


org is an online platform, collecting, describing, presenting and
generating documents of all sorts. It documents documents.

Your path through the collection lead along Mould, A Dead
Insect on the Trunk of a Cedrus Atlantica Glauca, A smoker’s
history of energy, Shelter, Launching a\Website, The Events That
Took Place in Grimbergen, Roofing (6) — JEM, The First Light of
Day, Market, Thunder Afar, Block, 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid
Snowmelt, Elevator, Shoulder, Adhesive, Mai Ndombe, An
Unfired Mortar, Block

03.02.2022



What constitutes a ‘document’ and how does it function?

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the etymological
origin is the Latin ‘documentum’, meaning ‘lesson, proof,
instance, specimen’. As a verb, it is ‘to prove or support
(something) by documentary evidence’, and ‘to provide with
documents’. The online version of the OED includes a draft
addition, whereby a document (as a noun) is ‘a collection of data
in digital form that is considered a single item and typically has
a unique filename by which it can be stored, retrieved, or
transmitted (as a file, a spreadsheet, or a graphic)’. The current
use of the noun ‘document’ is defined as ‘something written,
inscribed, etc., which furnishes evidence or information

upon any subject, as a manuscript, title-deed, tomb-stone, coin,
picture, etc.” (emphasis added).

Both ‘something’ and that first ‘etc.’ leave ample room for
discussion. A document doubts whether it functions as
something unique, or as something reproducible. A passport
is a document, but a flyer equally so. Moreover, there is a
circular reasoning: to document is ‘to provide with
documents’. Defining (the functioning of) a document most
likely involves ideas of communication, information, evidence,
inscriptions, and implies notions of objectivity and neutrality —
but the document is neither reducible to one of them, nor is it
equal to their sum. It is hard to pinpoint it, as it disperses

into and is affected by other fields: it is intrinsically tied to the
history of media and to important currents in literature, photo-
graphy and art; it is linked to epistemic and power structures.
However ubiquitous it is, as an often tangible thing in our
environment, and as a concept, a document deranges.



the-documents.org continuously gathers documents and
provides them with a short textual description, explanation,
or digression, written by multiple authors. In Paper Knowledge,
Lisa Gittelman paraphrases ‘documentalist’ Suzanne Briet,
stating that ‘an antelope running wild would not be a
document, but an antelope taken into a zoo would be

one, presumably because it would then be framed — or
reframed — as an example, specimen, or instance’.

The gathered files are all documents - if they weren’t before
publication, they now are. That is what the-documents.org,
irreversibly, does. It is a zoo turning an antelope into an
‘antelope’.

As you made your way through the collection,
the-documents.org tracked the entries you viewed.

It documented your path through the website.

As such, the time spent on the-documents.org turned
into this — a new document.

This document was compiled by on 03.02.2022 17:04,
printed on and contains 18 documents on 38 pages.
(https://the-documents.org/log/03-02-2022-3740/)

the-documents.org is a project created and edited
by De Cleene De Cleene; design & development by
atelier Haegeman Temmerman.

the-documents.org has been online since 23.05.2021.

Notes Sources

* DeCleene De Cleeneis Michiel De Cleene and Arnout De Cleene. * Briet, S. Qu'est-ce que la documentation? Paris: Edit, 1951.
Together they form aresearch group that focusses on novel ways of » Gittelman, L. Paper Knowledge. Toward a Media History of Documents.
approaching the everyday, by artistic means and from acultural and critical Durham/ London: Duke University Press, 2014.
perspective. *  Oxford English Dictionary Online. Accessed on 13.05.2021.
www.decleenedecl eene.be / info@decl eenedecl eene.be

e This project was made possible with the support of the Flemish /e covere | HO
Government and KASK & Conservatorium, the school of arts of HOGENT (& Flanders Sowen vomu| GENT
and Howest. It is part of the research project Documenting Objects, State of the Art swwonn| - howest

financed by the HOGENT Arts Research Fund.




At adental practice, the white Alligat®-powder is
mixed with the right amount of water to get a
mouldable dough that is pressed upon a patient’s
teeth. After thirty seconds, the Alligat®-dough
stiffens and takes on a rubber-like quality. At that
point, still white, it must be removed from the
patient’s mouth. Over the next few hours, the mould
turnsincreasingly pink as the substance becomes
less humid. Now, it can be used as a mould to create
apositive master cast of the patient’s teeth.

Outside the dental practice, the powder’s
possibilities remain to be fully explored.

the-documents.c

Sources

First published as part of De Cleene De Cleene. ‘ Amidst the Fire, | Was
Not Burnt’, Trigger (Special issue: Uncertainty), 2. FOMU/Fw:Books,
25-30
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type date filename size author
photograph 27.01.2022 _44A3429.tif 36,81 MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

manual, medicine, packaging, repair, replical/copy

17:03:42



It'searly spring. The pool is covered with a sheet of
plastic. The deciduous trees are just leafing out. A
tree stump serves as a placeholder for the diving
board’ sfoot — it was customary to take it indoors
for winter — and keeps people from kicking its
threaded rods sticking up from the silex tiles that
line the pool.

The upper right corner of the plastic frameis
missing. It’s probably where the insect — now dead,
dry and yellowish — got in. The frame was | eft
behind in the laundry room overlooking the garden,
the pool and the pool house. At thetime it hadn’t
been used for quite awhile. Half empty,

the water green.

In summer, when the wind dropped, horse-flies
came. Y ou could shake them off temporarily by
swimming a few meters underwater.

the-documents.c



rg A Dead Insect on the Trunk of a Cedrus Atlantica Glauca

type date filename size author
scan 22.07.2021 pool.jpg 38,87 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

animal, botany, cloth, decoration, family, tree

17:03:44



A mostly empty book designed to collect cigar
bands. The bands are glued to the paper at their |eft
side, so the information on the backside, explaining
the image and referring to the seriesit belongs to
and the number of different |abels the series
contains, can be looked up. The book has complete
and incomplete series on Christopher Columbus
(complete), tanks (incomplete), the origins of
civilization (complete), Ancient cultures
(incomplete), fashion (complete), South-American
sculptures (complete), Ancient columns
(incomplete), Nobel Prize Winners (incomplete), an
unclarified series of seven men, most of whom are
‘prof.” or ‘dr.’ (complete / incomplete), design plates
(incomplete), famous Belgians (complete /
incomplete), statesmen (incomplete) and football
players (incomplete). The first page in the book is
used to present two series. The left column presents
the Egyptian dynasty (incomplete). The middle and
right column present a series of bands by the brand
Jubilé on the history of energy in telling scenes and
pieces of machinery.

Series: Energy
Middle column, top to bottom:

*  Thewriting telegraph. Hughes

»  Experiment with a sulphur globe. William
Gilbert

*  Primitive telephone. Philipp Reis

e Wirdesstelegraph.' Guglielo [sic] Marconi

 Thearcof Volta. Sir Humphry Davy

* Fireinthewagon. Thomas Alva Edison

*  Experiments with lightning. Benjamin Franklin

» Cathodefor creating X-Rays. Wilhelm Rontgen

»  Rotating magnetic field. Galileo Ferraris

Right column, top to bottom:

» Electric discharge. William Waitt

*  Magnetic telephone. Antonio Meucci

*  Muscelsreacting to electricity. Luigi Galvani
» Voltaic pile. Alessandro Volta

Notes

1 The scene shows aman standing at a desk, sticking out his hand to an
officer in awindow that reads, in mirror writing: Customs.

2 OneBay acomplete seriesis advertised (15 EUR), with alo-res picture
of the whole collection, including the five bands missing in my
grandfather’s collection. The information on the back, however, is not
given. It leads to a highly speculative history of energy.

A man in agown watching a T-shaped object.

A childin acellar, sitting on astool at atable with gray objects.

A soldier kneeling beside a child, in front of atrain, and in front of a boat.
A low table with agiant cartwheel of sorts and a box.

A vertical object with what seems to be a bell on top.

the-documents.c

» Ogcillating circuit. Guglielo [sic] Marconi

*  Development of the telephone. Graham Bell

»  Telephone, beginning of the 20th century

* Next to hiswirelesstelegraph. Guglielo [sic]
Marconi

» Invention of the incandescent light bulb.
Thomas Alva Edison

* Morse' stelegraph. Samuel Morse

The seriesisincomplete.”



rg A smoker’s history of energy
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type date filename size author
scan 18.08.2021 Document_2021-07-23_160752. jpg 10MB Arnout De Cleene
category

collecting, physics, technology

17:03:45



The pathsin the valley of the Bayehon are covered
with ice. We are making our way down towards the
valley of the Ghaster. The temperature is minus 15
degrees Celsius. The water in our drinking bottlesis
frozen. We are betting on the shelter indicated on
the map (Au Pied des Fagnes, Carte De
Promenades, 1:25.000, Institut Geographique
National) to pitch our tent. There is almost no wind,
but every breath of air feels like we're being hit
with a thousand needles. What the map indicates as
a shelter appears to be apicnic table.

the-documents.c



rg Shelter

filename
type date Handgeschreven_2021-02- size author
scan 14.02.2021 14_142153.jpg 2,1MB Arnout De Cleene

category
map/plan, mistake, scale, sign, wind, precipitation

17:03:45



As the hours passed, and while clouds continuously
kept us from seeing stars and planets, we started to
photograph the set-up used to launch this website.
To highlight the umbrella that protected the gear
from the unpredictable bursts of rain, we used a
flashlight: during the thirty second long exposure, it
was lit for two seconds. This proved to be enough to
give the whole the feel of an untampered, realistic
view. Meanwhile, the website was in al likelihood
streaming a grey haze, as the telescope was pointed
to the fleeting clouds and gradually spinning along
with the earth’s movement to keep track of the same
invisible celestial bodies. Aswe returned to the
base, planet Jupiter had become visible to the

naked eye.

In another exposure of the same length, we |eft the flashlight on for
approximately eight seconds and pointed the beam abit lower.

the-documents.c



rg Launching a Website

type date filename size author
photograph 26.05.2021 _44A0953 .DNG 44 ,52MB De Cleene De Cleene
category

astronomy, mirror, technology, precipitation

17:03:48



Recreational airfield at Grimbergen, webcam
footage.
09:10:00 The frame shows the first movement on
the terrain. The gate has been opened,
the barrier lowered. A black car isin the
back. In the forefront, aviation signs on
the ground: ayellow cross on asurface
painted red; an arrow in a90° angular
shape; two circles connected by aline;
a T-shaped line.

09:20:00 Two men talking, each one on one side
of the barrier. The man on the side of
the airstrip has two dogs with him.

The aviation signs have changed:

the arrow is gone; the horizontal bar of
the T-symbol has moved to the other
side of the vertical line; one yellow line
that made up the cross on the red
surface is gone, leaving one yellow
diagonal line.

10:09:01 A small white aircraft (the two men and
the dogs are gone).

10:20:01 The aircraft in the same position, with
what seems to be an open roof.
10:40:00 Aircraft leaving the gas station where it
was before.

11:10:01 A white car at the gas station, where
previously the aircraft was stationed;
a silhouette of a man, perhaps.

11:30:01 White car gone.

11:50:01 Small white aircraft at the gas station;

man in red jacket next to the aircraft.
Not clear if it isthe same aircraft seenin
frame 10:09:01.

12:10:01  Aircraft appears to be heading for take-

off.

12:20:01 Aircraft gone.

12:40:01 White dots on the grass that appear to be

birds.

Notes

Every so often architects ask me to photograph projects of theirs under a
blanket of snow. Snow-days are rare around here. In an attempt to avoid
afutile drive along roads in winter conditions, | check webcams near the
project-to-be-photographed before setting out.

the-documents.c

14:10:00 First precipitation: snow, visibility
lessens.

14:20:00 More snow, wind is stronger; someone

has replaced the yellow stripe so that,

again, ayellow crossisformed on the

red background.

15:10:00 The grass and the concrete get

increasingly white. No aircrafts,

vehicles or persons can be discerned.

The aviation signs beneath the thin-

layered snow are still visible,

and unaltered.

Sources

Webcam Grimbergen, meteobelgie.be:

https://www.meteobel gie.be/waarnemingen/bel gie/webcam/272/grimberg
en

http://www.rvg.be



rg The Events That Took Place in Grimbergen

<>

16-01-2021 14:45

| <<l <l Pause }| >}l >>

2021-01-16 14:40:01
Grimbergen-Lint - EBGB

filename
type date Schermopname 2021-01-06 om size author
video 06.01.2021 15.35.57 .mov 4,4MB De Cleene De Cleene

category
animal, architecture, automobile, precipitation, sign, wind
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In summer, the roofing gets hot and soft. In winter, -

it gets cold, hard and brittle. None of the gatesto the-documents.
the garages are open. It’ s unsure whether the

numerous texts and drawings — some dig deeper

than others — have caused leakages.



Roofing (6) — JEM
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precipitation,
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A year ago, mid-August, just before sunrise, the
mostly unlit office buildings line the road that leads
to the underground parking. | turn off the ignition.
I’'min F36. The walls are painted pink. Looking for
the exit, | take the escalator and get stuck in an
empty shopping mall. The music is playing but all
the shops are closed off with steel shutters. So are
the exits. I’m out of place. In keeping early
customers out, the mall is keeping haphazard
visitorsin. I'm back in the parking lot. The elevator
is broken. | take the stairs and walk by a homeless
man, sleeping. There s shit on the floor. | open the
door that leads out of the stairwell. It slams shut
behind me. There's no doorknob. | find myself on a
dark floor between mall and parking lot. People are
sleeping; some are awake. Heads turn toward me. |
start walking slightly uphill towards where | think |
might find an exit, or an entrance. The scale of the
architecture has shifted from car (F36) and
customer (the closed mall) to truck. | find myself
amidst the supply-chain. It takes five minutes,
maybe fifteen, maybe more to get out and see the
office buildings towering over mein thefirst light
of day.

the-documents.c



The First Light of Day
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size
52 MB

filename

date

type

Michiel De Cleene

44A4965.dng

15.10.2021

photograph

category

angst, architecture, automobile, economy, map/plan, mistake, music, parking

:03:53
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K. saysthat the stall where he usually buys fruit has
already been packed up. But heis not worried about
the quality of the fruit the other vendor sells. He
gestures encouragingly.

Five signs of type-1, eleven of type-2 and two of

type-3 are visible. Four of type-2 (two visible, two
deduced) and two of type-3 retain two vehicles.

Notes

Mérk Redele pursues projects that fundamentally relate to architecture
and its practice but rarely look like architecture. www.markredele.com

the-documents.c



type date filename
photograph 26.12.2021 market_.jpg
category

automobile, economy, food, fruit, landscape, manual, parking, precipitation,

17:03:54

size
3,82 MB

sign

author
Mark Redele



It's 21:49 on Tuesday May 4th 2021. I'm sifting
through the folders of a back-up drive. When |
reach Archief2A/2017/wigny donder, the subfolder
contains 103 items (97 DNG-files, 1 JPEG-file and
5 PSD-files). The photographs are al very similar.
They show the silhouette of the same tree and hills,
the red light of the telecommunications mast on the
left and the orange glow of the street’ s sodium
lights. The thunderstorm moves from right to |eft.
_44A 3920 isthe only exposure (10 seconds) that
recorded lightning bolts.

| looked up heat lightning, also known as silent
lightning, summer lightning, or dry lightning, which
issimply cloud-to-ground lightning that occurs very
far away, with thunder that dissipates before it
reaches the observer. On YouTube | watched: Top
10 Dangerous Lightning Strikes Thunder recorded
on Camera (HIGH VOLTAGE!!) followed by
Lightning Strikes at the 2019 U.S. Women' s Open.
It's 22:07, | am doubtful at first but become
convinced | can hear thunder afar.

the-documents.c



rg Thunder Afar

type date filename size author
photograph 04.05.2021 _44A3920.psd 449,09MB Michiel De Cleene
category

archive, astronomy, data storage, landscape, precipitation, technology

17:03:56



‘The masonsin training pour a concrete slab and
build four walls upon it in a stretcher bond. Then
the block comes to our department and the students
in the course Electrical installer (residential) can
grind channels and drill cavitiesinit.’

[...]

‘It s not always a success from the outset, but they
learn quickly.’

[...]

‘Never grind horizontally, always vertically.
Diagonally if there is no other way.’

[...]

‘“Two fingers wide.’

[...]

‘ After thisit goes to the sanitary department. After
the bell drilling, the demolition hammer follows and
the masons make us a new block.’

Competentiecentrum VDAB, Wondelgem,
July 2019.

Notes

First published in A+ Architecturein Belgium, A+ 279, Schools (August,
September 2019), https.//www.a-plus.be/nl/tijdschrift/schools

the-documents.c



rg Block

type date filename size author
photograph 04.05.2021 _44a7269. jpg 27,17MB Michiel De Cleene
category

architecture, brick, fissure, house, mistake, parking

17:03:57



December, 1947. Rapid snowmelt coincides with -
torrential precipitation. At the bottom of the Thur the-documents.c
valley, in Wildenstein, the water gathers.



rg 12M m3 [1/8] Rapid Snowmelt

type date filename size author
photograph 29.11.2021 IMG_0504b.jpg 8,68 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

landscape, precipitation

17:03:59



The building is amost finished. One apartment is
till up for sale, on the top floor. The contractor is
finishing up. There’salong list of comments and
deficiencies that need to be addressed before the
building can be handed over definitively to the
owner. The elevator’ swalls are protected by
styrofoam to prevent squares, levels, measures,
drills, air compressors, chairs, bird cages, etc. from
making scratches on the brand new wooden
panelling.

In 1932 Brassai began taking photographs of graffiti
scratched into walls of Parisian buildings. On his
long walks he was often accompanied by the author
Raymond Queneau, who lived in the same building
but on a different floor. Brassai published a small
collection of the photographs in Minotaure,
illustrating an articletitled * Du mur des cavernes au
mur d'usine’ [*From cave wall to factory wall’].

the-documents.c



rg Elevator

type date filename size author
photograph 13.11.2021 IMG_0039.jpeg 2,57 MB Michiel De Cleene
category

architecture, decoration, sign

17:04:00



Y esterday | had my shoulder checked by aradio-
logist. He took an ultrasound and saw some minor
inflammation of my right subscapularis.

After giving me some advice — ‘we could give you
ashot of cortisone in the shoulder. It would relieve
you from your pain for six weeks and then, without
proper exercise, you' d be back where you are

now’ — he walked towards the door. ‘1 propose you
do this exercise thirty times, threetimesaday.’

The radiologists put his right hand on the
doorframe, his arm stretched, the weight of his body
on it and then leaned forward and back again, while
keeping his arm stretched. ‘ Thiswill increase the
muscles around the sore subscapularis. 1t will take
months.” After giving me his advice, he sent me
back into the dressing room. | put my shirt back on
and went into the waiting room. The nurse called
out my name, charged me 14,00 EUR and gave me
acard. ‘' This code will alow you to look at the
images of the ultrasound at home', she said.

Today | entered the code and password and —
instead of my shoulder — found the rontgen-images
of someone else’s broken heel.

the-documents.c



rg

Shoulder

filename
type date 1f713c4c-6975-4760-adal -
radiograph 14.01.2021 9cc485930adc . PNG
category

data storage, mistake, medicine, fissure

17:04:01

size
1,2MB

author
Michiel De Cleene



The Bahrain Formula 1 Grand Prix takes place
every year since the track’ sinauguration in 2004 —
except for 2011 when the race was cancelled due to
protests in the wake of the Arab Spring. To prevent
sand from covering the track and entering the air-
ducts and engines, the sand near the track is sprayed
with an adhesive to keep it from blowing around.

The cloud of sand in the picture (made near Avenue
61 on an artificial island close to Seef) was made by
kicking it into the frame while M.R. and M.D.C.
had to stop and wait for atruck that was being
towed after the driver lost control over the vehicle
and flipped it onto its side. Days earlier M.D.C. had
tried to make a photograph of the F1-track, but
couldn’t get close enough to make a decent picture.

the-documents.c



rg Adhesive

type date filename size author
photograph 18.12.2020 _44A7884 .dng 58,4MB Michiel De Cleene
category

automobile, Bahrain, crash, drought, sand, trompe 1'oeil

17:04:03



On the second to last evening before we head home,
we go for dinner at Suzanne' s house. She has
invited afriend, anational deputy for the region
where she grew up. We eat fish and patates douces.
We drink beer. The deputy’s secretaries — there are
three of them — closely inspect the worn manuscript
we hand them. In blue ink: proverbs of their region,
written by my girlfriend’ s grandfather in local
Kikongo language. In red: a Dutch trandation.
They laugh. A month later, the deputy will become
Vice-minister of Internal affairs. The proverbs get
marked by fresh grease stains.

the-documents.c



rg

Ma Ndombe

" Républigue Démocratique du Congo
‘ Assemblée Nationale

Troisieme Législature de la Troisieme République

—

|

BOKELE WALAKA Innocent
Député National

Mobile : +243 81 2127256
+243 855231 164
+24397 1901725

type date filename
scan 15.12.2020 Mai Ndombe.jpg

category
RDC, food, house, card, government

17:04:04

E-mail : innocent.bokelel@gmail.com

 Palais du Peuple :
Kinshasa-Lingwala f RD.C

size
922KB

author
Arnout De Cleene



In Boarhunt, close to Winchester (UK), the fort
houses the Royal Armouries’ artillery collection. It
contains parts of the ‘ Project Babylon’ space gun,
the two part bronze Dardanelles Gun and a
collection of French field guns, captured in
Waterloo. On the lawn to the South of the fort two
neat piles of fifteen' 36” shellsflank aMallet’s
Mortar. Manufactured in 1857, the mortar remains
unfired up to this day.” In 1873, itsinventor —the
engineer and geophysicist Robert Mallet — publishes
his translation of Luigi Palmieri’s Incendio
Vesuviano. Before giving alengthy account of his
take on the present state of vulcanicity, he briefly
introduces the famous Italian vulcanologist’ s report:
‘The following Memoir of Signor Palmieri on the
eruption of Vesuviusin April of thisyear (1872),
brief asit is, embraces two distinct subjects, viz.,
his narrative as an eye-witness of the actual events
of the eruption as they occurred upon the cone and
slopes of the mountain, and his observations as to
pulses emanating from itsinterior, as indicated by
his Seismograph, and as to the electric conditions of
the overhanging cloud of smoke (so called) and
ashes, asindicated by his bifilar electrometer, both
established at the Observatory.’

Notes

1 o
o} 000
000 0000000
2. Intheoutskirts of East of London, along Repository road in Woolwich,
the only other mortar of thistypeisinstalled. This particular one fired
nineteen shells on three occasions. Each time resulting in a damaged
mortar.

the-documents.c

Sources

Screenshot taken from AbeBooks, where the first edition of The Eruption
of Vesuvius in 1872 with Notes, and an Introductory Sketch on the
Present State of Knowledge of Terrestrial Vulcanicity, the Cosmical
Nature and Relations of Volcanoes and Earthquakes s listed for 1895,00
USD. https://www.abebooks.com/first-edition/Eruption-Vesuvius-
1872.with-Notes-Introductory-Sketch/439314424/bd

Project Gutenberg’s The Eruption of Vesuviusin 1872, by Luigi Palmieri
(translated by Mallet) can be found at:
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/33483/33483-h/33483-h.htm
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Topaedia, landscape, physics, seismology, Vesuvius, technology

An Unfired Mortar

screenshot
category




‘The masonsin training pour a concrete slab and
build four walls upon it in a stretcher bond. Then
the block comes to our department and the students
in the course Electrical installer (residential) can
grind channels and drill cavitiesinit.’

[...]

‘It s not always a success from the outset, but they
learn quickly.’

[...]

‘Never grind horizontally, always vertically.
Diagonally if there is no other way.’

[...]

‘“Two fingers wide.’

[...]

‘ After thisit goes to the sanitary department. After
the bell drilling, the demolition hammer follows and
the masons make us a new block.’

Competentiecentrum VDAB, Wondelgem,
July 2019.

Notes

First published in A+ Architecturein Belgium, A+ 279, Schools (August,
September 2019), https.//www.a-plus.be/nl/tijdschrift/schools
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rg Block

type date filename size author
photograph 04.05.2021 _44a7269. jpg 27,17MB Michiel De Cleene
category

architecture, brick, fissure, house, mistake, parking
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