


rg is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Ulcer, Lemon,
Shoulder, Mushroom Picking Prohibited, Stopwatch, A Fever
Dream, Detail of awall, Salzminde (Saxony-Anhalt), June 2023,
Neptune in opposition [2/20] — The airfield, Adhesive, Border,
Seacat, Mammoth Tree and the Golden Spurs, Calacatta,
Subtractive Writing, Roofing (3) — Simon, tu me manques,
Roofing (5) — UDI, Roofing (4) — Celine & Logan, Elevator
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What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
Is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gitelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents — if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into

an ‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 03.04.2026 13:16,
printed on and contains 18 documents on 39 pages.
(https://[the-documents.org/log/03-04-2026-6806/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.
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In Zaffelare, young men who were called for
military service but could not be missed at home
were advised by the local doctor to swallow a small
ball of auminium foil an hour before the
examination. In the X-ray, agastric ulcer appeared.
They were rejected for service. It isuncertain
whether the increased incidence of gastric ulcers
among young men in Zaffelare was a cause for
concern.
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rg Ulcer

type date filename size author
scan 26.02.2026 20240402-SC17.tif 43,47 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

conflict, government, medicine, rural area

12:54:14



Depending on the language one chooses, the
Wikipedia entry for ‘document’ shows a different
picture. The French-language page shows what
appears to be a Slovenian thesis written in 1984.
The caption statesit is a‘book of Czechoslovak
computer science author Kvétoslav Soustal about
computer networks' . The image was uploaded by
Kelovy, a Slovakian mushroom-picker.

The anonymous hand rests on alemon-yellow
tablecloth, on which ayellow book and a blue
binded file lie. The top left corner is the most
intriguing, however: the tablecloth seemsto be
draped over alemon, alongside a drinking glass.
The cloth, however, does not get shaped

by the lemon. Nor does the shadow-side of the
lemon coincide with the shadow the other
documents throw on the tablecloth. A closer look

seems to indicate that the lemon isin fact an image

of alemon, printed on a plastic napkin.
The Russian wikipedia shows the image of alease

agreement. The German wikipediafor ‘ document’
istext only.

Sources

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Document#/media/Fichier: KVETOSLAV_S

OUSTAL_BOOK.JPG, created October 3, 2006 / original in original:
paper, 1984
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rg Lemon
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type date filename size author
photograph 23.12.2020 KVETOSLAV_SOUSTAL_BOOK.JPG 956KB Arnout De Cleene
category

book, encyclopaedia, fruit, food, trompe I%oeil, cloth, manual, technology

12:55:11



Y esterday | had my shoulder checked by aradio-
logist. He took an ultrasound and saw some minor
inflammation of my right subscapularis.

After giving me some advice — ‘we could give you
ashot of cortisone in the shoulder. It would relieve
you from your pain for six weeks and then, without
proper exercise, you' d be back where you are

now’ — he walked towards the door. ‘1 propose you
do this exercise thirty times, threetimesaday.’

The radiologists put his right hand on the
doorframe, his arm stretched, the weight of his body
on it and then leaned forward and back again, while
keeping his arm stretched. ‘ Thiswill increase the
muscles around the sore subscapularis. 1t will take
months.” After giving me his advice, he sent me
back into the dressing room. | put my shirt back on
and went into the waiting room. The nurse called
out my name, charged me 14,00 EUR and gave me
acard. ‘' This code will alow you to look at the
images of the ultrasound at home', she said.

Today | entered the code and password and —
instead of my shoulder — found the rontgen-images
of someone else’s broken heel.
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rg Shoulder

filename
type date 1f713c4c-6975-4760-adal- size author
radiograph 14.01.2021 9cc485930adc . PNG 1,2MB Michiel De Cleene

category
data storage, mistake, medicine, fissure

12:55:28



I must have driven past this rocky landscape about
sixteen times, going back and forth between
viewpoints and the house the parents of afriend let
me stay in. On the last day, | |eft early for the
airport, pulled into alay-by, took my tripod and
camera out of the trunk of the red Volkswagen Polo
rental car and made two photographs.* It was only
when | got home, had the film developed, scanned it
and was removing dust particles from thefile, that

| discovered the hand painted text on the rock:
‘PROIBIDO BUSCAR SETAS.

Notes
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)rg

Mushroom Picking Prohibited

filename
type date Untitled99993-dustfree-nosharpen-
photograph 19.05.2021 crop2.psd
category

automobile, dusk, food, landscape, parking, sign, tree

12:57:28

size
365,37MB

author
Michiel De Cleene



He' swearing adigital watch. It looks like a Casio.
It'simpossible to read the time, no matter whether
you are studying the high-resolution scan of the
negative or the negative itself, with the aid of a
loupe and lightbox.

The device had a stopwatch function. When we
were around eight and ten, we used to compete in
trying to start and stop the stopwatch in the shortest
possible interval. The smaller the gap, the closer to
zero. Sometimes he would also have atry. We once
managed to get it down to 00:00:00:03. Neither of
us dared to press ‘reset’ and try again.
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rg Stopwatch

type date filename size author
photograph 10.05.2022 032a-07s.psd 802,34 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

archive, family, house, mirror, technology, hand

12:58:52



During the night, both of us get unwell. One of usis
shaking, intensely and relentlessly. The windows
are open. For minutes that seem to be hours, it feels
like it sfreezing. We get extra blankets. Then, it
getstoo hot.

One of us dreams about coccodrillos. It starts out
with asingle animal, like the one we saw in the
National Archaeological Museum, escaping from an
aquarium, and ends with lots of little ones crawling
all over the place. It'simpossible to know how
many have escaped.

The other dreams about seismologist Luigi
Palmieri’ s unfortunate assistant and his family’s
quest to redeem his good name. To deprive him of
the burden and guilt set upon him by Luigi
Palmieri’ s report of the 1872 eruption of Vesuvius,
the assistant’ s offspring were building a monument
just below the observatory in which their great-
grandfather fell asleep. The monument was
permanently, and continuously, unfinished.

We both dream of hearing fireworks in Naples.

In the morning, we' re slightly alarmed that we both
got sick and feverish at the same instant. It’ sthe
middle of January, and the weather has been
summerlike all week. A gentle morning breeze flies
in from the Neapolitan bay while we wait for the
bus to take us to the airport.

Sources

First published as part of De Cleene De Cleene. ‘ Amidst the Fire, | Was
Not Burnt’, Trigger (Special issue: Uncertainty), 2. FOMU/Fw:Books,
25-30
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type date filename size author
photograph 24.02.2022 DCDC_napels_089_vuurwerk.tif 75,46 MB De Cleene De Cleene

category
angst, animal, seismology, Vesuvius

12:59:15




Bricks and stones of various origin (aerated the-documents.c
concrete blocks, clinker bricks, quarry stones). |

Notes

e From Fortlaufend/Ongoing

e Stephanie Kiwitt (1972) is an artist based in Halle (Saale), Germany.
Utilizing alarge number of images, various perspectives and also textual
elements, she is known for her insightful photography that explores
spaces emblematic of contemporary phenomena. Over the past three
years, she has focused on evolving habitatsin rural areas, photographing
traces of transformation and conducting interviews in Saxony-Anhalt, the
region she moved to in 2020. From 2018 to 2020, Kiwitt was a guest
lecturer at the LUCA School of Artsin Brussels.

e Inspring 2024 the-documents.org and Trigger co-publish a series of
online articles with a focus on the meeting ground between photography
and the document.



rg Detail of awall, Salzmiinde (Saxony-Anhalt), June 2023

type date filename size author
photograph 11.06.2024 CF015874 . jpeg 54 MB Stephanie Kiwitt
category

architecture, brick, fissure, repair, rural area, Trigger

13:01:02



September 2020, three days before Neptuneisin the-documents.c
opposition, | meet Frédéric on top of ahill in |
L uxembourg.

Earlier that day he had sent me the coordinates of an
airfield for remote controlled aeroplanes. He told
me to meet him there at 20h. The airfield is situated
on the top of ahill, granting a clear view of the
horizon. Removed from highways and city centres,
only the southern horizon lights up, where the
Grand Duchy’ s capital islocated, some 15
kilometres farther. The weather is promising: ‘We
might get a chance to see and photograph Neptune!’
he wrote.

| get there early. Frédéric is aready setting up his
tripod. Two elderly men are training for the perfect
landing.



rg Neptune in opposition [2/20] — The airfield

type date filename size author
photograph 17.09.2022 _44A5698.dng 53,26 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

astronomy, dusk, encounter, landscape, Neptune, technology

13:03:02



The Bahrain Formula 1 Grand Prix takes place
every year since the track’ sinauguration in 2004 —
except for 2011 when the race was cancelled due to
protests in the wake of the Arab Spring. To prevent
sand from covering the track and entering the air-
ducts and engines, the sand near the track is sprayed
with an adhesive to keep it from blowing around.

The cloud of sand in the picture (made near Avenue
61 on an artificial island close to Seef) was made by
kicking it into the frame while M.R. and M.D.C.
had to stop and wait for atruck that was being
towed after the driver lost control over the vehicle
and flipped it onto its side. Days earlier M.D.C. had
tried to make a photograph of the F1-track, but
couldn’t get close enough to make a decent picture.
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rg Adhesive

type date filename size author
photograph 18.12.2020 _44A7884 .dng 58,4MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, Bahrain, crash, drought, sand, trompe l%oeil

13:03:23



