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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gittelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents - if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into an
‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 04.02.2022 09:18,
printed on and contains 15 documents on 33 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/04-02-2022-3758/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes Sources

* DeCleene De Cleeneis Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene. * Briet, S. Qu'est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951.
Together they form aresearch group that focusses on novel ways of » Gittelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from acultural and critical Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.
perspective. *  Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.
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e This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish /e covere | HO
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT (& Flanders Sowen vomu| GENT
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At adental practice, the white Alligat®-powder is
mixed with the right amount of water to get a
mouldable dough that is pressed upon a patient’s
teeth. After thirty seconds, the Alligat®-dough
stiffens and takes on a rubber-like quality. At that
point, still white, it must be removed from the
patient’s mouth. Over the next few hours, the mould
turnsincreasingly pink as the substance becomes
less humid. Now, it can be used as a mould to create
apositive master cast of the patient’s teeth.

Outside the dental practice, the powder’s
possibilities remain to be fully explored.

the-documents.c

Sources

First published as part of De Cleene De Cleene. ‘ Amidst the Fire, | Was
Not Burnt’, Trigger (Special issue: Uncertainty), 2. FOMU/Fw:Books,
25-30
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type date filename size author
photograph 27.01.2022 _44A3429.tif 36,81 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

manual, medicine, packaging, repair, replical/copy

09:15:26



Seven years after the devastating flood, in 1954, the
building of the dam is decided upon. Between 1959
and 1963 the infrastructure is built, and the
reservoir getsfilled with water in 1964 to act asa
buffer for sudden floods and to guarantee a flowing
Thur through the highly industrialized area
downstream.

the-documents.c



rg 12M m3 [4/8] Dam

type date filename size author
photograph 02.12.2021 IMG_0510b.jpg 5,85 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

architecture, drought, economy, landscape, precipitation

09:15:48



Cathedral glass, or Flemish glass, lets light through,
but distorts visibility. It can show something or
someone is present behind it, but not in detail. Often
used in front doors, it marks the opagque edge
between the private and the public sphere, laying
bare their presence, without disclosing their
contents.

A blue hand, or a spider (Cyriopagopus lividus),
traces the cracks that testify to the fact that the
jammed door had to be closed with force. The
hinges need oiling. Cobalt blue tarantulas are said to
be extremely defensive.

the-documents.c



rg Cobalt

size
type date filename 47 ,32MB; author
photograph 03.11.2021 _44A6301.dng; _44A6305.dng 54,99MB Arnout De Cleene

category
animal, house, impact, insurance, mistake, repair, trompe 1'oeil

09:16:03
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Besides the scale indicating the length in
centimeters, and the marks made by using it, a
folding ruler displays other marks. These are the
marks found on the weber broutin www.weber -
broutin.be folding ruler, from left to right:

2m (in aframe, between 1cm and 2cm);
indicating the total length of the folding ruler.
a hexagon, barely visible, punched into

the wood (between 2cm and 3cm); unknown
signification.

LUXMA (in aframe, between 4cm and 5¢cm);
the manufacturer of the folding ruler (different
from the company who ordered the folding
ruler, their (the company’s, i.c. weber-
broutin’s) name is printed on the sides of
theruler, and is only readable when the ruler is
folded together for at least 50% (=1m).

[l (in an oval, between 6cm and 7cm);
indication of the preciseness of the scalein
centimeters, with ‘I’ in roman numbers
meaning the most precise, and ‘ IV’ in roman
numbers meaning the least precise. (It is
therefore not entirely certain that the ‘111" on
weber-broutin’s folding ruler can actually be
found between 6cm and 7cm.)

D 99 (in an oval, probably between 7cm and
8cm, see argument mentioned above);
unknown signification.

1.1.60 (in an oval, probably between 7cm and
8cm, beneath D 99), signification unknown.

the-documents.c



rg Measures
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filename
type date Handgeschreven_2020-12- size author
scan 26.12.2020 26_153034. jpg 659KB Arnout De Cleene

category
scale, sign, mistake, mathematics

09:16:12



Depending on the perspective one chooses to |ook
at the address, the house is adorned or not.

The perspective from the main road is an image
made in August 2020, the website (Google Maps)
says. Our car isin front of the garage. It must be the
end of August. We drive home from the hospital
with the newborn, who doesn’t stop crying. Maybe |
tightened the belts in the car seat too much.
Arriving at our house, we see the slogans and
decorations friends have hung at our front door.

On the sill of the neighbour’ s first floor window,
there’ sabrick that must have fallen from the
second floor facade.

the-documents.c



rg YAY HOORAY

filename
type date Schermafbeelding 2020-12-31 om size author
screenshot 31.12.2020 10.50.02.png 8,7MB Arnout De Cleene
category

automobile, brick, crash, house, map/plan, family

09:16:19



| bought my son a gift while abroad: atoy turtle
named Essie whose perforated shield projects stars
onto the ceiling in blue, green or amber. *8 actual
star constellations', the box proclaims.

The manual explains how to power up the turtle and
what the four buttons on Essie’ s back do. The small
document (recto: Chinese, verso: English)
concludes with some ‘Words from Little Turtle
ESSIE’. Init the turtle shifts from direct speech to
illeism* and back.

Notes
1 Theact of referring to oneself in the third instead of first person.

the-documents.c



rg Essie

15 of buttons of my body:

: batteries;

1's body will bring yon infinite surprise, ploase

; please da not bite me of throw me on the sround
7with you and go off to dreamland together with the wonderful music!

4

type date filename size author
photograph 17.12.2020 _44A8424 .dng 50,6MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, astronomy, Bahrain, manual, family

09:16:34



In John Berger and Jean Mohr’ s groundbreaking
book Another Way of Telling, the index at the end
gives information on the images printed throughout
the book. Most of them are Jean Mohr’s. In the
section ‘If each time...” —awordless sequence of
images which aims to develop an alternative way of
telling a story — some images are referenced as
‘documents’. The information is sparse. On page
138, the index states, thereis a‘Document, detail’.
It features a closeup of aknitted piece of fabric. It
appears to be the same picture as seen on the first
page of the section (p. 135), whereiit is printed
beneath another image — a photo by Mohr of hands
knitting. On this occasion, the image is indexed

as ‘Document’.

Sources

Berger, J. & J. Mohr. Another Way of Telling. London / New Y ork:
Writers and Readers, 1982.

the-documents.c



rg

| ndex

113 Baby at breast (photo: Saul Landau)

123 Boy sleeping, May 25, 1912, Budapest (photo: André Kertesz)
125 Friends, September 3, 1917, Esztergan (photo: André Kertesz)
127 Lovers, May 15, 1915, Budapest (photo: André Kertesz)

If each time . . .
(All photos are by Jean Mohr unless otherwise indicated. )

135
135
136
137
138
139
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
156
157
158
158
159
160

type
scan

category
book, cloth

J.’s hands

Document

A spring, Haute-Savoie

A spring in the alpage, Haute-Savoie
Document, detail

In a meadow, Val d’Aoste

Document, Russian painting

Village in the Tatry Mountains, Poland
Poland

Mother and child’s hand, Great Britain
Poland

Document

A spring

J.’s hands

Paris

Tunisia

Geneva, bird tracks

School in the Township of Mieussy
Rabbit skeletons, Haute-Savoie

Ibid

Katya (photo: John Berger)

School

Foundation of a chalet, Norway
Document

Children going to the dairy, Fribourg, Switzerland
On the road to Sommand, Haute-Savoie
Ibid

Six in the morning at the dairy, Haute-Savoie

date filename size
18.02.2021 Document_2021-02-18_092842. jpg 541KB

09:16:58

author
Arnout De Cleene



A block of concrete. Fissures are showing and rebar
issticking out from al sides. If it were still straight,
the block would measure approximately 130 x 15 x
40cm.

Itislying by the side of the road, afew hundred
meters from a construction site. It appearsto be
shaped by impact. Maybe the block plummeted to
the ground from a great height. Perhaps, something
heavy hit it. For all one knows, it served asa
column and was exposed to an unforeseen amount
of pressure, causing it to buckle.

According to Eyal Weizman ‘[a]rchitecture emerges
as a documentary form, not because photographs of
it circulate in the public domain but rather because
it performs variations on the following three things:
it registers the effect of force fields, it contains or
stores these forces in material deformations, and,
with the help of other mediating technologies and
the forum, it transmits this information further.’*

Sources

1 Weizman, E. ‘Introduction’, in; Forensic Architecture. Forensis. The
Architecture of Public Truth. London/Berlin: Sternberg Press, 2014.

the-documents.c



rg Bent Concrete

type date filename size author
photograph 02.06.2021 _44A7339.dng 42 ,54MB Michiel De Cleene
category

archaeology, architecture, crash, impact, mistake, sand

09:17:14



Ten years ago, in November, | drove up to Frisia—
the northernmost province of The Netherlands. |
was there to document the remains of air
watchtowers: a network of 276 towers that were
built in the fifties and sixties to warn the troops and
population of possible aerial danger coming from
the Soviet Union. It was very windy. The camera
shook heavily. The poplars surrounding the
concrete tower leaned heavily to one side.

| drove up to the seaside, afew kilometers farther.
The wind was still strong when | reached the grassy
dike that overlooked the kite-filled beach. | exposed
the last piece of film left on the roll. Strong gusts of
wind blew landwards.

Months later | didn’t bother to blow off the dust that
had settled on the film before scanning it. A
photograph without use, with low resolution, made
for the sake of the archive's completeness.

The dust on the film appears to be carried
landwards, by the same gust of wind lifting the kites.

the-documents.c



rg Dust

type date filename size author
photograph 06.09.2021 LWT-Oudemirdum0002.tif 28,17 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

architecture, archive, data storage, landscape, sea, wind

09:17:29



The Authenticity bunkered crude fuel in the Panama
Bay. She navigated back and forth between the
artificial island Isla Melones and ships leaving or
waiting to enter the Panama Canal. On February
14th 2015 she had been moored for a couple of days
near the Centennial bridge when the A1S-
transponder momentarily signalled the ship’s
position in the woods of the Bosque Protector de
Arraijan. Afterwards no signal of the ship was
received for 41 days, until she reappeared near the
port of Bahia Las Minas, at the other side of the
Panama Canal.

Notes

First published in: De Cleene, M. Reference Guide. Amsterdam: Roma
Publications, 2019

the-documents.c

Sources
Marine Traffic, Authenticity (Caribe Trader, PA), latest position,

09°01'40,71" N 79°38'18,59" W, viewed 14.02.2015,
http://www.marinetraffic.com



rg The Authenticity in the woods of the Bosque Protector de
Arraijan

type date filename size author
screenshot 10.05.2021 caribe.jpg 17,33MB Michiel De Cleene
category

economy, encyclopaedia, interference, landscape, map/plan, Reference Guide, sea, technology, tree, data storage

09:17:39



On January 23, 2020 a young couple walks around -
the drained reservoir of Kruth-Wildenstein. the-documents.c

It'sfreezing. They’re expecting their first child
within a month.



rg 12M m3 [5/8] It's Freezing

type date filename size author
photograph 04.12.2021 IMG_0509b.jpg 3,31 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

family, landscape

09:17:42



I’m taking a scan of afamily photo album given to
me after my grandmother passed away, wanting to
write something about the marvelous portraits
inside. The genealogy is only partly clear to me: |
recognize my dad as akid, my uncle, my
grandmother, her brother in the laboratory he (said
he) ran. He smelled of cigars and severe perfume.
The older photographs present people | don’t know,
but must be my ancestors. My grandmother told me
stories' that, historically, reach further back than the
figures | recognize in the photographs. There are no
names and no dates in the album. The first two
pictures seem to be the oldest ones.” | retract them
from the album pockets in which they were dlid to
check if something iswritten on the backside. When
| take the album away from the scanner’s glass
plate, particles of leather, gold varnish and sturdy
cardboard come loose. | place a sheet of paper on
the glass plate and press ‘ scan’ again.

Notes

1 Once she (my grandmother) went home from school, sick, with her
bicycle. She studied to become anurse. The school was in Brussels,
about 60 kilometers from her native village M. The milkman’s van
tipping over in front of my grandmother’s parental house. A milk
covered street. My great-grandfather, physician and mayor at M.
Something happened during the Second World War having to do with
telephones or radios when she was still akid.

the-documents.c



rg Gold Varnish

filename
type date Handgeschreven_2021-06- size author
scan 20.06.2021 18_110124.jpg 1,9MB Arnout De Cleene

category
book, family

09:17:49



During the one day course Safety and Avalanches,
teacher G.T. shows pictures of different
manifestations of snow and ice. If one learnsto read
them, one can deduce the wind direction when
hiking or skiing in mountainous terrain.

Wind direction is crucial for assessing the stability
of the snow. G.T.’s examples are of Austrian origin.
He speaks about * Anraum’: displaced snow can get
stacked horizontally against an object, such asatree
or across. The snow ‘grows and builds into the
wind’ . Counter-intuitively, the snow pointsto the
side the wind is coming from. One can expect
dangerous terrain in the direction of the ‘unbuilt’
side of the object.

the-documents.c



type date
photograph 14.02.2021

category
manual, mistake, precipitation, tree, wind,

filename
810px- size
Raureif_im_Bayerischen_Wald.JPG 262KB

sign

09:17:56

author
Arnout De Cleene




A cigar box, standing at the back of a shelf next to
the heating installation, with in it silex-like stones
with what seem to be traces of prehistoric usage.

In the garage, there were papers (the archive of O.
Clemminck) and objects (stones, tiles) left to us by
aman who had worked at the city archive. He was
an acclaimed expert on our village' s history.!

Notes

A recent study by professor Philippe Crombé at Ghent University states
that during the last Ice Age, in the region where | grew up, there was
once a great lake, with, at the shores, proven presence of prehistoric man.
Asakid, we dug up shells with atoothbrush, and set a perimeter with
plastic tape. The former presence of atavern where my parents now live,
and the restaurant which still serves seafood at the other side of the road,
prevented accurate dating.

the-documents.c



rg Flint

type date filename size author
photograph 11.10.2021 _MG_7417.JPG 6,5MB Arnout De Cleene
category

archaeology, animal, collecting, archive, family, house, landscape, mistake, waste

09:18:02



On Wednesday, May 9, 2018 at 2:23:14 PM Koh
Elaine starts the thread original or original copy on
the The Free Dictionary by Farlex’s forum.

‘Is“original copy” correct or should it be
“original”? Thanks.’

The seventh reply to Elaine’ s question is Wilmar's
on Thursday (his was preceded by towan52,
georgew, NKM, Koh Elaine, Sarrriesfan, ChrisKC,
Ashwin Joshi).

‘Anoriginal copy ISthe original.

Folks usually call the document first created
the original, but some will say original copy.
If I run that original thru the copy machine,

| end up with two copies (yes, | said copies)
of the same thing — the original and the
duplicate of it (in terms of content). Thisis
how the term is commonly used.

If your writing or conversation depends
heavily on understand the difference, | would
recommend using the terms original and
duplicates. There are many times when that is
very important, in that the original must be
retained by a particular party, and the
duplicates are marked as such and distributed
or stored as required depending on

the document and the circumstance.

If you are just trying to make sure that you
have enough copies to distribute to everyone
at the company meeting this afternoon, use
whatever terms trips your trigger. But, if you
want to ensure that you keep custody of

the original, so that you can make additional
duplicates (copies) when additional people
attend, then be more specific about the words
you Use.

OH, and, please, in the future, include some
context with your question. Asking if “word”
is correct doesn’'t go very far in supplying a
reasonably useful response.’

Sources
https://forum.thefreedi ctionary.com/postst182102_original-or-original-
copy.aspx
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rg

Original Copy

Wilmar (USA) 1M

Rank: Advanced Member

Joined: 6/4/2015

Posts: 5,721

Neurons: 1,278,032

Location: Vinton, Iowa, United States

filename
type date Schermafbeelding 2021-02-16 om
screenshot 16.02.2021 11.08.01.png
category

archive, mistake, replica/copy, technology

09:18:23

size
45KB

author
Michiel De Cleene






