


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.
Your path through the collection lead along Mould, Crotton
d’ Or, Raisins, 12M m3 [8/8] Heating, 12M m3 [5/8] It’s Freezing,
12M m3 [2/8] Thaw, Elevator, Iguanodon, Directory, A
Bibliographic Reference, This site has been seized, Pretending to
be an artichoke, Birthday Omen, Weight Bench, The Birds,

Passing Time Near a Particle Accelerator, Waybill, Gold Varnish,
It’s Pouring

04.02.2022



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gittelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into an
‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 04.02.2022 12:50,
printed on and contains 19 documents on 40 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/04-02-2022-3762/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.
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At adental practice, the white Alligat®-powder is
mixed with the right amount of water to get a
mouldable dough that is pressed upon a patient’s
teeth. After thirty seconds, the Alligat®-dough
stiffens and takes on a rubber-like quality. At that
point, still white, it must be removed from the
patient’s mouth. Over the next few hours, the mould
turnsincreasingly pink as the substance becomes
less humid. Now, it can be used as a mould to create
apositive master cast of the patient’s teeth.

Outside the dental practice, the powder’s
possibilities remain to be fully explored.

the-documents.c

Sources

First published as part of De Cleene De Cleene. ‘ Amidst the Fire, | Was
Not Burnt’, Trigger (Special issue: Uncertainty), 2. FOMU/Fw:Books,
25-30
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type date filename size
photograph 27.01.2022 _44A3429 . tif 36,81 MB
category

manual, medicine, packaging, repair, replica/copy

12:50:33

:
i 2 /
o’ m/ > .
iz

author
De Cleene De Cleene



The archive of O. Clemminck, architect, was
preserved in abox of croutons— by him, the
historian who gave it to my father, or someone else
(it contains a letter written by Clemminck’ s widow
asking aclient to pay the bill her husband had sent).
The croutons had aflavor of fine herbs and, a stamp
on the box with the plansin it says, should have
been consumed before April 1987.

the-documents.c



rg Crolton d' Or

type date filename size author
photograph 14.01.2022 _MG_7420.3PG 6MB Arnout De Cleene
category

architecture, archive, data storage, food, O. Clemminck, packaging

12:50:37



When | grew up, my parents told me that the
number of raisinsin the local baker’sraisin bread
attested to the result of the most recent soccer match
of KAA Gent. A victory was celebrated by
throwing more raisins into the dough than usual, a
loaf following a painful loss was hardly araisin
bread at al.

the-documents.c

The baker retired long ago. Today my two-year-old
son picked out al the raisins from his slice of bread.
KAA Gent’s last game was atie against Union.



rg Raisins

type date filename size author
photograph 30.12.2021 IMG_9810.HEIC 1,2 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

family, food

12:50:37



Shortly after crossing the Thur the couple reaches
their car. They’re freezing. As the sun sets they
drive through the mountai nous landscape.

The heating hurts their fingers.

The next day, they return, but the scene looks
different. I’ swarmer. The Thur appearsto
flow faster.

the-documents.c



rg 12M m3 [8/8] Heating

type date filename size author
photograph 07.12.2021 IMG_0518b. jpg 4,38 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, family, landscape, parking

12:50:37



On January 23, 2020 a young couple walks around _
the drained reservoir of Kruth-Wildenstein. the dOCU ments.c

It'sfreezing. They’re expecting their first child
within a month.



rg 12M m3 [5/8] It's Freezing

type date filename size author
photograph 04.12.2021 IMG_0509b. jpg 3,31 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

family, landscape

12:50:38



It snows on December 19, but the situation changes
on the 22nd with the arrival of an Atlantic low-

pressure area, bringing masses of hot and humid air.

Thaw follows.

And then, it snows again on December 26 and 27,
before the arrival of a new warm front on the same
day. A significant and brutal rise in temperature
ensues: at Lac Noir, at 920 m, the temperature
shoots up from 0,3 °C on December 27 at 7 AM to
7,4° Conthe28th at 9 PM.

the-documents.c



rg 12M m3 [2/8] Thaw

type date filename size author
photograph 30.11.2021 IMG_0506b. jpg 5,31 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

landscape, preci

12:50:38



The building is amost finished. One apartment is
till up for sale, on the top floor. The contractor is
finishing up. There’salong list of comments and
deficiencies that need to be addressed before the
building can be handed over definitively to the
owner. The elevator’ swalls are protected by
styrofoam to prevent squares, levels, measures,
drills, air compressors, chairs, bird cages, etc. from
making scratches on the brand new wooden
panelling.

In 1932 Brassai began taking photographs of graffiti
scratched into walls of Parisian buildings. On his
long walks he was often accompanied by the author
Raymond Queneau, who lived in the same building
but on a different floor. Brassai published a small
collection of the photographs in Minotaure,
illustrating an articletitled * Du mur des cavernes au
mur d'usine’ [*From cave wall to factory wall’].

the-documents.c



rg Elevator

type date filename size author
photograph 13.11.2021 IMG_0039. jpeg 2,57 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

architecture, decoration, sign

12:50:38



| recognized it in aflash, the late Jurassic-early
Cretaceous herbivore looming dangerously over the
road | was cycling on. | thought of Some Windy
Trees.!

A utility pole (425638, 07/99, 07/2002, COBRA),
electrical wires, a hawthorn (Crataegus) and an old
man’s beard (Clematis vitalba). A symbiosis.

Notes
1 Delbrouck, V. Some Windy Trees. Loupoigne: Wilderness, 2013.

the-documents.c



| guanodon

type date filename size author
photograph 17.10.2021 IMG_2711.jpg 4,66 MB Michiel De Cleene

category
angst, animal, book, botany, dusk, mistake, tree, trompe l"oeil, wind

12:50:38




In 2020, the print versions of the Flemish telephone
books * Gouden Gids' and ‘Witte Gids' (The Golden
Guide and The White Guide), were published for
the last time. From that year onwards, the directory
could only be accessed and consulted online. The
effect of the production of print telephone
directories on the environment is considered to be
enormous. As yearly updated, ubiguitous books,
they were publications that soon turned superfluous.
They led to piles of waste.

From the beginning of the 21st century on, both the
print version and the online version had been
available. Thiswas a period of medium transition.
During the last two decades, the print directory
increasingly referred to the websites of the
companies listed. To search for e.g. someone to
inspect the heating installation, it was possible to
find such a company’ s website via the print
directory, and consult the inspector’ s services and
price online, bypassing search engines such as
Google and its complex algorithms. The telephone
directory had athematic and alphabetical order,
combined with the possibility to buy additional
advertising space.

the-documents.c



rg Directory

VERMANDEL

schoorsteenvegers

type date filename size author

photograph 02.10.2021 _MG_7415.3PG 8,2MB Arnout De Cleene

category
book, botany, data storage, technology, waste

12:50:38



‘ORIGINAL. Riredetout ce qui est origind, le the-documents.c
hair, le bafouer, et I’ exterminer si I’ on peut.’ |

['ORIGINAL. Laugh with everything that’s
original, hate it, scold it, exterminate it if you can.’]

Sources

Flaubert. Bouvard et Pécuchet (présenté par Raymond Queneau). Paris:
Livre de poche, 1959 (with p. 232-233: dried leaf of a ginkgo tree, and p.
324-325: dried leaf of abirch tree), p. 429 [2,00 EUR, Librairie Vic-sur-
Cére, August 2021].



Irg

A Bibliographic Reference

type
photograph

category

date
14.09.2021

peur des déceptions;
‘¢cartaient d'eux, les
jen, et leur solitude
t complet.

fvre, et le refermaient;

En dautres jours, ils avaient lidée de
jardin, au bout d’un quart d’heure unc
pres ou de voir leur ferme, ils en reves
eurés; ou de s'occuper de leur ménage, Ger-
ussait des lamentations; ils y yenoncerent.
ard voulut dresser le catalogue du muséum, et
aécffia ces bibelots stupides.
cuchet emprunta la canarditre de Langlois pour
des alouettes; l'arme, éclatant du premicr coup,
it le tuer.
Donc ils vivaient dans cet ennui de la campagne, st
flourd quand le ciel blanc caresse de sa monotonie un
cceur sans espoir. On ¢coute le pas d’un homme en
sabots qui longe le mur, ou Jes gouttes de la pluic
tomber du toit par terre. De temps 4 autre, une feuille
vient froler la vitre, puis tournoie et s'en va.

filename

_MG_7413.3PG

size
5,2MB

book, i i
botany, tree, encyclopaedia, replica/copy, literature, collecting

12:50:39

author
Arnout De Cleene



Conducting research into the effects on energy
consumption of blockchain-based applications such
as bitcoin, | was triggered by the fact that many of
the facilities making blockchain-mining* possible
are located in Georgia. Low energy prices and a
relaxed taxation policy are said to be among the
reasons why companies such as Bitfury locate their
plants there.

After athree-day hike in the Caucasus Mountains,
on the Georgian side of the border with Chechnya,
we are invited to pitch our tent in the garden of
Murati, alocal farmer in asmall mountain village.
We are overwhelmed by the scenery and Murati’ s
hospitality. Many of the villages, thrown on the
mountain flanks, have tower-like structures of some
twenty meters high, making them all ook fortified.
They have no windows or doors on the ground

floor.?

Murati invites us into his house to drink warm milk
with hisfamily and brings us cheese-filled bread.
One of us speaks Russian. He inspects our
backpacks, headlights and drinking bags. Hetells us
a 500 kilogram pig of hisdid not return to the house
that night. The family is saddened.

In the evening, we see him taking his granddaughter
by the hand. They walk to the highest point of the
gravebsoad in front of his house and together watch
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plex mathematical puzzle, which is crucial for the
trustworthiness of the system, but for which loads of energy is needed.
Criticism on the effects of blockchain-mining is growing, asit hasa
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granddaughter’s name is Anna. |
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rg This site has been seized
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type date filename size author
photograph 22.08.2021 _MG_6532.JPG, JPEG 5,9vB Arnout De Cleene
category

animal, impact, economy, landscape, technology, government, house, numismatics, bitcoin, encounter

12:50:39



The Sedum reflexum grows on rocky soilsand in the-documents.c
crevices of walls. In L herbier classique, itis |
depicted in two ways, just like the other plantsin

the book. This double portraiture isimportant, the

author states in the introduction: ‘ one consists of the

reproductions of the photographs taken by the

author of thisbook [...]; the other, drawings made

by excellent artists who observed the plants

themselves, showing details photography can’t

reproduce, highlighting aspects the photographs

leave untouched. [...] From this double

representation, interesting comparisons can be

made, highly enlightening from an artistic point of

view, between the readlistic aspect of nature’s

“productions’ and the interpretation thereof by the

draftsman’ (5).

A detail not covered by the drawing of the sedum
reflexum, is the presence of other speciesin the
vicinity of the plant, adetail shown in the
photograph and described in the caption:

‘The Common houseleek grows on the same rocks,
with its rosette of leaves pretending to be an
artichoke’ (59).



rg Pretending to be an artichoke

type date filename size author
scan 15.08.2021 Document_2021-07-19_111850. jpg 10MB Arnout De Cleene
category

book, botany, encyclopaedia, fissure

12:50:39



