . jpg 659KB Arnout De Cleene
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Depending on the language one chooses, the
Wikipedia entry for ‘document’ shows a different
picture. The French-language page shows what
appears to be a Slovenian thesis written in 1984.
The caption statesit is a‘book of Czechoslovak
computer science author Kvétoslav Soustal about
computer networks' . The image was uploaded by
Kelovy, a Slovakian mushroom-picker.

The anonymous hand rests on alemon-yellow
tablecloth, on which ayellow book and a blue
binded file lie. The top left corner is the most
intriguing, however: the tablecloth seemsto be
draped over alemon, alongside a drinking glass.
The cloth, however, does not get shaped

by the lemon. Nor does the shadow-side of the
lemon coincide with the shadow the other
documents throw on the tablecloth. A closer look

seems to indicate that the lemon isin fact an image

of alemon, printed on a plastic napkin.
The Russian wikipedia shows the image of alease

agreement. The German wikipediafor ‘ document’
istext only.

Sources

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Document#/media/Fichier: KVETOSLAV_S

OUSTAL_BOOK.JPG, created October 3, 2006 / original in original:
paper, 1984

the-documents.c
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SLOVENSKA VYSOKA SKOLA TECHNICKA V BRATISLAVE
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Ing. Kuétoslav Soustal
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type date filename size author
photograph 23.12.2020 KVETOSLAV_SOUSTAL_BOOK.JPG 956KB Arnout De Cleene

category
book, encyclopaedia, fruit, food, trompe I%oeil, cloth, manual, technology
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At the State Archivein Kortrijk, I am leafing
through a 1955 photo album of the construction of
the provisiona church in Lokeren by the famous
furniture company Kunstwerkstede De Coene.
Gigantic wooden, prefabricated beams structure
the building. It iscold. An old man in agrey suit
shuffles between the racks to ook up the date of
birth of his great great grandmother. Snow covers
the unfinished provisional roof. A bus passes,

I reckon, through the pouring rain.

the-documents.c
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type date filename size author
audio 22.12.2020 VP100184 .MP3 1,8MB Arnout De Cleene
category

archive, architecture, book, data storage, De Coene, precipitation

09:17:13



The Bahrain Formula 1 Grand Prix takes place
every year since the track’ sinauguration in 2004 —
except for 2011 when the race was cancelled due to
protests in the wake of the Arab Spring. To prevent
sand from covering the track and entering the air-
ducts and engines, the sand near the track is sprayed
with an adhesive to keep it from blowing around.

The cloud of sand in the picture (made near Avenue
61 on an artificial island close to Seef) was made by
kicking it into the frame while M.R. and M.D.C.
had to stop and wait for atruck that was being
towed after the driver lost control over the vehicle
and flipped it onto its side. Days earlier M.D.C. had
tried to make a photograph of the F1-track, but
couldn’t get close enough to make a decent picture.

the-documents.c



rg Adhesive

type date filename size author
photograph 18.12.2020 _44A7884 .dng 58,4MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, Bahrain, crash, drought, sand, trompe l%oeil

09:17:14



An architect in Z. receives areminder. ‘ Please send,
as soon as possible, the plans of the construction
before the damage.’ The reminder was sent by the
Ministry of Reconstruction, in 1951. The architect’s
addressin Z., as mentioned in thisfile, is nowadays
a house adjacent to Saloon Redbarn, a hall used for
activities organized by a club of country and
western-aficionados.

Sources
Semi-translucent paper, typoscript, stamps, handwritten notes and

signature, from the archive of architect O. Clemminck, file ‘Remi Van
Bockstael’

the-documents.c
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164.762/EDK/Y DW
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type date filename size author
scan 14.12.2020 Ministerie_van_wederopbouw.pdf ivMB Arnout De Cleene
category

architecture, house, archive, map/plan, 0. Clemminck, government, insurance
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A sheet of brushed aluminium serves as the base for
amonochromatic print showing a circular floor plan
and seven photographs. The nearby Prosopis
cineraria, known asthe ‘Tree of Life', isawell-
known tourist attraction in the Arabian Desert near
Jebel Dukhan. The plague shows how the recently
constructed concrete structure, circling the four
hundred year old tree, allows the visitors to see and
photograph the landmark in new and — because of
the tree’ s decentralized position — surprising ways.
In summer the temperature can rise well over 40°C.
The different expansion rates of the aluminium and
itsimprint cause the latter to crack.

the-documents.c



rg Desiccation

type date filename size author
photograph 12.12.2020 IMG_4888.HEIC 2,2MB Michiel De Cleene
category

Bahrain, botany, drought, map/plan, tree, fissure, sand, sign, physics, scale
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In June, 2014, a severe hailstorm hit Belgium.
Warnings were broadcast. A football game between
the national teams of Belgium and Tunisiawas
paused. The morning after, there were small dents
in the hood and the roof of the car, each asquare
centimeter in size, some 10 centimeters separated
from each other. The storm didn’t get a name.

Assessing the damage, the insurance company’s
expert took the dents into account to establish the
wreck’ sworth.

the-documents.c
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type date filename size author
photograph 16.10.2020 IMG_2236.JPG 2,8MB Arnout De Cleene
category

automobile, crash, precipitation, insurance

09:17:21



At the office,' agray and a green bucket are
meticulously positioned on the floor to catch the
water dripping from the ceiling.” It has been avery
wet few months.

Perpendicularly above the green bucket is the
office’ s smoke detector, which, when it rains, could
be mistaken for a sprinkler. The gray bucket is
positioned perpendicularly beneath the electric line
leading to the smoke detector. The lamp doesn’t
leak.

The nineteenth-century building was designed by
the renowned architect Adolphe Pauli.’ The offices
of my former employer were also housed in a Pauli
building. Over there, it was a mop that was used to
evacuate water from the recurrently flooded ground
floor hallway.

Notes

1 the-documents.org HQ

2 Thereason for theleaksis said to be the use of screws that cause an
electrolytic reaction.

3 Shortly after documenting the above, the roof came down. The buckets
only partly catched the plaster.

the-documents.c
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type date filename size author
photograph 06.08.2025 IMG_5104.HEIC; IMG_5106.HEIC 2,6MB; 2,6MB Arnout De Cleene
category

architecture, fissure, precipitation, roofing, trompe I%oeil, leakage
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