


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and

generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.
Your path through the collection lead along Mould, Crotton
d Or, A Bibliographic Reference, A Dead Insect on the Trunk of a
Cedrus Atlantica Glauca, A flowering juneberry signals a
beekeeper’ s spring, A Glass Bubble, A Seismic Change, A
smoker’ s history of energy, Adhesive, Album, An Unfired
Mortar, Another letter from abroad, Anraum, Antlers, APOTD, At
the copyshop, Battery, Bent Concrete, Birthday Omen, Block,
Border, Cobalt, Cover, Crash (1), Crash (2), Crocodile Copy,
Croulton d' Or, Deneef ‘for ever’, Desiccation, Directory, Dome,
Dust, Elevator, Essie, Estuary, F 6, Flint, From Asturias, Into
Cantabria, Gatun Locks, Gold Varnish, Guzmania, Hitch My
Wagon To A Star, Hétéroclites, 164.762/EDK/Y DW, |guanodon,
Index, Inflation, Investment, It’'s Pouring, Launching a Website,
Lemon, LIGO, Magic Mountain, Magnifier, Mai Ndombe,
Mammoth Tree and the Golden Spurs, March, Market, Marmara,
Measures, Mirror, Mould, Mushroom Picking Prohibited, N
47°12.346' E 18°10.400', Original Copy, Passing Time Near a
Particle Accelerator, Phase, Pipe, Plaster, Populus, Potholes,
Pretending to be an artichoke, Quarry, Raisins, Roofing (1),
Roofing (2), Roofing (3) — Simon, tu me manques, Roofing (4) —
Celine & Logan, Roofing (5) — UDI, Roofing (6) — JEM

06.02.2022



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gittelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into an
‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 06.02.2022 11:21,
printed on and contains 80 documents on 165 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/06-02-2022-3768/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes Sources

* DeCleene De Cleeneis Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene. * Briet, S. Qu'est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951.
Together they form aresearch group that focusses on novel ways of » Gittelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from acultural and critical Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.
perspective. *  Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.
www.decleenedecl eene.be / info@decl eenedecl eene.be

e This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish /e covere | HO
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT ((\e Flanders Sowen vomu| GENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects, State of the Art swwonn| - howest

financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.




At adental practice, the white Alligat®-powder is
mixed with the right amount of water to get a
mouldable dough that is pressed upon a patient’s
teeth. After thirty seconds, the Alligat®-dough
stiffens and takes on a rubber-like quality. At that
point, still white, it must be removed from the
patient’s mouth. Over the next few hours, the mould
turnsincreasingly pink as the substance becomes
less humid. Now, it can be used as a mould to create
apositive master cast of the patient’s teeth.

Outside the dental practice, the powder’s
possibilities remain to be fully explored.

the-documents.c

Sources

First published as part of De Cleene De Cleene. ‘ Amidst the Fire, | Was
Not Burnt’, Trigger (Special issue: Uncertainty), 2. FOMU/Fw:Books,
25-30
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type date filename size
photograph 27.01.2022 _44A3429 . tif 36,81 MB
category

manual, medicine, packaging, repair, replica/copy
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De Cleene De Cleene



The archive of O. Clemminck, architect, was
preserved in abox of croutons— by him, the
historian who gave it to my father, or someone else
(it contains a letter written by Clemminck’ s widow
asking aclient to pay the bill her husband had sent).
The croutons had aflavor of fine herbs and, a stamp
on the box with the plansin it says, should have
been consumed before April 1987.

the-documents.c



rg Crolton d' Or

type date filename size author
photograph 14.01.2022 _MG_7420.3PG 6MB Arnout De Cleene
category

architecture, archive, data storage, food, O. Clemminck, packaging

11:20:38



‘ORIGINAL. Riredetout ce qui est origind, le the-documents.c
hair, le bafouer, et I’ exterminer si I’ on peut.’ |

['ORIGINAL. Laugh with everything that’s
original, hate it, scold it, exterminate it if you can.’]

Sources

Flaubert. Bouvard et Pécuchet (présenté par Raymond Queneau). Paris:
Livre de poche, 1959 (with p. 232-233: dried leaf of a ginkgo tree, and p.
324-325: dried leaf of abirch tree), p. 429 [2,00 EUR, Librairie Vic-sur-
Cére, August 2021].
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A Bibliographic Reference

type
photograph

category

date
14.09.2021

peur des déceptions;
‘¢cartaient d'eux, les
jen, et leur solitude
t complet.

fvre, et le refermaient;

En dautres jours, ils avaient lidée de
jardin, au bout d’un quart d’heure unc
pres ou de voir leur ferme, ils en reves
eurés; ou de s'occuper de leur ménage, Ger-
ussait des lamentations; ils y yenoncerent.
ard voulut dresser le catalogue du muséum, et
aécffia ces bibelots stupides.
cuchet emprunta la canarditre de Langlois pour
des alouettes; l'arme, éclatant du premicr coup,
it le tuer.
Donc ils vivaient dans cet ennui de la campagne, st
flourd quand le ciel blanc caresse de sa monotonie un
cceur sans espoir. On ¢coute le pas d’un homme en
sabots qui longe le mur, ou Jes gouttes de la pluic
tomber du toit par terre. De temps 4 autre, une feuille
vient froler la vitre, puis tournoie et s'en va.

filename

_MG_7413.3PG

size
5,2MB

book, i i
botany, tree, encyclopaedia, replica/copy, literature, collecting

11:20:49

author
Arnout De Cleene



It'searly spring. The pool is covered with a sheet of
plastic. The deciduous trees are just leafing out. A
tree stump serves as a placeholder for the diving
board’ sfoot — it was customary to take it indoors
for winter — and keeps people from kicking its
threaded rods sticking up from the silex tiles that
line the pool.

The upper right corner of the plastic frameis
missing. It’s probably where the insect — now dead,
dry and yellowish — got in. The frame was | eft
behind in the laundry room overlooking the garden,
the pool and the pool house. At thetime it hadn’t
been used for quite awhile. Half empty,

the water green.

In summer, when the wind dropped, horse-flies
came. Y ou could shake them off temporarily by
swimming a few meters underwater.

the-documents.c



rg A Dead Insect on the Trunk of a Cedrus Atlantica Glauca

type date filename size author
scan 22.07.2021 pool . jpg 38,87 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, botany, cloth, decoration, family, tree

11:20:52



When the juneberry (Amelanchier Lamarckii)
flowers, the beekeeper knows it’stime to add afirst
honey super to the hive. Winter’s over and worker-
foraging bees will fly out and come back with their
stomachs full of nectar. To avoid larvae in the
honey, the beekeeper will place agrid —the so-
called queen excluder — between the main
compartment of the hive and the honey super.

the-documents.c



rg A flowering juneberry signals a beekeeper’s spring

type date filename size author
photograph 23.04.2021 _44A0321.dng 45,58MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, botany, food, tree

11:20:52



The door leading to the kitchen has a section in
stained glass. The other day, | took a closer look at
one of the spots on it, which | had half-consciously
registered every time | passed it. On two square
meters, there are three of them. All areoval in
shape. Two of them seem to beflat bubbles of air,
haphazardly produced during the manufacturing of
the glass, | imagine. The third one, however, is
peculiar. It drew my attention because it appeared to
represent something. Upon closer investigation,

it seemed to allude to different things. A model
ship, like the onesin glass bottles. A dragon, like
the one used on the Welsh national flag. A tailed,
devilish figure riding a cloud-like motorcycle. What
skills the glass worker must have had, to produce an
imagein aglass covered air capsule like this.

| closed the door softly, asthe microwave' s signa
sounded.

the-documents.c



rg A Glass Bubble

type date filename size author
photograph 02.03.2021 _MG_6545.JPG 5,5MB Arnout De Cleene
category

alchemy, decoration, house, mistake, scale, sign, trompe 1%oeil

11:20:53



The road down from the top of Mount Vesuvius,

at Atrio Del Cavaillo. The sun sets. The last tourist
bus has headed down. Then the headlights of

the guardian’s car swing their way down. It must be
freezing. | am holding an orange-sized piece of
petrified lava, probably stemming from the 1872 or
1944 eruption. A kilometer further down the road,
the old Observatory is empty. Nowadays, moni-
toring seismic changesis done in aresearch centre
in the city of Naples. Their seismographic regis-
trations can be followed online, in real time. Two
headlights swirling along the slopes, underneath me,
are coming upwards.

the-documents.c



rg A Seismic Change

type date filename size author
audio 15.01.2021 A seismic change.mp3 862KB Arnout De Cleene
category

automobile, data storage, dusk, seismology, Vesuvius

11:20:53



A mostly empty book designed to collect cigar _
bands. The bands are glued to the paper at their |eft the-documents.c

side, so the information on the backside, explaining

the image and referring to the seriesit belongs to *  Telephone, beginning of the 20th century
and the number of different labels the series * Nextto hiswirelesstelegraph. Guglielo [sic]
contains, can be looked up. The book has complete Marconi

and incomplete series on Christopher Columbus » Invention of the incandescent light bulb.
(complete), tanks (incomplete), the origins of Thomas Alva Edison

civilization (complete), Ancient cultures * Morse' stelegraph. Samuel Morse
(incomplete), fashion (complete), South-American

sculptures (complete), Ancient columns The seriesisincomplete.

(incomplete), Nobel Prize Winners (incomplete), an
unclarified series of seven men, most of whom are
‘prof.” or ‘dr.’ (complete / incomplete), design plates
(incomplete), famous Belgians (complete /
incomplete), statesmen (incomplete) and football
players (incomplete). The first page in the book is
used to present two series. The left column presents
the Egyptian dynasty (incomplete). The middle and
right column present a series of bands by the brand
Jubilé on the history of energy in telling scenes and
pieces of machinery.

Series: Energy
Middle column, top to bottom:

*  Thewriting telegraph. Hughes

»  Experiment with a sulphur globe. William
Gilbert

*  Primitive telephone. Philipp Reis

e Wirdesstelegraph.' Guglielo [sic] Marconi

 Thearcof Volta. Sir Humphry Davy

* Fireinthewagon. Thomas Alva Edison

*  Experiments with lightning. Benjamin Franklin

» Cathodefor creating X-Rays. Wilhelm Rontgen

»  Rotating magnetic field. Galileo Ferraris

Right column, top to bottom:

» Electric discharge. William Waitt

*  Magnetic telephone. Antonio Meucci

*  Muscelsreacting to electricity. Luigi Galvani
» Voltaic pile. Alessandro Volta

* Ogcillating circuit. Guglielo [sic] Marconi

»  Development of the telephone. Graham Bell

Notes

1 The scene shows aman standing at a desk, sticking out his hand to an
officer in awindow that reads, in mirror writing: Customs.

2 OneBay acomplete seriesis advertised (15 EUR), with alo-res picture
of the whole collection, including the five bands missing in my
grandfather’s collection. The information on the back, however, is not
given. It leads to a highly speculative history of energy.

A man in agown watching a T-shaped object.

A childin acellar, sitting on astool at atable with gray objects.

A soldier kneeling beside a child, in front of atrain, and in front of a boat.
A low table with agiant cartwheel of sorts and a box.

A vertical object with what seems to be a bell on top.



rg A smoker’s history of energy

type date filename size author
scan 18.08.2021 Document_2021-07-23_160752. jpg 10MB Arnout De Cleene
category

collecting, physics, technology

11:20:54



The Bahrain Formula 1 Grand Prix takes place
every year since the track’ sinauguration in 2004 —
except for 2011 when the race was cancelled due to
protests in the wake of the Arab Spring. To prevent
sand from covering the track and entering the air-
ducts and engines, the sand near the track is sprayed
with an adhesive to keep it from blowing around.

The cloud of sand in the picture (made near Avenue
61 on an artificial island close to Seef) was made by
kicking it into the frame while M.R. and M.D.C.
had to stop and wait for atruck that was being
towed after the driver lost control over the vehicle
and flipped it onto its side. Days earlier M.D.C. had
tried to make a photograph of the F1-track, but
couldn’t get close enough to make a decent picture.

the-documents.c



rg Adhesive

type date filename size author
photograph 18.12.2020 _44A7884 .dng 58,4MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, Bahrain, crash, drought, sand, trompe l%oeil

11:20:55



At the State Archivein Kortrijk, I am leafing
through a 1955 photo album of the construction of
the provisiona church in Lokeren by the famous
furniture company Kunstwerkstede De Coene.
Gigantic wooden, prefabricated beams structure
the building. It iscold. An old man in agrey suit
shuffles between the racks to ook up the date of
birth of his great great grandmother. Snow covers
the unfinished provisional roof. A bus passes,

I reckon, through the pouring rain.

the-documents.c



r Album

type date filename size author
audio 22.12.2020 VP100184 .MP3 1,8MB Arnout De Cleene
category

archive, architecture, book, data storage, De Coene, precipitation

11:20:55



In Boarhunt, close to Winchester (UK), the fort
houses the Royal Armouries’ artillery collection. It
contains parts of the ‘ Project Babylon’ space gun,
the two part bronze Dardanelles Gun and a
collection of French field guns, captured in
Waterloo. On the lawn to the South of the fort two
neat piles of fifteen' 36” shellsflank aMallet’s
Mortar. Manufactured in 1857, the mortar remains
unfired up to this day.” In 1873, itsinventor —the
engineer and geophysicist Robert Mallet — publishes
his translation of Luigi Palmieri’s Incendio
Vesuviano. Before giving alengthy account of his
take on the present state of vulcanicity, he briefly
introduces the famous Italian vulcanologist’ s report:
‘The following Memoir of Signor Palmieri on the
eruption of Vesuviusin April of thisyear (1872),
brief asit is, embraces two distinct subjects, viz.,
his narrative as an eye-witness of the actual events
of the eruption as they occurred upon the cone and
slopes of the mountain, and his observations as to
pulses emanating from itsinterior, as indicated by
his Seismograph, and as to the electric conditions of
the overhanging cloud of smoke (so called) and
ashes, asindicated by his bifilar electrometer, both
established at the Observatory.’

Notes

1 o
o} 000
000 0000000
2. Intheoutskirts of East of London, along Repository road in Woolwich,
the only other mortar of thistypeisinstalled. This particular one fired
nineteen shells on three occasions. Each time resulting in a damaged
mortar.

the-documents.c

Sources

Screenshot taken from AbeBooks, where the first edition of The Eruption
of Vesuvius in 1872 with Notes, and an Introductory Sketch on the
Present State of Knowledge of Terrestrial Vulcanicity, the Cosmical
Nature and Relations of Volcanoes and Earthquakes s listed for 1895,00
USD. https://www.abebooks.com/first-edition/Eruption-Vesuvius-
1872.with-Notes-Introductory-Sketch/439314424/bd

Project Gutenberg’s The Eruption of Vesuviusin 1872, by Luigi Palmieri
(translated by Mallet) can be found at:
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/33483/33483-h/33483-h.htm
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An Unfired Mortar

filename
type date Schermafbeelding 2021-05-09 om size
screenshot 09.05.2021 11.39.23.png 7,30MB

category
book, encyclopaedia, landscape, physics, seismology, Vesuvius, technology

11:20:55

author
Michiel De Cleene



